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FOREWORD 


Over the years since she became First Lady, Imelda Romual- 
dez Marcos has become a self-made speaker who has articulated 
her ideas on a wide range of subjects. 


This collection of speeches spells out her opinions on a broad 
spectrum of topics from art, architecture, law, education and 
humanism to the role of women, health, the population crisis, 
medicine, spiritual and mental pollution, culture, history and 
many major contemporary issues. These writings therefore ex- 
hibit the mind of Imelda Romualdez Marcos in her own words. 
It reflects her cardinal beliefs and principles and enunciates her 
philosophy and central convictions that she has communicated to 
audiences both here and before international forums. It defines 
the range of the First Lady’s serious interests. 


More importantly, this book is a testament of how Imelda 
Romualdez Marcos has cultivated the fine art of informing, 
inspiring and edifying her listeners. 


ILEANA MARAMAG 


7 November 1978 
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Humanism: The Ideology" 


From the keynote address of President Marcos to the deli- 
berations of this conference, it has become all too clear that there 
is an imperative need for an ideology based on “‘A mind that feels 
and a heart that reflects.” 


Indeed, we need an ideology that will serve as our unifying 
principle and moral guide in the pursuit of an ideal—an ideology 
for man, his environment, and his future—an ideology that must 
strike a responsive chord in every man. An ideology for human 
beings, the ultimate of all ideologies—humanism. 


As I have often said before, I believe in all the isms—capital- 
ism, communism, socialism, only if it is for humanism. As a 
* Speech of the First Lady and Governor of Metropolitan Manila, Mrs. Imelda 


Romualdez Marcos at the closing Ceremony of the First National Conference, on 
Human Settlements, March 12, 1976 at the Philippine Village Hotel. 


dawn of civilization. It has had many interpretations—religious, 
cultural, political, and social. But with all of these, we must 
share the attitude that man is the center—and not the abstrac- 
tion—of our concerns. 


But in our time, in spite of science, technology, planning, 
systems-making, and the unending inventions of machines to 
serve him, man has been shunted aside. His own devices, his own 
logic have succeeded in generalizing him as an item in his own 
technology. And the dominance of the material has dehumanized 
him. 


Knowing all this, we need to be careful of mechanical sys- 
tems, of heedless planning, even in the name of human settle- 
ments. 


There is no question that we must plan, for mechanical 
planning has spawned slums, spread pollution, and fostered mass 
apathy. But we can proceed with optimism only if it is clear in 
our minds for whom and what we are planning for. 


We are planning for man—as individual and as man in 
community. With man as the anchor of our efforts, our time- 
perspective is not only up to the year 2000 but beyond. 


Man is the threatened species of our time. Malnutrition, 
pollution, moral frustration, and psychological apathy, endangers 
him. This condition underlies the complexity of our task, which 
is to reconcile the urgent demands of the body with the im- 
perious needs of the spirit. We know we have to attain material 
well-being; but the greater tendency is to enhance the quality 
of our lives. 


— 


Clearly, if this is the task, we cannot simply generalize and 
consider human beings mere numbers in a computer. You cannot 
computerize the totality of a human person for the intangibles 
are not quantifiable. We cannot measure what makes humans 
unique; instead the measure of our systems must be man. 


Thus, as we start with man as a living and complex reality, 
we begin rightly. This is the essence of our humanist ideology. 


A home for man, then, whether it be society or community, 
must recognize the great diversity of human beings. Human 
beings cannot be reduced to a single factor. A society which does 
this, a plan which ignores diversity, will not be fulfilling its 
purpose. 

The humanist ideology postulates a society, a community, 
and an environment for all. That society is a failure which 
permits only the able-bodied, the exceptional, or the privileged, 
for example, to fulfill themselves. Let us remember that there 
are occupations which do not require four limbs, clear eye-sight, 
or sharp ears. There have been maimed and handicapped ge- 
niuses, men and women whose infirmities did not prevent them 
from being gems of human civilization. Helen Keller was a 
supreme example of grace over adversity; Beethoven created his 
best compositions without the power of hearing. They fulfilled 
themselves within the environment they created for themselves 
and by those around them. 


We should have a society in which the poor and the handi- 
capped may similarly realize themselves, a society that like a 
rich soil makes all things grow. 


The thrust, then, of the ideology of humanism is to create 
an environment fit for man. 


Under this principle, the task of government and planners 
becomes clear: to provide for the community needs of human 
beings. It is to their collective needs that we address ourselves : 
public health, public education, transport, — commu ication n, 
housing. The ideal, then, is to have the communit, a 


for government the instrument to eee public s 


i 
a 


But after having established th § 
motivations rather than sanctions. 


A concrete example “af 
Metropolitan Manila. The s 
discipline but the long term ap 
The short term was solut n 


lars from the te 
country, pegging 


as the servant of man 
the comnbers as well. 


approach to corr munity 
beings interact with 


according to their needs and purposes. A society which makes 
these interactions fruitful and harmonious is a humanist society. 


Only on this basis can we hope to create a free-flowing 
rather than regimented civilization, a civilization that is worthy 
of man, a civilization which honors the needs and the aspira- 
tions of a people—where time and space will neither hinder 
nor frustrate our designs for a fulfilled existence. 


This, my friends, is an attainable ideal. But those of us 
in the leadership, whether in government or not, must always 
realize that we are just instruments to help realize man’s fulfill- 
ment. If we perpetuate a personality cult or we institutionalize 
charisma as a measure of greatness then we will fail. For while 
it is true that great men are needed as symbols to initiate 
specific goals, real greatness lies in the making of a total en- 
vironment for human beings, where the personality cult lies in 
the people. 


The ideology of humanism is not the sophisticated for- 
mulation of an elite. We must not be devisive. We are for 
man, rich or poor, gifted or nongifted, for human being in 
his living complexity. Humanism as an ideology is intrinsic 
to the human being. 


I feel therefore that humanism should guide all our en- 
deavors, and this applies most especially to human settlements. 


The New Society, a Compassionate Society, anchored as it 
is on humanist ideology must build a home for man, as the crown 
of our history and the sacred heritage of our people. 


This, then, is our ideology: Humanism. 


5 


The Conscience of the Race“ 


Today, the Cultural Center of the Philippines honors seven 
outstanding Filipinos with the title of “National Artist.” They 
join the small and select roster of remarkable men and women 
artists who have been elevated to be “National Artists” of the 
Philippines by President Ferdinand E. Marcos and by a grateful 
people. 


All of them have given their genius and their commitment 
not only to the universal imperative to understand life and human 
condition, but with equal dedication the need to interpret the 
experience and aspirations of a people. 


They have all been far ahead of their time in the search for 
new forms, in their tireless experimentation and in their com- 


* Speech of the First Lady at the National Artist Award C 0 . 
Cc eremoni 
ultural Center of the Philippines, March 27, 1976, syrah 


mitment to creativity. Often with singular courage ant 


risk to themselves and to their careers, they took u 
breaking through the old Rae barrie} 
a new freedom. c. 


They have all used their s De ia 
limited reality into endless, magic: 
tivity, technical virtuosity. 


up . 


These honor awards are only a meager token of our people’s 
deep appreciation and gratitude for the joy, beauty and goodness 
these artists have given us. In the process of practising their 
art, they have contributed to our development as a nation those 
intangible and yet vital insights into human life. They are a 
gentle reminder to all of us that—In our search for material 
development—We should always take time to acknowledge that 
the real value are those that cannot be quantified, those that 
cannot be measured in scales and pesos, those that cannot be 
reduced to figures and charts. Art is immeasurable, and at the 
same time, Art is the only true measure. 


As chairman of the Cultural Center of the Philippines, I am 
privileged to express our nation’s pride in our “National Artists” 
for their genius and for their commitment, a genius that is a 
pledge to the flowering of its fulfillment and a commitment for 
the future of a people, each a testimony to the greatness of a 
race. 


And so we honor this evening: 


In the literary art— 


The lyrical genius of Nick Joaquin in his examination of the 
historic roots of our national predicament in his stories, poems, 
plays and novels; 

In architecture— 


The triumphs of line, mass and space of Pablo Antonio; 


In dance— 


The dynamic celebration of Filipino life fashioned by Leonor 
Orosa Goquingco; 


In music— 


The performances and the enduring devotic 
Fuentes; . 


In sculpture— 


ee 


The agile wit and power of mass anc 
Abueva; : 


In drama— 


The fine director’s hand of amber’ 
matic production for film and theatre a 


In painting— : ae 
The pioneering eye, brush and | pale 


Each has welded into the time ess 
and artistic devotion the specific 


greatness, we can only appro 
our time the encouragemen 
others who even tonight cont 
mitted to the need “to forge 
conscience of the race.” 


For ultimately, that is whe tt 

of a race. It is now us who shou 
Ti . 

Thank you. : 
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A Dedication to Humanity * 


On this day of dedication, allow me to address myself; to 
him who sought sanctuary and solitude in this legendary Maki- 
ling and dreamt of a people reborn to greatness and a nation 
worthy of its human heritage. 


To the artist, the ultimate dreamer, the gentle sovereign 
of the creative spirit our tribute, our gratitude to whom we 
owe much of the splendor and grace of our universe. 


To all, the dreamer, the artist in each of us; the generous 
sponsors; the workers who laid even the smallest pebble on 
this sanctuary—we offer this National Arts Center of the 
Philippines as a testament to a people’s and a nation’s homage 
to the spark of divinity in man. 


* Delivered at the Dedication Ceremonies of the National Arts Center of the 
Philippines, Mt, Makiling, Los Bafios, Laguna, on April 7, 1976. 
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For as we look around us and gaze at this mountain: 
of Makiling on this beautiful morning, we behold 
and man, how nature and art, how the Basta 1 W 
conspired to bring us together for this festiva 

To be here on Mount Makiling is tot | a 
of God's and man’s creation. = 

The wondrous beauty of 1 ature | 
handiwork touched with | sve 
haven for the creative spirit 
the allegory of our creativ 


It is the metaphc 
Goddess Maria Mal 
bountiful gener osi 


dess who s 


land, our world, our universe, it is for man—in his total 
dimension. 


As we dedicate this offering of the heart to all dreamers 
of better worlds; to artists, the progenitors of civilization; and 
even to the common spirit which unites all men, let me say: 


Tanggapin po ninyo, mahal na Pangulong Marcos ang alay 
ng puso sa isang dakilang pangarap ng lahi at sa lalong dakilang 
pangarap ng isang mapayapang bansa, malaya at makatao kung 
sa bawat patak ng luha ng isang ina ang sagot mo, mahal na 
Pangulo, ay isang tagumpay, ang panalangin at alay ng iyong 
nagmamahal na kabiyak ay sa hawat pangarap mo mahal ke 
ay may sadyang kabuuan at katotohanan. For you, every 
dream a reality. 


This, Academy for the arts, this, National Arts Center of 
the Philippines, is a reality within a dream, and a dream within 
a reality. For in his totality, man lives in two worlds—both 
in body and soul. In this home for the arts, we pledge and 
commit ourselves to nourish and to cherish God’s gift to man— 
the artist. 


This is our offering: a totality of ourselves, of our present 
and of our future. 


For here lies love—our dedication to humanity. 


Kapitbahayan Inauguration* 


It always gives me great pleasure to be in Tondo, the most 
historic district of Metropolitan Manila—for it was here in 
Tondo where some of our earliest battles were fought. It was 
also here where the Katipunan of the Philippine Revolution was 
founded and where our people united themselves to seek redemp- 
tion and dignity for themselves. . 


Today, under the leadership of President Marcos and the 
New Society, a different war is being fought—a war against suf- 
fering due to poverty, disease, environmental decay, urban 
squalor and alienation “rooted in ignorance and disability, breed- 
ing despair and desperation.” A sustained social and economic 
revolution is taking place in order to improve the well-being and 
the quality of life of our people. 


-—--- 


* Delivered at the Kapitbahayan inauguration, Tondo Foreshore, Dagat-Dagatan, 
Navotas, Metro Manila, May 17, 1976, 
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When we spoke at the conference on Human Settlements 
here in Manila and recently at the United Nations Advisory 
Foundation for Human Settlements at Nairobi, Kenya, we were 
guided by the belief that the development of any society must be 
centered towards the preservation and the development of man. 
Thus a developing society must be shaped by the ideology of 
humanism. 


When we speak of human settlements, therefore, we give 
our emphasis on human beings in relation to his settlements, on 
man rather than just land. For in the end man is, and should 
be, the main focus of our concern and attention. 


When we inaugurated the development of the Tondo Fore- 
shore area, our primary concern was to provide the residents 
with the necessary environment for improving their present con- 
ditions and at the same time keeping intact the soul of the com- 
munity. It was a vision that a new urban community, a total 
community, will rise up from what was condemned as the most ~ 
congested slum estate in this country. The idea of this total — 
community is not only to ensure the survival of our “marginal — 
people on marginal lands, ” but also $a: — eee Meee the —— 


the Filipino tradition of bapitha i 
han, an old yet contemporary tr: ae 
and reaffirmed if we are to maintain th 
is most unfortunate that one of : 1; 
tion is the total breakdown of neig! 


ary of modern man’s urbe oias a ze. 


Thus if our community is to si 
are to endure and if our £ va ae itinu 
resolve not to forget our priorities—people and ¢ 
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pino tradition of kapitbahayan and bayanihan. It is important 
that planners should not ignore history and culture in the in- 
terests of economic expansion “material profitability alone being 
destructive amenity.” The soul of a city must be preserved, if 
it is to continue to live. This is our vision for Tondo, the heart 
of Metropolitan Manila. 
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Earth: the City of Humanity * 


We came to Vancouver to measure the hope of humankind 
against the continuing crisis of his existence. For in that great 
gathering, representatives from all countries applied their hearts 
and minds not only to ensuring the survival of man, but also to 
creating the conditions that will develop man in his totality. 


Man’s enduring goal is the right to a truly human life, and 
not merely survival, or physical existence. 


Thus, the concern of the Vancouver conference was not just 
the provision of housing and physical structures, but the enhance- 
ment of the quality of life—not just where man lives, but how 
man lives. 


A human settlements program must begin with a philosophy 
—of humankind—of the planet which is our habitat—and of the 
meaning and purpose of human life. 


* Delivered at the plenary session of Habitat, the United Nations Conference on 
Human Settlements, in Vancouver, Canada, June 7, 1976. 
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Earth is the common dwelling place of man. We mus 
pect its integrity, protect it, make it productive and bt 
and secure its bounty and beauty not only for ourselve 
for the coming generations of humankind. ae 

While modern science and technology have : 
net, our perception of the world has greatly 
as many homes of mankind as there are n 
ties. These many homes are of many colors and 
ing the many lives that they shelter with a ri 
variety of styles and cultural, political and ec 

We in the Philippines respect th 
genius, the political values and the ins 
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circumstances. We resolve to live 
threatening or destroyante no 0 


in man’s infinite capablited =f 
ing life and establishing Be 
mony. Our conviction is © 
that he does. = 


This crucial century p 
peril and the greatest oppc 
confront us, none is mor 
the problem of human s¢ 
all issues converge—fr 


phere, waterways and oceans linked to continents. Global 
networks of communications and transport connect all the na- 
tions of the earth. Truly our “spaceship earth” has but one 
life support system for everyone. The failure of one component 
is the failure of the rest. The problem of human settlements, 
indeed, starkly sums up the condition of man as an endangered 
species. 

The issues, then, before humankind revolve on how man can 
reverse the degradation of his habitat; how he can meet the chal- 
lenge of an exploding world population; how he can raise the 
larger number of his species from feckless poverty; how he can 
harness the rapid process of urbanization; how he can keep the 
balance between nature and himself; and ultimately, how he can 
arrest his dehumanization. 


Although the task is well-defined, it remains formidable. 
To undertake it, we need to come to terms with the potential of 
the human being and with the entirety of his abode, which en- 
compasses the cosmos. 


To provide only for man’s abode is not enough. For man 
lives in two worlds—the material and the spiritual—and we 
damage ourselves as well as the material world when we ignore 
one for the other. Not only is it inhuman to exist in one world 
or one dimension; it is unworthy of the extraordinary creature 
that is man. 


And so, as we build or rebuild our cities, as we rehabilitate 
our habitat, we must set before our eyes their human purpose. 
Our settlements should no longer stand as random aggregations 
of population, as expressions of power or manifestations of 
wealth, but as habitations of that nobility, generosity and socia- 
bility which have made man the wonder of creation. 
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The Philippines has responded to the universal aa 
human settlements with a program that has been growing fi 
in the past few years. . 


A Human Settlements Task Force was organized in 19% 
directly under the office of the President of the Philippines. 17 
mandate given the Task Force was to prepare a nation: te a} 
work plan that would serve as a general scheme ie 
development, to prepare a national housing and shelter pro 
as well as plans for the development of Metropolitan : fanil 
programs for frontier and rural settlements. The ni 
framework plan envisions the establishment of a aa C 
settlements throughout the country, a 
interrelationship. a 


The Task Force also consolidated all the v 
dealing with land and drafted a Land Re: 
Code, with the participation of interested p 
sector representatives. The land-use stuc 
a national land-use plan, ese cone 
zoning plans. : 


Public land in the Philippines 
ation to private parties, havi 
patrimony of all Filipinos. — 

The Task Force val Z 
ments Commission inve np 
technology mc and la id-use r 


politan Manila, although there are moments when I feel that 
it has seven lifetimes—of anxiety and exultation, of building 
the grand design for the years ahead while clearing today’s traf- 
fic jams and garbage piles, but always being in touch with the 
pulse of a city being reborn. 


You will understand that I cannot talk of Manila without 
seeing its many faces. It is as old as the Pasig River, which 
begins in the mountains in the east and is fed by the many 
streams that lace the land around it before it debouches into 
one of the great bays of the world. 


Its people are heirs to many cultures and traditions, draw- 
ing from those who came and went upon their shores. From 
a remote outpost of colonial empire, it grew to be one of the 
most cosmopolitan cities in the Orient. This fair city was leveled 
to the ground between the contending Japanese and American 
armies in the Second World War, with a degree of devastation 
equal only to the agony of Warsaw. 


Heavy artillery had shattered the ancient walls of the old 
city, their ruins then providing frail shelter to thousands made 
homeless by the war. Our factories were gutted and bombed 
out, our tram rails torn up, our bridges cut up and our roads 
ground to dust, our old and reliable water system damaged, 
our communications links destroyed. Cur graceful homes, too, 
were gone, with only a staircase or a pillar standing forlorn 
among the rubble to remind us of their former elegance. 


Matching the destruction of homes and buildings, and of 
roads and bridges, was the devastation of the human spirit. A 
demoralized people, who had lost one million Filipinos in the 
war, began their desperate struggle for survival, scrounging 
amid the debris in search of food and any scrap that they could 
sell, tacking together makeshift shelters out of junk, grieving 
for their dead, picking up the pieces of their lives, 


It was in these grievous circumstances that the Philippines 
gained its independence in 1946—its economy in ruins and its 
people demoralized, politically inexperienced and groping for 
their identity. Alone, we had to fend for ourselves. | 


Meanwhile, even as we struggled to rebuild it, our cit 
rapidly grew. Driven by the poverty of the countryside side 
bearing dreams of a better life, people flocked to Manila in e ever 
increasing numbers—faster than homes could ie built , faster 


colony, with a mae of over 2,000 persons pe 
is, five square meters to every | n. This 
the worst possible state of a hume 
it is the site of our first urban , 
quality of life in Tondo to human. 
ernment has given the foreshore are 
for urban development. eS 

On exhibit in Vancouver were the entri 
tional architectural competition for the desig: 


for 500 families within the foreshore land. The contest distilled 
from the experience and vision of planners and architects all 
over the world viable solutions to the needs of the urban poor— 
we hope not just in Tondo. 


Meanwhile, we have already built a Filipino-designed 
prototype community called kapitbahayan, which means 
“neighborliness.” The project puts into practice the principles 
of our development program, which is based on the people’s 
participation. 


We are encouraged by the bayanihan spirit (or sense of 
community) of our people, a historic trait that has kept us united 
against all invaders. Dormant at times, this spirit is re-emerging 
at the community level. It is dramatically displayed in the baran- 
gays, the revived community structure which attended to the 
basic needs of our forefathers. Now, the barangays are the 
centers of political, social and cultural life in our communities. 
Their members generously respond to civic projects such as tree 
planting, garbage collection, community beautification and food 
production. During the typhoon that brought eight days of 
rain to Manila and Central Luzon last May, barangay volunteers 
undertook rescue work and flood-relief measures in close 
cooperation with government agencies. 


While we strive to improve Manila for the almost eight 
million people who now reside there, it is equally essential that 
we relieve it of further pressures by the development of other 
urban growth centers in the country. More than a hundred centers 
have been identified that could be the nuclei of new Manilas all 
over the country. More significantly, this strategy would result 
in the even spread of economic development throughout the 
Philippines, 


Every policy adopted and every project undertaken is in- 
tended to enrich the lives of our people. We know only too well 
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that science and technology have enabled the dev 
to probe far into the outer limits of man’s bic 
important to us, we must explore the inner limi 
potential, which is all too often forgotten 


Our efforts are for man, of man 
have great faith in him. His proper bir 
opment, the fullest flowering of h his p 
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It would be futile, then, to stem the tide of urbanization, 
and it would be unfair to withhold from those in the farms the 
fullness and diversity of city life. Too often has the village 
been romanticized and the city deprecated. And yet, of all 
human abodes, the city is the only habitat created by man. 


The future is a world of cities, and the earth will be a global 
city. But while man lives and will increasingly live in cities, 
cities do not yet live for people. Ours is the task to rebuild and 
design our cities as authentic settlements for man, within which 
he may attain the full splendor of living. 


Our dream for Manila is to create a city of man. Our hope 
for the world is to create cities for humanity. | 


Let us commit ourselves to make our earth the city of 
humanity. 


Towards Humanism in Health* 


On these grounds, the Philippine Medical Center will rise. 
From where we now stand, we shall eventually see the physical 
expression of our vision, of man as the center of our concern. 
For more than mere structures, we hope to create a community 
of men forging the skills and tools of medical science. Enliv- 
ened by the mission of providing a heritage of good health for 
the nation, now and for generations to come. 


The Philippine Medical Center, therefore, will reach out be- 
yond these grounds, becoming part of the mainstream of national 
life. In the Metro Manila area, the Center will link with present 
and projected specialty hospitals like the Philippine Heart Cen- 
ter, the National Lung Center, the Cancer Center and other 
specialized service hospitals to form a network through which 


* Delivered at the Philippine Medical Center launching ceremonies, University of 
the Philippines campus, Quezon City, Friday, June 26, 1976, 
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medical training, health research and patient service can be 
formed in a way never before possible. With such a syster 
can concentrate our limited sources and best professio 
order to reap the greatest benefits in terms ote heal 
happier population. | 


Beyond the Metro Manila areé, the 
Center will reach out nationwide, servi 
tem of health care delivery. Together 
dical Center here in the State Univer 
twelve regional hospitals all over 
become the secondary centers for : 
facilities in each respective area. 
link the National Medical Center k 


Once these are linked — 
an organized and vitalized h 
ble of serving the people of 
the farthest corners of « 
our national health ¢ 


blems of the nation it 
atmosphere. ans 


their link with the needs of the people is their greatest virtue, 
their true strength and their ultimate value. 


The Center will also lead in the re-thinking of methods and 
procedures in the training of our medical personnel. We foresee 
the development of a medical technology that teaches the pro- 
fessional how to treat diseases as well as how to cure more people, 
more quickly and at least cost. Successes along this function 
will produce the detailed knowledge that will make possible the 
emergence of the long awaited body of trained auxiliary health 
workers. 


What must be made clear is that with the Center, we are lay- 
ing the foundations for our future self-sufficiency in health tech- 
nology. With it, we are seeking to create the germinal basis for 
attracting our health professionals from abroad, and for holding 
on to current and forthcoming members of the medical technol- 
ogy. In another sense, we are seeking to lay the basis for the 
successful operation of lower health units, tending as they are 
to rely on the ability of the higher level units to create the 
techniques, the systems and the prestige to reach out to the 
vast majority of our people. 


The Center will also lead in the rethinking of methods and 
procedures in the training of our medical personnel. It will be 
involved not only in technical and professional training that 
covers the many arts and skills of the science of healing, but 
will seek to develop administrative and management skills in 
the science of delivering health care. 


We are privileged today to have the presence of Dr. Lee 
Arnold and Lillian Berkman. Dr. Arnold is a space scientist, 
and the man mainly responsible for man’s landing on the moon. 
Now he is doing a lot of work on telemedicine and had help 
make the bionic man possible. Great humanist, he travels and 
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elopment of a medical Seana that | 
how to treat diseases from a distance a 
more people, more quickly and at least 
effort. Successes along this a 
knowledge that will mé 

awaited body of train : 


At the very 0 ou tse 


Humanism and the Bureaucratic Ethic* 


It has been truly said that the attempt to create a progres- 
sive society begins with a vanguard who, by example, will set 
the pace for others to follow. 


For this reason, basic to any program of development is 
not only the nature of its vision but also the measure of its 
management. For government is such a complex affair that 
its issues must be decided by persons of enlightened knowledge 
and various capabilities. 


It is significant then, both to the region of Metro Manila 
and to the nation at large that we meet today for a serious dis- 
cussion on the question of effective public administration. Our 
commitment here is to equip government institutions with the 


* Delivered at the National Convention of the Bureau Directors Association, 
Philippine Village Hotel, Nayong Pilipino, July 7, 1976. 


necessary rationale for the realization of qualitative change in 
the mode of human existence. a 3 


In this regard, the bureaucracy can and must be the’ vangus ard 
of change. Bureaucracy is not just a vee It is $. s not merely 
a formal structure with clearly defined Ue: t ct ties ir 


oe 


the final analysis, it is he 41 
the bureaucracy is to eee to the | 
must offer the compé nate han 


at would E 


ae 


ings; how to understand the diverse “environments” and be truly 
sensitive to people; how to reach out and share and bridge the 
gaps that alienate man from man. 


Let us realize that serving the people is an act of faith; in 
ourselves, in others, in humanity, in order to make survival in | 
this world a matter for everyone’s compassionate concern. 


We must not be imprisoned by systems, or by procedures 
which are ill-adopted to our conditions, no matter how sophisti- 
cated or time-honored they may be. What does not serve our 
people must be discarded or modified; what does not promote 
our ideals or implement our vision must be resisted and rejected. 


The plans that we conceive, the projects that we implement 
—whether it be the creation of new settlements or the improve- 
ment of the environment—are all designed to establish a society 
fit for human beings. We are not serving statistics but people. 
It is not enough that on the average people are satisfied but they 
must achieve fulfillment derived from a life made more 
meaningful. 


This means a strict code of conduct from the government 
that demands honesty, trustworthiness, moral strength to resist 
graft and corruption, and the courage to venture into the ele- 
vated zones of sacrifice, humility and dedication to the people. 


In a word, a bureaucratic ethic. 


These days, the word ‘bureaucracy’ has gone into disrepute, 
but originally, bureaucracy was a response to the complexity and 
size of government’s responsibility to its society and people. Its 
rules and procedures were distillations of experienced wisdom 
in serving people. There was a time when to be a bureaucrat 
was to belong to the elect, for the bureaucrat was honored by 
the people he served with compassion, and excellence, But 


through time, service was corrupted by privilege, and the 
bureaucrat became the captive of rigid rules rather) than - 
the servant of society. 


It took a great deal of moral courage to fom t New — 
Society. But to make the New Society work, we neet i 
than moral courage alone. The Presiden : 
heroic, cannot Lewes in a vacuum. 


If you cannot develon: this 
you have only become yet anothe: 
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The virtue that the President seeks to implant among our 
people is the self-reliance of the socially-oriented individual, 
whose confidence derives from being part of large national 
community; whose moral independence comes from being one of 
an entire people “prepared to account for itself.” 


Authentic self-reliance compels us to seek solutions to our 
problems, in terms of our own needs and experience. 


Let it be the noblesse oblige of people in government, so 
that, as in the tradition of ancient times, only the enlightened, 


the most human and most compassionate shall be entitled to 
serve. 


You and I, my friends, are privileged to work for the Fili- 


pino people and as I have repeatedly said to serve those we 
love is never a sacrifice. 
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An Innovative Approach * 


At the launching of the Nutrition Center of the Philippines 
last July 2, 1974, I issued seven imperatives that the center has 
now adopted as its code of ethics. Two of those imperatives 
called upon workers in nutrition to “communicate among our- 
selves with an open mind,” and to “communicate together to 
the people we serve, the same message and with the same pur- 
pose.” The launching of the nutrition institute for distance 
study is a realization of part of that dream. The distance 
study concept is an answer to a felt need. It hopes to make 
nutrition education available to the population and consequently 
hastening the development of a better society. The initial pro- 
grams is directed to the prime movers of any society—the self- 
less and dedicated teachers who educate the young. 


* Delivered at the launching of Nutrition Institute For Distance Study, Reception 
Hall, Malacafiang, Friday, July 29, 1976. 
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Let us remind ourselves again that there are two re 
available to any country. The first is the human ~ 
and the second its natural resource. Of these two, 
important and the priority is the human resource. 
thrust of this project is human development. 


I am pleased that the Nutrition Center of 
with the use of science and technology, has take 
to undertake this innovative approach, = 


The Department of Education and | 
full support to this project by mele = 


not allowed itself to become stagnant wil 
traditional methods. 


I am equally pleased to note t 


tation of this project. If at all, t 
inass communication are more na 


and Culture, and the National Science Development Board, will 
now act as integrated unit insofar as the nationwide nutrition 
program 1s concerned. Each will concern itself to specific 


problems and will be held responsible for different degrees of 
malnutrition. 


There will be, in short, a total approach to the problem 
of malnutrition among our people. There will be no wasted 
efforts because of duplication of functions. There will be a 
genuine national effort, comprehensive and specialized. 


Let us, therefore, unite all our efforts in this endeavor for 
what has been called the “endangered species,” the children, 
our tomorrow and our future. They comprise the fourth 
world, the world of the future. It is to them that we offer 
this program as an offering of ourselves to the future. 
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The University and the Nation* 


The investiture of Dr. Leticia Perez de Guzman into the 
presidency of the Philippine Women’s University is a great per- 
sonal and professional achievement. It also marks a milestone 
in the life of the Philippine Women’s University. To her and 
the board of trustees, my sincere congratulations. 


At the same time, I wish to commend outgoing President 
Helena Benitez, whose enlightened and unselfish decision to 
share the responsibility of administering this leading women’s 
university will further enrich not only this institution of edu- 
cation but also the role of women in the Philippines. 

As inequality was built into the concepts of the old society, 
so has there been inequality in education. It did not take great 
sociological learning to realize that social inequality was re- 


* Delivered at the investiture of Dr. Leticia de Guzman as President of the 
Philippines Women’s University, August 19, 1976. 
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flected in education, in the sense that the rich and powerful a 
got more education and obtained better education. The Philip- — 
pine Women’s University pioneered in the destruction of chau 
vinist values in education, breaking the tradition that the male 
was entitled to more education than the female. Now ; 


lenge is to see to it that economic eonditieg eh 
barrier to learning. 


But the idea of learning, the imperati 
person, has also changed in the modern y 
progressive societies of the world, educat 
for alienation but, on the contrary, a r 
tion, the end of which is service 
humankind. = 


learning, for mere possession is § 
to have the ability to share one’ 
others. 7e ae é 


The great changes i ae 
human concerns. More anc 
universe: man’s place ine t 
his yital interaction w 
universe we inhabit to; 
return to our consco 
biosphere and with th 
environment of h mank : 
be studied, but conditions 


The very nature 0 tthe : 
use of science and technol 


is the science of life, biologically speaking, we give birth to man; 
we begin human life. 


In the contemporary world, the fundamental issue is life. 
Today, all nations are concerned, as they should be with the 
survival of humankind. The topics of ecology, from pollution 
to population control, all converge on the science of life. To 
be ignorant, therefore, of these issues is to be partially edu- 
cated, no matter how wide the book-learning. The book of life 
is the supreme text of our day. 


For this reason, humanism once again dominates our con- 
sciousness, dictating, as it were, the grand themes of our phi- 
losophy. In practical terms, humanism in education means, first 
of all, spreading the benefits of learning to the countrysides. 
Otherwise, education is still the means of preserving material- 
ism and elitism. Your university, I am happy to note, has com- 
mitted itself to the strategy of dispersal in order to bring the 
benefits of knowledge to those who need it most, and to the 
greatest number. As in many other human activities, the first 
step at radical change is structural, of making the physical 
arrangements for the reception of new ideas. 


Once the physical setting is established, we have established 
a value, in this case, the humanist goal not cnly of our society, 
our nation, our world. The human person, we need not em- 
phasize, is not a brain; he is a total being, a complex biological 
system, as scientists would say. His basic needs may be phy- 
sical; but more than this he has a soul—for man lives in two 
worlds: both in body and in soul. To ignore one in favor of 
the other is to produce an imbalance in the system. The com- 
partmentalized human being is a diseased being, disabled and 
no longer whole. 
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This is the disease of the modern world. Thus progres- 
sive societies are reaching out tg reconstitute the wholeness of 
human beings. We Filipinos—because of historical circum- 
stances, influenced by those who colonized us—are now striving 
to reconstitute our identity and our yalues. 


This poses a great challenge to education, and, in our con- 
text, a great responsibility on women, who, as the Chinese say, 
“hold half of heaven in their hands.” We must strive, in our 
society through education, to strengthen the authentic partner- 
ship between man and woman, but, above all, to restore the 
basic unity of all humankind. Such a unity can only be achieved 
through love, justice and compassion. All these can only be 
understood and pursued through the education of the human 
person as a whole being, and not as a mere brain, or simply as" 
man or woman, rich or poor—all the artificial divisions which 
merely bred confusion, greed, and destruction. 


A true education begins with the science of life and ends 
with the authentic unity of humankind. 


The task, indeed, is formidable, and the world is in itself 
formidable but man’s potential i is almost limitless. Let ns th re- 
fore, be equal to the task. For, in the ena our ei 
human, 


Once again, I wish to extend eveeeecuiiaeieatt or 
to the newly installed president, Dr. de Guzman. 
shoulders rests the great responsibility of carrying 
manist tradition pioneered sixty years ago by th 
this university, who had the vision to apprec 
that lies in the Filipina and the value of | 
into enlightened, educated and productive a 
of President Marcos, I wish to convey the appre 
grateful people. ‘ 


Philippine International Convention Center * 


Though we inaugurate this center today, its true inaugu- 
ration will take place in the course of its service to the historic 
Filipino goal of remaking the achievement of our society. 


There are those who cannot see the value of this center, 
who believe it to be a luxury a country such as ours cannot 
afford. To these well-meaning souls, it must be pointed out that 
the intangible gains to be derived from it will far exceed its 
material cost. 


This gains first and foremost consists of our country’s be- 
nefitting from the congregation of the world’s best minds in 
this center, from the result of the meeting of great intellects 
dedicated to questions of human importance. 


* Delivered at the inauguration of the Philippine International Convention Center, 
Cultural Center of the Philippines Complex, Roxas Boulevard, September 5, 1976. 
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The first conference to be held here will begin tomorrow 
and it is concerned with a question so fundamental as to make 
all others secondary. The question is nothing less than that of 
humankind survival on this planet, our viability as a species in 
the phase of the immense problems, some man- -made, some 
natural, that meee us. ey ee a 


It is dedicated with faith, hop 
glorious that isin us, 


The Philippine Experiment * 


The Philippines today is passing through an awkward stage 
but a most exciting and challenging time. Our land is still 
full of contrasts and discrepancies. Our best efforts are still 
rough around the edges. Our whole country is caught midway 
between ancient traditions and modernization. Not far from 
the beautiful new International Convention Center, we can still 
see the little derelict houses of our people—most of them woe- 
fully put together from the debris of war and of natural disasters. 


For we have a long history of being imposed upon by in- 
vaders and colonizers, and no less by the tyrannies of nature, 
such as typhoons, earthquakes and volcanic explosions. Our land 
has been ravaged again and again. And when we were given 
our independence in 1946, barely 30 years ago, we were a demo- 
ralized people with more than a million of our population dead, 


* Delivered at the opening of the International Conference on the Survival of 
Humankind, Philippine International Convention Center, September 6, 1976. 
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and Manila, the premier city of the Philippines, leveled to the 
ground. Thus, Manila grew without the luxury of planning, 
for our struggle was simply to survive. Yet, we have never lost 
heart. We have tried hard to make up for our misfortunes a 
for all the tragic lost years. 


Perhaps, the beautiful new buildings here on the lip of Ma- : 
nila Bay should stand as a monument to the Filipino spirit. All  — 
our people, our little people in their little shanties and farm- ee 
houses, take pride in what we have erected. For they know it = 5 
theirs. Like other peoples of the world, we Fi os know th hi 
our resource—our wealth—lies in our people. The poorest Filir 
in his grass or nipa hut is an asset to his country. He s the 
evidence that our problems are not insoluble and tha’ 
can be reversed. By his good cheer and his hard y 
our national options still completely open. | eit is 
sure that we still have a choice ants 
plan. He is what the Philippine ex expe 


The Filipinos seem progran med 
radise must be regained. Kor’ we | i 
once before—when we first lost o1 . 
fruit of the tree of Western scienc ancl 


Technology became both ¢ : 
and destroyer. Like Adam and 
out into the wilderness to make ¢ 
liness. Soon our rivers begai ¥ 
the other, the beautiful mountai 
ters rushed down into our far ms" 
the fish disappeared. The flowe: 
air. And the birds stopped singing 
less and hungry. It is only fittir z tha 
tional Conference on the Survival of E 


come to our rescue through the scientists of the world, the new 
Magi with gifts of technology. They have become the new wise 
men from the East and West, where we hope to enter again 
into the fullness of the earth as it once was—the earth into 
which we were born and which once gave and will again give 
us sustenance, safety and serenity. 


It is Western science, after all, that teaches us that it is 
no longer possible to separate Edens, to compartmentalize 
abundance, or to isolate pollution and overpopulation. The 
waters that wash our shores wash other shores beyond. We 
breathe a common air. The satellite photographs of our planet 
show only too well how indivisible is the common fate of 
mankind. We are all, for good or ill, on the same planet, in 
a small world, for everything is reduced to the measure of man. 
There are no longer priorities, for everything is priority. 
Famine, disease, ignorance and war are in the same race against 
man’s existence. Whatever touches one, touches all, with the 
same urgency. The earthquakes in Peking are replicated in 
Mindanao and Italy; a sudden change in the ocean streams in 
Peru means famine in India. 


Science, which once came to man’s aid, threatens his survival 
and must come to his aid once again. The Philippines has come 
to full cycle and circle. It began by using the benefit of science 
for its advancement. But in time this very science threatened 
its existence. 


Today, science must return to its original role. At this 
crucial point, when the Philippines is beset by natural disasters, 
survival has become a pressing reality. And the Philippines 
is, perhaps, the ideal laboratory. Thus, the Philippine Experi- 
ment. 


On a stretch of land reclaimed from the sea through modern 
technology, rises a complex of new buildings: one dedicated in 
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a broad sense to capital and technology, two others ded 
art, and another to trade and industry. Their physical p 
to one another is not mere coincidence. It is a sym 
totality of Philippine development. It - a pledg 

of artists, scientists, leaders and decision-maker 

racy for survival. 


- 
a 


We go to science for the practical solu 
oceanography or telemedicine. We s “r t 
means that can catalyze our efforts ai 
look to the statesmen and industrialists 
reality come about. a | 

We are all spectators and ac ot ors 
But mere survival is not enough. T 
human life must be mee pre 


Arrows into the Future* 


The Mental Feeding Program we are launching today is 
designed as a resource center for creative education on early 
childhood development to assist in enriching the child’s total home 
and community environment. It is envisioned to provide guid- 
ance to parents and other members of the family and the 
community on the characteristic behavior and needs of children 
from conception to six years of age. It will do this through 
research and facilities made possible by modern science and 
technology. Aside from the details of this program let me speak 
of the concepts behind it. There can be no doubt that we have 
sought to save and protect our children from the ravages of 
malnutrition and disease. The nutrition program and the 
health care delivery system which we have launched and are 


* Delivered at the inauguration of the National Mental Feeding Program, National 
Media Production Center, September 21, 1976. 


now implementing are manifestations of our desire to reach 
as many children as possible. 


Sad to say, children, as victims of malnutrition and disease, 
are silent victims. They cannot speak, for they are much too 
young to articulate their suffering. But this is not the whole 
of our concern. More important is the full development of the 
human potential in each and every child, with good health as a 
necessary precondition. 


Our Constitution, the product of our culture and heritage, 
is wise in stating that this development of the human potential — 
is not only a guarantee to be given, but a birthright to be re- 
spected, by each and every Filipino, for each and every Filipino. 
This birthright stipulates that a child be given every possible — 2 
opportunity for his mind to evolve and bloom, for his creativity = 
to appear and develop, for his ethos to be defined and reinforced. _ a: 


This, in effect, is what the mental feeding program e 
to accomplish, it may happen that many of our mothers r 
unaware of what possibilities for growth and develop 
inherent in every child. Only through a concer 
identifying, stimulating, and reinforcing these pot 
that awareness in the mothers be harnessed and u 
the fulfillment of their children. = 


It is my pleasure to congratulate the Na 
duction Center and the Nutrition Center o: 
combining their efforts in this program. 
program is dedicated to our children wh 
reminded of what Kahlil Gibran said in I 
The crowd had gathered around the prophet and ha 
him to speak about children. The | prop! in re} 
‘‘you are the bows, and your children are the a: 
into the future.” 
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Let us work, therefore, with vigor and enthusiasm for, and 
in, this program. Let us bring the fruits of our efforts into 
the remotest barangays of our archipelago. Let us continually 
remind ourselves that whatever we do today are arrows we 
shoot into our future. 
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Between Two Worlds* 


The Philippines is an archipelago of 7,100 islands slung be- 
tween two mighty seas—the Pacific Ocean and the China Sea; 
two vast continents, America and Asia; two competing ideolo- 
gies, capitalism and communism; indeed, between two worlds. 


For a long time we have been torn between the culture of 
the Orient, into which we were born, and that of the Occident, 
which held us in captivity for centuries. We were once the 
farthest outpost of Islam; we are now in the outer reaches of 
Christianity in Asia. Geography and history have conspired to 
place us at the crossroads of the world, constantly buffeted by 
the conflicting cross-currents of different religions, cultures, 
ideologies, political and economic systems. 


* Delivered before the delegates to the 1976 International Monetary Fund-World 
Bank Joint Annual Meetings at a reception given by the First Lady and Governor 
of Metropolitan Manila, Folk Arts Theater, October 4, 1976, 
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You have come to our country at a most exciting time, 
though at a somewhat awkward stage, when we are negotiating 
the challenging transition from a traditional order to a pro- 
gressive humanist society. 


This new complex of buildings, erected on land reclaimed 
from the sea, stands in dramatic contrast to the slum a 
which blight our city. The contrast of shrine and shanty 8) 
bolizes the shining future against our impoverished pé Das at 


It is too easy to overlook that we Filipinos have ¢ come thi: 
far and built this much out of the ravages of Ske ; Ye 
the ruins of war. We fought incessantly for 400 yeai 
off the yoke of colonialism; finally we won our r al 
1898, but only to have our sovereignty cases away 
by a new master. == = 


For decades we agitated to obtain ow 
1946, barely one year after the war, we - fil 
in the most tragic circumstances: ai 01 
14 million Filipinos then and with Mai 
vastated city of World War II. 0: re 
that holocaust. eee 


A new-born nation baad its 
the pit of despair we clawed our v 
reconstruction and spiritual re 
the context of a political system 
It had all the forms and trapping 


In time we discovered how te : 
selves. What we had was not a d 
democracy. All the great pr niles 
liberty, equality, justice and foie 
privileges by a few, the predator: 
garchy. 


Our economy was the economy of a privileged few, by a 
privileged few, for a privileged few. We had regular elections, 
but they were manipulated by the same oligarchy; to protect 
and advance its interests. We had political freedoms, but these 
only abetted the conspiracies of the extreme left and extreme 
right to overthrow legitimate authority, the people. 


The rule of law we were supposed to enjoy, collapsed and 
proved impotent before the rule of the gun. Even the press— 
whose responsibility in a developing country is to be an active 
partner in development—aped the foreign press in vilifying, 
destroying and fomenting discord and disunity. 


We were then a nation heading inexorably toward disinte- 
gration. We had traveled full circle—from the physical and 
spiritual devastation of 1946 to the total confusion and anarchy 
of 1972. 


All this, in the face of an exploding population. By then, 
September 1972, we had become 42-1/2 million Filipinos, to be 
fourteenth most populous nation in the world. The political, 
economic and social implications of this demographic reality 
contributed to the gravity of the national emergency. 


It was at this critical moment of our history that President 
Marcos established a crisis government, using the powers avail- 
able to him under the Constitution. To stop the threatened re- 
volution from an alliance to the extreme left and the extreme 
right, he had to mount a people’s revolution from the center. 


President Marcos, the battle-scarred leader of a battle- 
scarred people, had to face a greater war—indeed, a more heroic 
struggle for the hearts and minds of his people. Our people 
knew the demands and the perils of a new radical, political sys- 
tem. Yet they felt the need for such a system in their daily 
lives. They not only accepted but clamored for it. 


We had no illusions about what to expect. From our 
friends—disbelief, dismay and disillusionment. From our ene- 
mies—calumny, denunciations and hysteria. And from certain 
segments of the Western press—suspicion, cynicism and pain- 
ful abuse. 


But with the nation’s survival at stake, all that was left 
for the Filipino was his right to life. We could not place this 
on the favorable judgment of the foreign press, or the tolerance 
of our enemies, or yet still, the serenity and good will, much as 
we valued these, of our friends. We had to survive as a people 
and as a nation. We had to build anew. 


The basic needs of the people for food, clothing, shelter, 
health and education had to be met with the meager resources 
of a determined nation. On this depended our people’s struggle 
for survival. 


The wonder is that so much has been done in so brief a 
time. Since September 1972, when President Marcos established 
the crisis government, peace and order has been restored in a 
country once avoided as one of the most unsafe in the world. 


We have liberated millions of Filipino farmers from the 
bondage of tenancy, in the most vigorous and extensive imple- 
mentation of agrarian reform. 


We have so improved the productivity of our lands and 
our seas that we are now self-sufficient in food, and even have 
some surpluses for export. In less than four years we were 
able to bring down our annual population growth rate of 34 
percent to 2,6, And now we have embarked on massive hous- 
ing programs planned by the National Habitat Commission. 


A dynamie economy has replaced a stagnant order, and its — 
rewards are distributed among the many, not hoarded by & 


few. Our foreign policy, once confined by fear and suspicion 
to a narrow alley of self-imposed isolation, now travels the 
broad expressways of friendship and constructive interaction 
with the whole world, in a new spirit of confidence and self- 
reliance. And, finally, forced to work out our own salvation, 
we Filipinos have rediscovered the wellsprings of our strength 
and resilience. As Filipinos, we have found our true identity. 
And having broken our crisis of identity, we are no longer apo- 
logetic and afraid. 


Further, we have freed ourselves from the excesses of 
transplanted cultures. We have gone to our past and our roots, 
a rich indigenous culture that continues to flourish among our 
more than 85 national cultural tribes. Fortunately, a few years 
ago, we discovered the Tasadays—a tribe of Stone Age Filipinos 
hidden for centuries in the rain forests of Mindanao. In them 
we see our origins: the purity, the gentleness and the beauty of 
our land and people at the beginning of time. 


This fortuitous reclamation of our past has given us the 
perspective to command our present and to conquer our future. 


Blessed with life-giving waters, fertile lands and abundant 
natural resources, we Filipinos are fully aware that our great- 
est resource is ourselves. We pride ourselves on a literacy of 
97 percent in the city of Manila, where one-fifth of our people 
live, and on an average of almost 90 percent literacy for the 
rest of the country. So we look to the future unfazed by its 
problems and challenged by its opportunities. 


It is true that many formidable problems still lie ahead, but 
this is hardly a cause for wonder. Which country, after all, is 
not burdened with formidable and seemingly interminable 
problems? 
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Last month, we assembled in Manila, an ‘international 
conference of scientists to discuss how science and Tee 
should be harnessed to cope with the problems of human survi- | ee 
val. With the Philippine experience as a frame of ref Se 


against colonization over a 
and devastation of war; against 


disasters taking a heavy toll 6 
and leftist exten that I 


All these struggles contron 


ex 


eere a new world onder fi 
exercise of the moral ¥ will. 


logy must be the ae of hu 
beneficiary is man, all endeavot 1 
code of ethics. Humanitas bein 
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common responsibility of all, for we live in one world, one planet, 
that we have to call “Mother Earth,” the common home of man. 


Distinguished delegates and friends, I invite you to meet the 
Philippines’ greatest resource: the Filipino people, living be- 
tween two worlds, working together as we all must, to bring 
about a society worthy of man. 
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‘Moral Basis for Coexistence * 


On Leyte Landing Day it is customary to speak about the 
Philippine-American partnership. On this beach, lapped by the 
blue waters of Leyte Gulf, ringed by palm trees and flowers, 
and marked by a new monument, Americans and Filipinos stood 
together and I watched them on that fateful day in October 
1944. 


I am reminded of the terror, the courage and the glory when 
our two nations mingled their blood in battle and in common 
pledge to freedom. It is one of my strongest personal memories. 
And I am here today, both as an eyewitness to history and as a 
representative of the Filipino people, to renew that pledge. 


Our seventy-year-old partnership with America has not 
been without its problems. Over the decades we have been con- 


* Delivered at the 82nd anniversary rites of the Leyte Landing, Palo Beach, 
October 20, 1976. 
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fronted with a multitude of them. But we have always admitted 
the existence of these problems. We have faced them bravely, 
discussed them openly and done our best to solve thenr to the 
satisfaction of both partners. I think the Philippine-American 
partnership has endured mainly because we have ventilated these 
problems. 


We have had our disagreements—as all partners do—but 
I believe they have been constructive, always informed by reality 
as much as by good will. We have always been determined to 
ensure the viability of this partnership, but we have been just 
as concerned that it endured in freedom and with honor. 


I believe the first problem that confronts the Philippine- 
American partnership today is something which both our peo- 
ples, Filipinos and Americans, should understand fully if we are 
to chart our common course successfully. We should both under- 
stand what has happened to us, what is happening today and 
why. I think this problem can best be described as geopolitical 
schizophrenia. And we Filipinos are just as afflicted with it 
as Americans are. It adds to our confusion and uncertainty 
about each other. It imposes bundens. on our relationship and 
strains our common bonds. Fae 


Let me explain. In many senses, we Filipinos lie between 
two worlds: across the China Sea—Asia—and across the Paci- 
fic Ocean—America; between communism and capitalism, be- — 
tween the extreme left and the extreme right. We are mar- 
ginal creatures, trying to make the best of both worlds, torn 
by two opposing forces. 


Americans are—similarly—placed between the Atlantic and = 


the Pacific, which represent not only different oceans but dif- r 
ferent political commitments. They too are pulled one way, by 
Europe across the Atlantic, and the other way, by Asia acro 


the Pacific. They too have conflicting realities, interests and 
divided loyalties. 


The Philippine-American partnership is based on the area 
where these two schizophrenias—the American and the Fili- 
pino—overlap and coincide. Schizophrenia therefore both 
strengthens and weakens the relationship. It strengthens our 
partnership because we share a common role, that of manifest- 
ing a split personality, and so we understand exactly what the 
other is like, how he feels, what he thinks and why he reacts 
in a given way. But it weakens our partnership, because in 
our divided worlds we are continually unable to make that 
choice coincide. 


Both our peoples, Americans and Filipinos, are governed 
by similar geographic imperatives which have been extended 
into economic and political areas. Unfortunately, geography is 
something we cannot do much about. But we can do a lot to- 
ward understanding this plight, and toward honoring our com- 
mitments to our divided selves in as honorable a fashion as both 
our countries are capable of. 


The other problem that lies between our two countries is 
one of size. If similarity is a problem, dissimilarity is a worse 
one. Big, rich, most advanced, superpowerful America beside 
middling, developing, just emerging Philippines. In physical 
size, in economic and military power, in technological advance, 
in gross national product, the contrast between America and 
the Philippines is complete and inescapable. 


As both our peoples know, this disparity has had an em- 
barrassing and demoralizing effect on Americans and Filipinos 
alike. How can a teenage dwarf remain really friends with a 
formidable giant whose tiniest sneeze can seem like a hurri- 
cane? The only commonsensical answer to both problems, it 
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It lies in the moral sphere. x5 
The problems of our partnership can beret 

to a moral and ethical code that will se 

existence. We can live together even 

and different sizes. : 

culture, each other’s positions : 

The larger country would have. 

dence, and the smaller country 

and courage. America needs 

and the Philippines should ) 
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national standards. = 


Let us both be clear 
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The City of Mants founded on the City of God * 


On behalf of President Marcos and the people of the Philip- 
pines and on my own behalf and. that of the citizens of Metro 
Manila, I welcome you all with a full heart, and we thank you 
for sharing the Lord’s blessings with us. 


We are gathered here at a most momentous time, for we, 
Filipinos in the New Society, the Compassionate Society, are 
now engaged in our own miracle of resurrection. 


Our country has endured its own agony and near-death, 
And today, we are struggling to shed the mortal coils of ma. 
terial want, intellectual deprivation and spiritual poverty which 
centuries and decades of oppression have left us with. We are 
working to give better quality of life to our people, so that they 
ean lift their new life to greater heights. We call it a total 
renewal, a New Society, that is, a Compassionate Society. But 


* Delivered at the opening of the Metro Manila Billy Graham Crusade, Philippine 
International Convention Center, November 23, 1977. 


it is nothing less than a redemption of both the body and the 
spirit. 

President Marcos and all of the 44 million people of the 
Philippines are now striving to liberate ourselves from all evil 
and degradation, to leave behind us all the disabling ingredients, 
the old sears and traumas, the violence and obscenity, the indig- 
nities of man, the unworthiness of the past. With love, we hope 
to cast off our old skins to emerge renewed and become truly 
human. We are still at a perilous stage. The President and 
I are fully conscious that our temporal powers are bestowed by 
God and we clearly realize that this gift of love can only be used 
in the purest of motives. 

But we are not afraid, for we know that only the man who 
is afraid to mention and ask for the One whom he believes to 
be his Creator will come to naught. 


We are reminded and inspired that America came to her 
greatness because of the strong foundation of spiritual and 
religious freedom that initiated her birth—the purity of those 
who sought escape from bigotry and degradation. The Ply- 
mouth Rock of the early American remains a symbol of freedom 
and spiritual strength to the modern Filipinos. 


Within these shores, on our own green pastures and even 
in our darkest valleys, God is not a stranger but a friend, here 
in the Philippines. We fully realize that as we strive to make 
Metro Manila the City of Man, its basic foundation is the City of 
God. For it is love that affiliates man to God. It is the con- 
sciousness of Christ that motivates and informs our labors. It 
is the Christ-conscious mind or the consciousness of Christ again 
that moves us towards a Eucharist of total renewal, in that 
other shore for which we are all destined. 


We are grateful for Dr. Graham’s presence in the Philip- 
pines, especially in Manila, for his love and his eloquence, for 
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his goodness and kindness and for the legendary American gen- 
erosity which has made all these possible. We are appreciative 
of the bountiful harvest that awaits the Filipino people this 
week. 


Although we have had some measure of success in other 
spheres—for our city is now a little more clean and a little more 
orderly and our citizens’ material and intellectual needs attended 
to as much as our resources permit—we can never, never have 
enough of divine leadership and its spiritual fullness. 


Dr. Billy Graham, Madame Ruth Graham and their crusade 
are here to remind us that Christ is our guardian and our sanc- 
tuary, and that amid all our worldly endeavors, it is only those 
who are Christ-informed and Christ-conscious who are strong. 
We are aware of Dr. Graham’s work in the great cities of the 
world where—everywhere he has gone—he has made man more 
God-like, and God more human. 


We thank Dr. Graham again and all of you Ministers of 
God gathered here in the name and in the love of Christ. 


May we all share in the Lord’s benediction. 
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The Rising Role of Women* 


As we celebrate the second anniversary of the National 
Commission on the Role of Filipino Women, we congratulate 
the commission for the issues it has confronted in its first two 
years. I am particularly appreciative of the objectives that the 
commission has set to undertake specifically that of Bayanihan 
and Sanggunian. 


For we are in a period of reckoning. 


Humankind journeys precariously between destruction and 
despair. Values have been sadly dislocated and the need for 
noble visions is imperative. At no time in the world’s history 
has there been such an urgent demand for a reassessment of 
fundamental truths that should make humankind more humane. 


* Delivered at the second anniversary of the National Commission on the Role 
of Filipino Women, Philippine International Convention Center, January 6, 1977. 
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In this regard the concepts of Bayanihan and Sanggunian 
underline the participatory responsibilities of women in estab- 
lishing the kind of society that develops the total human being. 
A society that does not discriminate color, creed or sex. A 
society that integrates the whole community in the efforts at 
development. A society that pursues excellence in mind and spirit. 
A compassionate society that alleviates suffering and extends 
love. 


But it is not only a matter of integrating women in the 
task of creating this ideal society. For the woman’s role has — 
already been identified: that of man’s authentic partner in th = 
struggle for life, indeed, in the making of a civilization. It is 
at this point of reckoning, a matter of pursuing ae role mor . 
aggressively and with deeper concern. a 


The Filipino woman is not like her aaa counterpar a 
who struggles for emancipation in a seemingly male unive: 
Like her Asian sisters td ke may of the women fe h ird 
World woman has always been considered the giver — 
er of life. Her home is not confined to the Sones 
the routine of household chores. She is in polities, govern me nt nt 
business and social work, in the professions and thet rades. | 
the rural areas, she complements farm management ¥ with t 
resourcefulness of cottage crafts and small- or 1 medium-sea 
home industries. ee: 


What then, must the Filipino + W man . 


This is the question I pose before y 
sembly. There are recent series 
there are changes in our inte tic 
crises on energy and catastrophe; t ler na stil 
own countrymen in need of proper nutrition an 
there are areas in our institutions hatha ve | 
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There ave hundreds of other concerns that the Filipino woman 
should venture to pursue. 


I am confident that this commission has the strength and 
the wisdom to forge through these difficult times. As it has 
demonstrated in the past two years, the commission is the right 
vehicle and forum for enhancing the status of women, especially 
on such questions as fair employment and divorce. I am hopeful 
that in this year of challenges, the commission will further 
expand its horizons and play an increasing role in the remaking 
of our society. 


More power to you, then, and may this year prove a fruitful 
one for all of us. 


15 


The Metropolis: A Summons to Humanity * 


In this very same forum last year, I was privileged to speak 
to you about a vision, a vision of Metropolitan Manila as the 
City of Man. It is significant that I am now addressing the same 
forum—although its scope is larger, being the gathering of 
national Rotarians—on what has since transpired in our endeavor 
to realize that vision. I am, moreover, deeply gratified that the 
Rotary theme in Metr») Manila itself invites one and all to parti- 
cipate in making Manila the City of Man, as befits the premier 
city of the Philippines. 


Allow me, therefore, to congratulate and thank you for 
offering yourselves to the work of the present and the commit- 
ment to the future. 


You will recall that to encompass the magnitude of our tasks, 
I proposed a design commensurate in scope. Nothing less would 


* Delivered at the annual meeting of the Rotary Clubs of Metropolitan Manila, 
Grand Ballroom, Philippine Plaza Hotel, January 13, 1977. 
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be fair to the millions who have come to make pe Deis city 
of their affections.” 


We did not wait for ideal conditions is to say, the 
provision of ample means—in order to start work, Our inherited 
problems were many and formidable, owing to the negligence — 
of decades. These had to be immediately confronted. T lere were 
the annual floods and the myriad problems brous | 
congestion—inadequate transportation, housing, é 

amenities; ugliness and unhygienic oon ions; s 
ing criminality. 


’ 
Avie! 


In a year’s time, we have wae 
beautify the city by clean-up drives and t 
to the extent that now ne aay Ne 
ever used to be. 


Pasig river. We have installed fl 
drainage to meet the inconvenience 
from the annual floods. 


We have purchased | hi mn 
muter trains, and will so 


to meet the transportation | 
the same time not to aggrav: 


governance must give the citizenry opportunities to make them- 
selves productively active, for idleness and boredom are signifi- 
cant causes of moral and physical decline. 


The task, my friends, is a continuing thing. Life changes 
too fast in the city and we always have to anticipate the changes. 
Moreover, there are problems which need the work and dedication 
of decades, such as floods and traffic. 


We know, for example, that much of Metro Manila is two 
feet below sea level. Satellite technology has impressed upon us 
that our metropolis used to be a vast swamp. Man, in his 
ingenuity, transformed it to a city, but in the process, added 
man-made problems to natural problems. It is clear, therefore, 
that we have to be relentless in the pursuit of solutions. 


Thus even as we say that the atmosphere of Metro Manila 
has radically changed because of what has been done, we are 
aware that to yesterday’s tasks, we must add today’s, or this 
New Year’s labors. As we press solutions to last year’s problems, 
we look for solutions to other problems. The labor is Sisyphian: 
there can be no flagging. For you will recall that as Sisyphus 
pushed his rock to the top of the mountain, it would roll down 
again and Sisyphus had to push it up again. This is the com- 
manding image of creating a modern city. 


We, in the Third World and the developing countries, have 
the same problems as the countries in the First World—only more 
so. We have, besides, the more formidable problem of inadequate 
resources, or even the lack of these. But we cannot shirk the 
task and the challenge because of this condition. To shirk it is 
to make the condition worse. 


For decades, as you well know, the cities and municipalities 
that now comprise our metropolis, existed in autarky, independent 
of, and isolated from, each other. Each one had no business with 
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the other, to the extent that the enforcement of laws, construction 
and the provision of social services proceeded according to erratic 
rules, and even tastes. Manila proper, consequently, was -evis- 
cerated, and little by little, the evisceration began to creep into 
the neighboring municipalities. There was “apoplexy in the 
center and anemia at the edges.” 


However, a metropolis is not space alone; it is a dimension 
of the mind, a surge of the spirit. I said earlier that the atmo- 
sphere of Metro Manila has radically changed. How do we 
characterize this radical change? It is, to our mind, a cultural 
change, for the authentic City of Man is a culture, a crown of 
civilization; in short, a way of life. 


We have answered with a design, a vision—and a purpose. 
But the idea was not merely to stop the deterioration of the city; 
it was to create an integrated community that would accommodate 
a growing population with its multifarious needs. 


The vision is staggering at first, but once the logic is 
perceived clearly, it is very much within the necessity of present 
realities. National decentralization dictates the logic; urban- 
ization underlines the necessity. 


Thus from the vision of the city in the old sense, we proceed 
to its natural growth: the metropolis. Our national government, 
in step with the worldwide trend, has come up with a blueprint 
for Metro Manila which cuts through the Sierra Madres to In- 
fanta in Quezon province, at the rim of the Pacific Ocean. The 
national plan will have a Metro Manila bordered by the Pacific 
Ocean and the China Sea. Two air and sea ports within the 
region will be on call for the convenience and facilitation of our 
country’s international commerce. In this way is Manila truly 


joined to the rest of the country, while she reaches out to the, 
rest of the world. ; 
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Such, indeed, is a real metropolis, a truly spacious one. 
Again, there will be challenges, except that in this case, they will 
be anticipated according to a grand design. We know, for 
example, that with the increase in population as the metropolis 
emerges, there will be a considerable increase in the demand for 
power and fuel. Already, the plans for geothermal, hydro, and 
nuclear plants have been drawn up by national authorities. 


By sheer size alone, Metro Manila will expand the horizons 
not only of Manilans but of every Filipino. Opportunities will be 
multiplied—there will be ample room for dynamism, for pent-up 
energies, for dreams and their realization. Metropolitan progress 
will then radiate, as it should, to all corners—east, west, north, 
south—not only in Luzon but to all the rest of the country. 


The logistics for this expansion are being worked out, thanks 
to the farsightedness and understanding of the national govern- 
ment. 


For an administrator, I always believed that one must not 
only know or understand a problem but must feel the problem. A 
few months ago we circulated a questionnaire to students of 
Metro Manila. We wanted to know exactly what the pressing 
problems of the city were. As we awaited the reply, we drew up 
plans for this year. We aligned some of our plans with the 
national thrust for this year, like housing and medical services. 
But we felt that if the students cited other needs, we would be 
flexible and change our plans accordingly. I always give im- 
portance to the voice of the young for they are the future; and 
we build the city and the country for them. 


One of the gratifying moments of an administrator is to find 
that his reading of a situation coincides with the popular will. 
While preparing this speech, we received the summary of some 
800,000 replies as collated by the computer. It was heartening 
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gations of city-dwellers, W 
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there are now. These will not only attend to the ailing; they 


will also guide the populace in proper nutritional and sanitation 
habits and in family planning, 


Social housing, of course, requires more resources. We shall 
see to it that Tondo and other human settlements get their im- 
mediate share of low-cost housing. In this endeavor we shall 
count on the support of national housing authorities, and, where 
it applies, on the cooperation and support of you—the private 
sector. 


You may ask, “Could all these be done all at once? Shouldn’t 
we proceed step by step, one by one?” When I was just First 
Lady I had the luxury of priorities, but since I became Metro 
Manila governor, I know now that anything that touches a human 
being is a priority. 


My friends, with Metro Manila, not to say with the entire 
nation, everything must be done at once. To be sure, we take one 
step at a time, but the end step should be so planned that it should 
lead to many directions. If we still have it, we must shed our 
“priority complex.” The spirit cannot be starved while the body 
is being fed. We are human beings; and men live in two worlds 
—in body and in soul. 


Experience has borne out our vision. To a misguided few, 
art and culture are “frivolities.” And yet when the Cultural 
Center of the Philippines, the Convention Center, the Folk Arts 
Theater, had become realities, after criticism here and there, they 
overflowed with Manilans rich and poor, who came to be diverted, 
entertained and enlightened. We have brought the cultural per- 
formances and treasures of Russia, Egypt, China, America, 
Japan and other nations to Metro Manila, and we hope to continue 
doing so. ‘ 


The same thing can be said of the hotels of Metro Manila. 
We cannot wait for tourists and investors to come in droves 
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before our businessmen can he allowed to cons 
Tourism and investors follow silent 
way round, 


We have given our people a glimpse ot he e: 
eternally true, beautiful and good. pe this exy 
sured by grains of rice? Let us at : 
our bodies suffer also. 


ous. There is a balance in man a 
we walk the earth, we also lo 
therefore, building Metro Mai 
retardates and mere eee 
total man. 


We therefore should ef 


inspiration of a poem. As he finishes his daily labor, he craves 
for something more transcendent than a paycheck. Although 
he may not articulate it fully, he desires to belong to the un- 
folding universe. 


As that is his need, that is also the situation of Metropoli- 
tan Manila, a part of our great land, a part of our great world. 


The seas which surround our new metropolis serve to re- 
mind us that we are not isolated, that we reach out to the wide 
world, a cadence in the rhythm of mankind. There is no poli- 
tical, economic, social, or cultural event that does not touch our 
city, our country and us, her inhabitants. 


Because of this, our obligations are manifold: to our fami- 
lies, our community, our metropolis, our nation, and to our pla- 
net. Hence your governor finds herself in Libya, for example, 
on behalf of the nation and our city, carrying with her its bur- 
dens: absent physically, but ever present in heart, soul, and 
spirit in the city and country of her affection. 


The saddest indictment of the modern city is that it alien- 
ates human beings from another, that it dehumanizes. We aim 
to destroy that alienation, for we are not meant to create a 
spacious desert, barren of community, compassion and justice. 


Our metropolis then must be a new frontier of the human 
spirit. 


For, indeed, why do we create a city, a metropolis that is 
to be the crown of a civilization? We do not create it for our- 
selves alone nor for the city dwellers. We create it for an en- 
tire people. As with all the great cities of the world—New 
York, Moscow, Peking, Paris, London, Rome or Tokyo—Metro 
Manila is for everyone, for every human being of whatever na- 
tionality who craves for that community which is in rhythm 


85 


at 


with the universe. 
ea 


The Struggle for Peace“ 


The Mindanao Executive Development Academy and the 
inter-agency task force of the National Coordinating Committee 
have commendably initiated this leadership training for the Dev- 
elopment of Mindanao. As all of us are aware, Southern Philip- 
pines is a major focus of our efforts in the New Society. 


But even more deserving of commendation are the forty-five 
participants in this 21-day program. Mostly young with an ave- 
rage age in the late twenties, these participants represent the 
cream of the Moro National Liberation Front. They are brightest 
hopes for the future of Mindanao and the entire country. 


You have been gallant commanders in combat; now you must 
be dedicated pioneers in peace. Yours is the realization that the 


* Delivered at the opening ceremonies of the Second Leadership Training Program 
for the Development of Mindanao, PICC, February 6, 1977. 
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real revolution lies in creation, not destruction. You are going to 
build a new world out of love, intelligence and compassion. With 
this new orientation you have just enlisted yourselves “forefront 
revolutionaries of the New Society.” 


The New Society, as proclaimed in no uncertain terms, by 
President Marcos is a revolutionary society. It is rebelling against 
the old order of injustice, corruption, indolence, callousness and 
apathy. It is subverting these and replacing them with justice, 
integrity, dynamism and compassion. 


You have rebelled against the past, and are now working to 
bring about an exalting, progressive and confident future. These 
are the revolutionary chariges that the New Society is striving to 
bring about. 


At the same time, we realized that unless peace is restored 
in Mindanao, the progress and development that we want to bring 
to Mindanao cannot be realized. So longas uncertainties and 
suspicion remain, so long as fighting persists, it will be difficult, 
even impossible, to really do something constructive and progres- 
sive in Mindanao, and the nearby islands. 


This was the motive that impelled President Marcos to send 
me to Libya late last year. It was a sincere desire to help bring 
about an end to the conflict in the south and to help restore peace, 
so that reconstruction and rehabilitation could start, and new 
strides toward genuine development could be undertaken. 


True freedom is possible only in an atmosphere of peace. 


The end of the fighting, in the south is only the beginning of 
the real revolution that we are waging in Mindanao. In the past, 
it was easy to explain to people why progress had been slow. We 
could point to the conflict and the fighting. Now, we cannot use 
that as a reason. We have to produce results, resuilts in the form 
of better life for the people manifested in concrete and meaningful 


ways in their everyday lives. While the coming of the peace has 
made the task of progress more feasible; in some sense, peace 
makes the job, more demanding if not more difficult. Peace acce- 
lerates the rhythm of development. And development for the 
welfare of people poses more sophisticated and varied problems. 


Humanitas is the revolution for the people’s welfare. This is 
the challenge of the new revolution. 


It is against this background and in the light of all these dev- 
elopments that I come to you today as you begin your training 
for leadership in the development of Mindanao. I would like to 
use this forum now for sounding out a call for a different kind of 
a revolution in Mindanao. It is the revolution of the New Society. 
This revolution is both different and difficult because we are not 
just tearing down the unjust and backward structures of the past; 
we have the more difficult task or replacing these unjust and 
backward structures with something better. And we will have 
to do this in an atmosphere of peace. Our enemies—injustice, 
backwardness, indifference, ignorance—are well-entrenched and 
have been there for centuries. We will have to conquer them 
and replace them with justice, progress, compassion and enlighten- 
ment. As the revolution of the New Society, we must be moved 
by a mind that feels and a heart that reflects. 


As the prophet and Ali teach us, “the first thing created by 
Allah was the intellect,” and, therefore, “Allah did not distribute 
to his servants anything more to be esteemed than intelligence.” 


Now intelligence in our rapidly changing time means, above 
all, the attitudes, knowledge, and skills of modern existence. With- 
out sacrificing cherished traditional values. 


This seems to be the essence of Islam, as evidence of its glo- 
rious history. We know that it was Ibn Rushd who reintroduced 
Aristotle to a then barbaric west. It was the Calip Ma’mun who 


created the “House of Wisdom”, the famous center of learning 
that included a library, a translation bureau and a school. Indeed, 
as one account says, “many scientific terms with Arabic roots, 
from Alegra to Zenith reflect to this day Islam’s activity in the 
fields where knowledge was widened and human suffering 
decreased.”’ 


And so it is towards the widening of human knowledge and 
the elimination of human suffering that this leadership training 
is undertaken, primarily in Mindanao but ultimately in our en- 
tire country. As participants, you are all involved, as we are all 
involved, in the great adventure of making our world a better 
place to live in. 


We are united in this task by common hopes rather than by 
common fears: by confidence rather than distrust. In love rather 
than enmity. The only enemies are ignorance, poverty, and 
disease, our only weapons: the power of human mind, and the com- 
passion of a sensitive heart God’s gift to mankind. 


For the accidents of history tend to make us forget what we 
are originally to each other. Foreign conquests have turned 
Muslim and Christian brothers against each other. All of us, 
therefore must engage ourselyes in the task of “historical 
yarns Let us embrace one another, Muslim and Christian, 

ich or poor, in the new spirit of brotherhood under the New 
Society. ; 
This is as much a resolution of the mind as an action of the 
heart. We use our minds to clarify the problems and provide 
the solutions, We need the heart to have the will to translate 
into reality what the intellect dictates. But in order to wield the 
mind and heart, we need a common orientation, a unifying ideo- 
logy which reveals to us our single identity. 


The struggle that we are hopefully leaving behind us is a 
struggle for identity. This could not have been possible with- 
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out the creation of a new social order, an order which includes 
all Filipinos and not just a few. 


You are here, therefore, as part of that great, national crea- 
tive effort. As young leaders, you have much to offer. You 
will cope with the problems of the present, you will help shape 
the future. 


If in the past history that will unite us. 


For truly the heroism and glory of combat is excelled by the 
heroism and glory of winning the peace. As the Koran and 
the Bible remind us, it is the man of peace who is beloved in the. 
eyes of God. 


In our time, the man of peace is he who would end ignorance 
and poverty by using his intellect in the promotion of political, 
economic and social equality and justice for his fellowmen. It 
is a difficult task. But we have the means, we have the tools. 
And, above all, we have the will. 


Our creator Allah has once again united us brothers beyond 
our conflicts to become brothers in our humanity. Because with 
the wisdom and compassion gained from the painful experience 
of a common past let us be the revolutionist of the New Society. 
That we may give a better quality of life not only to those who 
are our own but to all of humankind. 
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A City of Man In The Kingdom of God* 


“Alay Sa Puso” is our heart’s tribute and offering to the 
work of Mother Teresa, whose life is dedicated to the “Hungry, 
naked and homeless Christ.” As she serves to give something 
beautiful for God, she is herself something beautiful from God. 


“The real evil,” as our saintly guest says, “is the Indiffer- 
ence to one’s neighbor.” 


In secular terms, we know this indifference as the lack of a 
social conscience. We have seen how this indifference, this alien- 
ation of man from man, specially of the privileged from the 
poor, this had almost destroyed our nation in the past. 


The new society of the Philippines under President Marcos 
is a compassionate society. It is the gentle child of discipline 


* Delivered at the inauguration of the Alay Sa Puso Center, Del Pan, Tondo, 
Manila, February 11, 1977, 
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horn out of love, and the need of the human being for one an- 
other. Mother Teresa’s mission which stretches from Caleutta 
to Metro Manila, is a personal exemplification of what we 
trying to do, to help the poor, to be among them, in the 
of unity. She comes to bring hope, not to sow div isi 
sympathize and not to agitate. For nothing can be a 
by enmity but a whole universe can be conquered by | 


As we said before, this, for us, is the quintessence ] 
Manila, which we fondly call “the City of Man.” We ¢ 
structing a habitat for the human being and for the 
Every project of Metro Manila from the beauti fic: 
surroundings to the construction of agora mar 
nothing less than breaking the barriers erected 
station and status. We temper whee 1 V 
munion. 


Hand in hand, therefore, with the s 


to the creation of a truly new | te oC 
a society based on compassion, govern y by 
and hearts that reflect and strengthened by 


erete—but the enduring th a ~— af - 
to humanity, that this community y | 
of man” in the Kingdom of God, 


We Must Know Ourselves * 


I can only give you some informal remarks this evening. 
There is nothing really complicated about mass media to the 
minds of laymen, who are daily exposed to mass media. The 
technology behind them is, of course, sophisticated but its im- 
pact on the human mind is immediate. This must be the reason 
why the Metro Manila Committee for Mass Media, which as you 
know, we created sometime ago-composed of Mr. Emilio Aguilar 
Cruz, Mrs. Chitang Guerrero Nakpil and Adrian Cristobal— 
has up to now continued to observe merely rather than prescribe 
complicated rules and guidelines. I can understand the point of 
the committee: you issue so many “‘don’ts’” and soon there will 
be too few “dos”. 


The point is really simple. When it comes to the uses of 
mass communications, all of us have the same objective: to in- 


* Delivered at the Kapisanan ng mga Brodkasters sa Pilipinas, Philippine Plaza 
Hotel, February 24, 1977. 


form, educate and enlighten our fellowmen. We use the news 
papers, and in your particular case, radio and television, 
enlighten and not to deceive, to clarify and not ig 
guide and not to distort. But it follows too tht 
succeed i in this task, you need the correct oriente i} 


deception, confusion and distortion. 


In the first place, many of our media men 
their western counterparts in their views anc 
their diction and enunciation. When the ; 
result is hilarious. But it is not ay 


well as anyone else than the mass 
glamor, is “infectious.” They have : 
millions of people. In developing coun 
gling with internal reforms So oncer 


The role of mass media : 
had occasion to say before = 
lopment and progress and in” 
of media is to cut down ¢ mn 


out of the corners of th 
that they have a duty te 


their nation, for this duty is not merely to entertain and inform 
but to educate, to uplift, to instruct, in short to teach. 


This is not to say that the media must turn into dull, preachy 
sermonizing people. On the contrary, this teaching and up- 
lifting role should be one of joy and beauty and growth based 
on love. Let the media grow with Metro Manila, grow in wis- 
dom and grace, in cleanliness and strength. Let them become 
as vital and as exciting as Metro Manila the premier city of the 
Philippines. Let them feel with the city of our affection: 
Manila. With and for Metro Manila, with its good government, 
with its graceful clean streets and healthy environment, let 
them participate in Manila’s programs, and encourage the citi- 
zenry to do so. Perhaps we may take our cue in the fight 
against pollution, from the Metro Manila aides. As they clean 
the streets of Manila, the Kapisanan ng mga Brodkasters can 
clean the airlanes of its inaccuracies, its shortsightedness, and 
its vulgarities. Let us cleanse ourselves and the atmosphere so 
we may all grow together. Join Metro Manila as it breathes 
to live again. 


And as you inform and teach you must give joy and beauty 
to your public. Thus even in entertainment we can exceed the 
bounds of good taste and the cleverness of our commentaries 
if we violate the fundamental canon of journalism: accuracy. 
It is not that the violators are opposed to the principles of our 
New Society: it may be simply because that their enthusiasm 
exceed their grasp of the situation—they are more eager than 
intelligent. But in this modern world, particularly when we are 
building a better society, we should temper our enthusiasm for 
words with a little more intelligence and diligence. 


As media people, we need to be more conscious of ourselves 
—conscious of our views, our words, our thoughts. Why? Sim- 
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ply because people take precious time out to listen to us. And 
when people do this, they are prepared to be influenced. In this 
instance, the right to use the media of mass communications— 
the space in which messages travel—is like the right to use the 
sky. It is a public trust for the common good. In the same 
way that travel by air should be safe, mass media must be 
safe for the mind. 


I do not mean by this the safety of complacency. I mean 
the assurance that when one gets it from media, it must, at 
least, be factually true, so that the viewer—or the reader—who 
has no first-hand access to the news, can form a well-considered 
opinion. Life is opinion, as the philosopher Marcus Aurelius 
once said, but opinion without fact results in a distorted vision, 
therefore a distorted life. We must learn to be ourselves in the 
best possible sense. 


Fose P. Laurel: 
The Immortality of Wisdom * 


Today, we celebrate the immortality of wisdom, the immor- 
tality of Jose P. Laurel whose heart and mind have brought us 
together today in the home of that man’s wisdom, the Lyceum of 
the Philippines. 


My presence here this afternoon is not to receive an award. 
For President Marcos and I have oftentimes said before that we 
cannot receive awards for something that we know is a privi- 
lege bestowed on us by our country and our people. For to repeat 
what I have often said before, “To work and serve those we love 
is always a joy and a privilege and therefore never a sacrifice. 
For to be able to serve is reward enough.” My presence here 
perhaps is to help symbolize the reality that was Jose P. Laurel 


* Delivered after receiving her Jose P. Laurel Award at the Lyceum of the 
Philippines at its Awards Convocation on the occasion of the 25th Anniversary of 
ite foundation, March 7, 1977. 


and to give tribute to the man whose heart and mind have made 
all our presence here possible especially to a son who may not 
bear his name but his heart, Ferdinand Marcos, President of the 
Republic of the Philippines who attributes his rebirth to Dr. Jose 
P. Laurel, for from him he received justice and the right to be 
born again. 


My deepest recollection of this man goes more to my youth 
in Leyte in the form of an inscription in a young girl’s autograph 
book which said, “Imelda, I hope that someday my sons will see 
in you the beauty that I have seen, signed Jose P. Laurel.” In- 4 
deed, I would like to say that such a son fulfilled his hopes, for 
Ferdinand always regarded Dr. Laurel as a father. 


“I know that there is little that I can add to the knowledge that 
all of you have of this man. 


/ For there are many distinctions, many accolades, due to 
Jose P. Laurel in private and public life, whether in war or J Dead : 


Many revere the Laurel legacy, still others 
achievements as a President, a jurist, and as a human 
But all of us are richer by the moral precepts he enunci: 
one of the great educators of the race. His books, which w 
numerous, again and again invoked the wisdom of. the ac 
“of our noble forbears”—on which he anchored | niloso 
of education. He dreamed of the geod sage 


and moral forum. And today a —— SS vn fr a on 

vision is the Lyceum of the Philippines. = 
, But of all the laudable things he 4 i i 

quite compare with his concern for bat be ng, 

his philosophy of education, No : phi 
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P. Laurel embodied his philosophy in a living institution of 
learning, the Lyceum of the Philippines. 


For the mind is the seat of wisdom, and wisdom implies 
not merely knowledge but also moral sentiments. He have only 
to remember that Dr. Laurel always spoke of “rice and wis- 
dom” to realize that for him, life was spirit as much as matter, 
the soul as much as the body. In his dedication to this human 
unity, he made his pronouncements, lectures on the good life 
and established the Lyceum for the edification of our race. 


In one of his speeches, he lamented the state of education 
then in these words, and with our permission, I quote: ‘Behold, 
the sad spectacle of Filipinos who have had schooling but no 
education, who are depressing caricatures of our once noble and 
admirable forbears; bedegreed men and women who are without 
integrity and character; young people who are only modern but 
not modest or up to the minimum standard of decent behavior; 
Filipinos who are even ashamed of the fine customs and the 
ancient virtues that used to prevail in the land of their birth; 
Filipinos who measure anything and everything in terms of 
foreign standards, foreign ways, foreign achievements, as though 
everything indigenous were outmoded and useless.” 


Against this sorry spectacle, he proposed an educational 
philosophy, theory and practice, method and orientation which 
spring “organically from the grassroots of our people, nourished 
opiously and unremittingly from there, and then pour back 
fountain-like seeping thoroughly again into those roots to fer- 
tilize and nurture and condition the growth of the new shoots, 


the saplings of the race.” 


Out of this nationalist vision for education, Dr. Jose P. 
Laurel would make a good Filipino through instruction and 
training, a good ‘economic man’, a good ‘universal man’ out of 
every Filipino. 
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For him nothing could be higher than a man’s authentic 
dedication to the education of the young, indeed, to the education 
of generations of Filipinos. In a personal sense, this is the new 
society, exemplified in his sons who follow his distinctions in 
education, law and publie service, 


In sum, he saw the good life in terms of love of country, love 
of productive labor, and love of humanity. In this age Jr. 
Jose P. Laurel continued and gave a contemporary d 
to the grand intellectual tradition of our race. h : 
demands of us not only reverence but what is nobler at 
erence: Emulation, 33 


Conscious of this challenge as the wife of a son 
of a great statesman Jose P. Laurel, which happ: ily 
lenge to all of us in the New Society, as we redirec 
along the lines of that tradition to which Dr. . 


justice for all 1 hay 


For our evolving New S 
based on the fundamental pr 
ing human face is that ae 


We must be ourselves as we claim our true heritage, a her- 
itage that goes back to our noble forbears, and, in particular, 
to the man in whose memory we have come today. 


Such a view of national regeneration and development does 
not permit simplistic solutions and easy alternatives. For every 
real success can only come from the love and knowledge eman- 
ating from the inner being of man that will bring the wisdom 
to serve mankind. For basic in man’s life we must first grow 
inwards before we can grow outwards. More than anyone, you 
of the Lyceum would profoundly realize this truth, which lends 
to our present society its novel character. 


Such is love of country. It is heart and mind in action for 
love is action and its dimension is measured by the scope and 
magnitude of our service to the community and country. That 
is why Dr. Laurel’s memory endures, for, with his heart and 
with his knowledge he planted the seed of wisdom—the seed of 
intellectual and moral growth—which has kept bearing fruit 
long after he has gone. 


This is the essence of his teachings: that true immortality 
lies in the hearts of those who come after us. Thus the action 
of wisdom is clear: to plant the seeds of growth, to give one’s all 
today—one’s will, one’s work, one’s compassion—for the benefit 
of many tomorrows. 


I am, indeed, the most privileged person today. Warmed 
by the glow of a great memory, strengthened by the presence of 
2 beloved husband, of one who also remembers him fondly, and 
moreover, who shares my life and my love, and this afternoon 
near a younger brother, Ambassador Kokoy Romualdez, Gover- 
nor of Leyte, a product of this university and a close co-worker 
of mine in the New Society, here celebrated in the midst of a 
national university, the Lyceum of the Philippines, whose halls 
quietly recall a wisdom borne out of love and knowledge, sur- 
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The Law of Ltfe and the 
Humanist Intellectual Tradition* 


Ako ay taos-pusong nagpapasalamat sa karangalang ipi- 
nagkaloob ninyo sa isang babae na nagtapos lamang sa dalawang 
maliliit at hindi pa mga kilalang paaralan sa lalawigan ng Leyte, 
ang Holy Spirit Academy at ang Divine Word University. Kaya 
naman, nang unang banggitin ng inyong dating pangulo ng Pa- 
mantasan na si Salvador P. Lopez ang pagkakaloob ng isang 
parangal na doktorado sa akin, ako ay nagdahilan, sapagkat 
sa wari ko ay hindi ako karapatdapat. 


Ngunit nang ulitin sa akin ang alok na ito ng inyong kasa- 
lukuyang pangulo na si Dr. O. D. Corpus, at nang malaman ko 
ngayon lamang magpaparangal ang UP sa isang babaing Pili- 


* Delivered on her conferment by the University of the Philippines with the 
degree of Doctor of Laws, honoris causa, at the 66th U.P. General Commencement 
Excercises, Diliman, Quezon City, April 17, 1977. 
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pino—matapos na parangalan ang isang babaing dayuhan noong 
1966—nilakasan ko ang aking loob na tanggapin na ang para- 
ngal na ito sa ngalan ng kababaihang Pilipino, bilang tinig at ~ 
kinatawan nila sa ating nagbabagong lipunan, sapagkat ang ka- / 
babaihan ay kabalikat sa kaunlaran. Mahigit na mare 
kayamanang pang-sangkatauhan ng mamamayang I Pilipino 
ang ating kababaihan. Ang kagandahang-loob 1 ninyong i 
Pamantasan ng Pilipinas ay mag-liwan ng | r 
sa aking isipan at puso. : 


The honor that this University ie 
me deserves more than a simple exp) 
calls for a genuine articulation of inter 
and heart, for all that it may be wort 
a SS experience. This, eee 


intellectual tradition of the oie 21 
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is a rightful and proper homa ge 
tions of Filipino political leaders, w: 
this tradition has been the do ‘s 
public life for the past seventy 
popular struggle, the struggle 
tinet political form. We do n 
of our people associate with | 
force in society. ss 
For all that, the U.P. t rac it ti 1 
mainstream of the Western intellectual - 
ways it was imposed on us. But we used 1 i 
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the iustrados did in a previous century. We had to know, as the 
saying goes, “the mind of the enemy.” 


We must ask now whether, in the process, we had not 
neglected our own mind. 


For, indeed, what happened after the winning of national 
independence? What happened to the intellectual tradition of 
which the University of the Philippines is the shining exemplar? 
It would seem that the criticism of colonial society on Western 
terms, so well-served by the tradition, was carried over to the 
criticism of post-colonial society, again on Western terms. The 
intellectual tradition which recognized change as the law of life 
appeared to have been unmindful of change. Thus, it has been 
observed that while the U.P. produced a breed of Filipinos which 
provided the intellectual leadership for national independence, it 
had not afterwards produced another breed for the more de- 
manding task of nation-building, of making a society suitable 
to our condition. 


It is, of course, unfair to blame the U.P. for the breakdown 
of the old society. But all the same, her leading lights dominated 
our political life. The breakdown, of course, was the fault of 
the entire society. But insofar as the dominant influence in 
our intellectual life was the Western intellectual tradition, of 
which the U.P. is the exemplar, some blame must be assigned 
to her. The redeeming factor, however, is that it was also a 
U.P. man, involved in a pursuit intimately related to our com- 
mon life, which is politics, who broke with the tradition and 
halted social decline and national destruction. 


We may credit this, if we will, to a flexibility and unexpec- 
_ tedness in the U.P. tradition, for the record shows that there 
have been attempts by some U.P. intellectuals to give social 
significance to the tradition. But the dominant tendency, it 
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must be frankly said, was one of utter social improverishment, 
On this seale, a U.P. education meant academic excellence and, 
in its practical aspects, material success. It had no social im- 
pact. The influence of the U.P. individual was conservative; it 
was not innovative. 


As a conservative social influence, the educated Filipino 
mind, primarily represented by the U.P. mind, was inevitably 
alienated from the people, who needed fundamental and radical 
change. Radicalism, of course, has not been absent in the UP., 
but it was more a dissenting rather than constructive radicalism. 
The vision was not our own; the values were foreign to our 
native culture. The intellectual tradition, in short, has not gone 
beyond its Western moorings. 


All this suggests a reorientation in the intellectual tradition. 
The first step is the reorganization of the social aspect of 
intelligence. But we must go deeper and identify, perhaps, 
reidentify, ourselves. 


It is not that we need to reject Western knowledge. No 
nation can ignore its technology. But we must recognize the 
limitation of tradition, even of an intellectual tradition. If we 
know that even our own traditions can obstruct cur people’s 
progress, what more of borrowed ones? What is suggested, 
therefore, is a recognition of the fact that the best. traditions, 


intellectual or otherwise, have certain cultural and social as-— 
sumptions which must be constantly re-examined and tested in — 
the light of particular human Be A vital ee 


ent hee ee 


ting, Western knowledge—if you will, the —— L 
tradition—is so coldly analytical as to be inse asit 
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after all, the end of learning it is not knowledge but human 
action, Western knowledge is something that we cannot act 
on by itself, unless we wish to dehumanize ourselves. Inowl- 
edge that is not tempered with compassion leads, as experience 
teaches us, to political and social measures which brutalize human 
beings. 

Sensitivity is of the essence in our common life, in our 
interaction with one another. An intellectual tradition which 
is not flexible enough to incorporate sensitivity and, for that 
matter, sensibility, as an intellectual trait, has no human use, 
at least for us. 


Now, that sensitivity, which is at the core of all achieve- 
ments most beneficial to humankind, has but one end: the 
recognition that an authentic life is a life of service. I like to 
think that the secret of my life—and yours—is serve to our 
fellow human beings. Whatever endeavors in life we elect to 
pursue, we discover ultimately that this motive force expands 
cur knowledge and increases our wisdom. 


Sensitive to the world around us, we are able to locate our- 
selves in the universe, in the world, in our community. Thus, 
as Filipinos, we become aware of our concrete geographical 
and historical cireumstances: how we are exposed to two great 
religions, to two great conflicting ideologies from north and 
south, east and west, and how, finally, attempts are made to 
disguise ideological with religious confrontation. We become 
sensitive to the forces which seek to divide us, not only from 
each other, but from the Third World. We cannot be aware 
of all these if we are simply captives of an old tradition. 


Every people lives under unique circumstances shaped by 
certain forces and events. Traditions, whether intellectual, moral, 
or cultural, can and do blind us, making us adhere to practices 
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no longer consonant with and responsive to new realities. This 
happens when we forget, as selfishness makes us forget, that 
we belong to a universe and a world, that we are part of human 
society to which we owe definite obligations. 


Certainly, a narrow and selfish regard for one’s personal 
interest is the most effective way of preventing this awareness. 
It is also the most effective way of destroying humanity, on the 
one end, and of destroying society, on the other. We have 
experienced the latter. We pray that we do not experience 
the first. 


That certain powers (and individuals) tend to ignore this 
in their drive for supremacy should not invite in us the same 
insensitivity. We Filipinos have a duty to ourselves in society. 
We also have our obligations to the universe which harbors 
us and to the world we live in. We can sum up all these obliga- 
tions as our allegiance to life, its survival and, as far as it is 
attainable, its perfection. 


In this high endeavor, the university graduate has a special 
responsibility. For good or ill, it is the university graduate who 
eventually directs the mental reflexes of a people. His values, 
intellectual and moral, become the values of society. 


If his idea of success is a lucrative legal practice, a wealthy 
clientele, or renown abroad for serving an academic tradition 
alienated from his people, that will be the gauge of success 
of his countrymen as well. 


But there is no room for selfishness in a society like ours, 
a developing society, where the only privilege to be valued is 
that of working together. 


By concrete and particular measures, known by such terms 


as environmentalism, population control, the rights of children, 


_ 


— 


110 


the role of women, human settlements, reforms in land owner- 
ship and education, political, economic, social and cultural re- 
construction, we must contribute our share to the most critical 
undertaking of our time: to make this planet habitable for man. 


Such an expanded consciousness of our place in God’s 
universe can only be brought about by an intellectual tradition 
which is thoroughly humanist. By committing ourselves to what 
is totally human, we become most completely ourselves. Put 
in another way, nationalism is also humanism. When we thus 
ask ourselves, “How is the humanity of the Filipino to be de- 
veloped to his fullest potential at a given point of a particular 
striving?”, ‘we are asking and responding to the fundamental 
question of a humanist intellectual tradition. 


This is not just an action of the human mind. It is of the 
total man. Obviously, the total man is heart no less than mind: 
the reflecting heart and the feeling mind. I am aware that 
‘intellectuals squirm at the word “love,” and yet it is the motive 
power of their own pursuits: whether it be just self-love, or 
love of wisdom, or the higher love of truth. It has been said, 
and we may conclude, that the education of the sentiments is as 
vital for a human being as the education of the intellect. As 
we know, one without the other results not only in a failed 
intellectual life. It results ultimately in a failed life. Whatever 
else we may fail in—we cannot afford to fail as human beings. 
And I believe that love is the divine spark which ultimately sus- 
tains our humanity. For love is giving, love is service, love is life. 


Indeed, the education of the sentiments, pursued primarily 
by an honest and sincere approach to human problems, cannot 
be lightly taken. Let me reveal to you that it was a reflecting 
heart which we brought to our most difficult negotiations with 
leaderships and cultures vastly different from our own. Here, 
in a delicate area of seemingly clear-cut conflict, the decisive 
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foree was not documentation but the labyrinth of feeling. With- 
out sensitivity, the ability to feel a situation or a person—or, 
in our terms pakiramdam—we would have failed. 


But let us go further and note that the great intellectual 
discoveries have come intuitively rather than as full-bodied pro- 
positions to the men and women who made them. This insight 
is not new, but it tends to be forgotten in the safe nurturing 
of old intellectual traditions. As a matter of fact, the grand 
intellectual strides break with tradition. 


Let us keep learning. Let us not be afraid of change. Let 
us not hesitate to admit our ignorance in some aspects of life. 
If humility and the admission of ignorance be the beginning of __ 
wisdom, then let this be the beginning of the new intellecaaay ay 
tradition for the new Filipino. “ 


Here is a message of service to our country and to our 
fellow countrymen. For the intellectual who does not recognizs 
and fulfill his obligations and responsibilities to society is ik 
a tree planted i in the desert where, in the end, it must withe 
and die. It is a message of love for our fellow human bein 
For without that love, all wisdom is mere vanity, vanes of a 
vanities, eeitteh nothing. , 
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moral and physical courage. We do not fee th cnt 
a decisive act, we have solved all our see Sut 
serve notice to the whole world that we, wore yoing | 


a corresponding intellectual tradition. May I te 
and the challenge, to the entire U.P, community, to pr 


these times and for generations to come an intellectu 
worthy of the Filipino in his humanity, = 
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Unicef Conference* 


Let me extend our warmest welcome to the chairman, direc- 
tor general and the members of the board of the United Nations 
Children Economic Fund, UNICEF, the other distinguished de- 
legates and guests of this annual session here in Asia. Your 
presence here is indeed a clear commitment to the cause of 
our future—our children. 


In 1974, I had the privilege to represent the women of the 
Philippines and of Asia at the international colloquium on the 
worldwide child emergency in Geneva. In that colloquium, I 
had the occasion to echo the desperate and angry cry of the 
Nobel-prize winning poetess from Chile, Gabriela Minstral, who 
said we are guilty of many faults, but our worst crime is aban- 
doning our children, neglecting the foundation of life. Many 


* Delivered at the-opening ceremonies of the UNICEF conference, Philippine 
{International Convention Center, CCP Complex, May 17, 1977, 


113 


of the things we need can wait she pleads, “the ee er ae 
To him we cannot answer ‘tomorrow.’ His namé is ‘today.’” 


But today I am happy to observe that the United 
through the UNICEF has not ceased in this ¢ jues % 
the much needed investment in the quality pe on 
tion, a quest which begun thirty-one years ago” 
there is still much to be accomplished; we i nee 
compassion and courage. For even as the me 
of the United Nations are now in the proces 
international economic order for whom will ; 
new world society—be but for the young? Ot 
session here is also a reiteration of a univ 
we all love our children, irrespective of 
political ideology, and because of this 


We in the Philippines are = 
noble objective. We have long be en a 


our contributions, both : me 
UNICEF. . 


Here in the Philigala n 
wards a New Society, we are also 
city of man: Metecine Mani 
man we have place most 0 rea 
the young. For we bells 
play a major role in the x | ional t 
governor of anila I 
derstand and to feel the 


Manila. I have full confidence in the purity of their wisdom 
especially that for their future. Most of my projects were born 
from being sensitive to children. Their vision of tomorrow has 
always impressed me to be more far-reaching, selfless and pure. 
On the other hand in the execution and implementation of the 
hopes and dreams of the young, I depend largely on the experi- 
ence of the adults especially the experts and the technocrats. 
Thus we see in the New Society here in the Philippines that 
President Marcos has placed a great importance on youth leader- 
ship thru the Kabataang Barangay youth leaders. 


Because of this role that they now have to play, we consider 
them in the New Society the vital contributor to the important 
and never-ending task of nation building. We are indeed elated 
that the Filipino young have responded fully to this task, taking 
it as both a challenge and an opportunity. 


Here in Metro Manila our young are deeply involved in a 
great number of activities. Be it social or cultural aside from 
their normal school work our children are involved in the Youth 
Civic Action Program (YCAP). During their summer vacation, 
they help in street-cleaning and tree-planting and work over 
the weekend and vocational training programs which prepare 
them for future technical work. We have been encouraging 
our young to develop certain skills and determination needed to 
grasp any opportunity that exists which will help them face their 
future through nutrition program, mental feeding program. 


But as we encourage their development along the visions we 
have for the young, we also leave them to work out their dreams. 


Thus we provide them with more parks, playgrounds and 
open spaces where they can play, relax and enjoy their leisure 
hours but at the same time stimulate their bodies and minds and 
spirit and leave them their free and wholesome selves. 
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Today here in Metropolitan Manila on this, 


= 


UNICEF once again gives us a timely reminder 


Symbol of our Affections * 


We are privileged to welcome you to Metro Manila and the 
Philippines and to congratulate you for coming together, in such 
a large and distinguished assembly. Let me also note the time- 
liness of the theme of this conference, “The National and Local 
Partnership in the Promotion of Tourism” and its particular 
relevance especially to developing countries. 


We need not emphasize at this point the impact of tourism 
on the economic development of our respective countries. It 
would be sufficient to note that with the cultural and economic 
exchange made possible through tourism, there is also a tendency 
towards fostering a homogeneity of values, attitudes and ideals 
on a global scale, and this largely along the terms of developed 
countries. We in Asia prefer to find our unity in diversity, 


* Delivered at the Pacific Asian Congress of Municipalities, Philippine Interna- 
tional Convention Center, CCP Complex, Roxas Boulevard, May 24, 1977. 
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in the very differences between peoples and our international 
understanding common to all of us—our humanity. 


As with most cities in the developing countries, Manila in 7 
the past was designed to suit the needs of our colonial m asters. 
It was built first around the cross and then around the de 
It grew in the course of centuries, progressing apart from 
needs of man, and later to be almost completely destroyed | 
end of World War II. Out of the ravages of war in 1 19% 

years ago, when we gained our independence, we wer 

fused and demoralized people seeking to build a new nat 
the ruins of a shattered identity, But our efforts at rec 
tion were haphazard; there was growth but it was t 
and before long the city itself began to suffer. By : 
administration took over, Manila was not just in 
reached the edge of utter deterioration. = 


A metropolis which had satisfied the exer 
a few had to deteriorate, being aleuee ron 
the remnants of our colonial past, the b 
on the administration of things rather @ 3 
human beings. Everything hinged on m 
budget, or assistance from the national 
ect was to be undertaken, it succeed 
often it failed, for funds will always | 
for purposes other than the human being 


communication a: ucatior 
and othet tasks. We He 


we challenged and accepted the response of every form of human 
energy. Civic organizations were given a choice of projects: from 
sanitation to adult education, from pollution to population. From 
nutrition, mental feeding to human settlements, from sports to 
arts. 


In Manila, no one who is of the city, whether man, woman 
or child, is left out of its throbbing life, its amenities, its labor 
and above all, its love. 


You may ask my friends, who are my principal advisers, 
my master planners? It is with pride that I tell you it is the 
children of the city, they who are the future, the parents of the 
man, the fathers to come in our growing Metropolis. I believe 
that since we are building for the future, we must be sensitive 
and aware of what.the future wants—or what the children want 
—and these our children of Manila have given us a glimpse of. 
In their innocent creativity, they have indicated to us that they 
want trees, they want their surroundings and air to be clean. 
Through their drawings and murals, they have asked for a city 
that will contain the refinements of the arts and the discipline 
of sports; and nature to be the foundation of their urban | 
existence. 


Thus from these master-planners, we proceed to the adults, 
the technocrats, the experts, the community organizations, who 
have the expertise and experience to turn vision to reality. It has 
all been, we must say, a community endeavor, a cooperative effort 
of human beings, young or old, man or woman, rather than the 
plan and the work of a few. 


From vision to implementation is certainly a difficult pro- 
cess. Realities overwhelm us with priorities all of them urgent— 
from human settlements, zoning to medical services, from flood 
control, peace and order to education, all of these demand effort 
and money. 
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Yet even against the advice of our international creditors 
we have not raised taxes. We always lean towards compassion. 
For mere survival as a nation in a developing country is already 
in itself a struggle. Instead, we ask of everybody that he freely 
choose to contribute to the urban community. Does he have a 
little more money, or does he have an abundance of talent? Is 
he an organizer or a follower, or if he does not have any special 
endowments, talents, or skills, does he have the time and will, the 
heart and the mind, to clean a little street or plant a tree. Ivery 
human being wants to be useful. Our duty is to show him how 
he can be useful without exacting from him a contribution that 
he is not in a position to make. It is not enough therefore to 
know and understand a problem. It is essential that we feel 
it in total apprehension. 


By attending to these simple tasks in the best way we know 
and feel now we found that Manila had, almost overnight, ex- 
panded its tourism considerably. We kept our house in order 
and rediscover our identity we did our utmost tc give the right 
atmosphere for productivity and happiness, before long we found 
ourselves becoming a touristic phenomenon for tourism in Manila 
as the records now show since the establishment of the New So- 
ciety has increased more than tenfold. 


Part of the answer is that in our long search for identity, 
we had found a milestone, We began to know who we are, and 
what we are doing here and why. We began to delve into our 
folk art, and traditions. We began to relearn our foreign tutel- 
age, we not only kept our culture but we had enriched it as well. 


And in rediscovering ourselves, we had led others to dis- 
cover us and to take delight in our mutual discoveries. For to 
take only one instance, our hotels now reflect us, its whole aches, 
of services and entertainment tells you a lot about us. 
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But over and above identity, here in Metro Manila we strove 
to achieve a vision of the city of man. Here we are proud to 
show, a Metropolis of people rather than of steel and stone—a 
community of human beings affectionately interacting with each 
other, discovering once again their basic humanity. 


For in the last analysis, what makes a Metropolis attractive 
is the human being with his inherent human right to realize him- 
self to his full potential. 


Most other cities and countries who have made a success of 
tourism provide—as Manila does—security, comfortable accom- 
modations, culture, the delights of nature, the pleasure of the 
past, the challenge of the present and the promise of the future. 


Fortunately here in Manila we have another essential ingre- 
dient—a smiling, happy people who in the words about us that 
“Filipinos use as the coin of exchange, not money, but affection.” 
And he added that “if we were to put a monetary value to this 
exchange on affection, the Philippines would be the richest coun- 
try in the world.” 


As instruments and executors then of the people’s will, we 
must safeguard our tomorrows and bring to full realization our 
people’s aspirations by harnessing their potential and make of 
all our towns and cities the symbol of our affections, the place 
for the individual man who, by his infinite variety and insur- 
mountable differences, gave tourism its reason for being. For 
however we differ, we reflect in our differences our common 
humanity. 
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We are all Neighbors * 


I am particularly happy to preside over this unique laying 
of the GSIS building marker. There is a refreshing difference 
between this and the usual cornerstone-laying ceremonies that we 
usually see. For this is not so much the start of a construction 
project as the statement of a philosophy and a vision: That man 
is the measure of all things and that communities and settle- 
ments of whatever scale. Whether a village or a megalopolis, 
should exist for no other reason than the safety, happiness, and 
welfare of man. The grove of trees that began its life today on 
this patch of lane is symbolic both of the infinite value and the 
fragility of man’s life in the cities that he builds. 


That fragility comes from the rampant mindlessness with 
which man has been managing the spaces of this planet, on which, 
he has, at best, a temporary leasehold. He must even be aware 


* Delivered at the GSIS 40th Anniversary, Financial Center, Reclamation Area, 
Roxas Boulevard, Manila. May 81, 1977. 


of his accountability to future generations, which will inherit 
either the products of his creativity or the consequences of his 
recklessness. This is why we must be conscious that all the phys- 
ical structures and networks that we build—and the way we live 
—are an imposition on nature and on the irreplaceable resources 


of the earth. Even nature was created to serve man, but n i ow eo 


The fact that we planted not one > tee: tot a: 
symbolic of another pressing truth: that the co! 
of space and of irreplaceable resources has ¢ 
the tolerable leeway for isolated, independe ant 


this cannot be treated as an option but a: 
survival. The world is no longer spacic 
are no longer abundant enough, and it 
small enough to accommodate the tren 
independent, uncoordinated, overlap Op n 


aaa choices of BetsS pe 
planet, all men are neigh 2 aaah 


for many generations. Our massive investt ments 


be largely irrevocable, and our children’s cl 
live with both the fruits of our foresight as y Ww 
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quences of our error. This is why we must plan with a total 
vision. We must take advantage of being able, on this reclaimed 
area, to start from scratch, to begin from the beginning, it would 
be a pity if through shortsightedness or institutional parochial- 
ism, each one were to plan and build alone, without regard for 
the immense benefits and the cost savings that come from sound 
and total planning. 


These plans should include the sharing of facilities and ame- 
nities. In these days of the dwindling supply and mounting costs 
of energy, it is imperative that the community that rises here 
will be designed with the end in view to eliminating all energy- 
wasting installations and activities, and minimizing the levels of 
legitimate energy use, and hopefully, the elimination of fuel use. 
These could be done through a nonduplication and a sharing of 
such facilities as water-chilling plants, water-treatment plants, 
the collection and use of solid waste for energy sources, power 
distribution and telecommunication amenities like conference 
halls and athletic centers, and the like. In order to conserve city 
water, I would urge the study of untreated water, including sea 
water, for nondrinking utility purposes, the centralized and co- 
ordinated management of waste disposal should also serve to 
save energy and to eliminate environmental pollution. There 
should be no unnecessary duplication of commercial facilities, 
including shops and restaurants. In brief, this community 
should be planned not as a fragmented collection of islands but 
as a total living system, a human settlement where man will 
work and live and entertain himself, in a convivial harmony with 
the other members of the community, with the rest of the city 
and the country, and with the natural environment. 


May I congratulate the management, the architects, and the 
other designers on the GSIS building for adopting a design phi- 
losophy and vision that reflects a reverence for man and for life. 
But it is futile for one organization to adopt this approach if the 
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others do not do likewise. I therefore urge thet. at a 


plan for this entire area be drawn up by its dev 
all the future builders in this area, in order th 1e criteria fo 
planning which the government of Met tr a would like t 
adopt—criteria that include a revere : man, respect fo: 
nature and the environment, the conservation of pre scious energy 
and the control of pollution, among othe he ‘ollowed 

by one organization but by | the ¢ ommuni Fae Pa whole: 


wed not ju 


gence of the city of 1 mn 
future. 


Our Investment in the Future* 


A week ago, to be exact, we, parents and educators alike, 
heard once again the din of the charging hordes of young people 
on their way to school. They were our children and your stu- 
dents, 14.2 million of them being herded back to 35,000 schools 
all over the country. To that 14.2 million students, almost half 
a million new students have been added, so much so that we were 
confronted with the possible crisis of another school crisis. And 
added to this crisis was the fear of a possible transportation 
crisis brought about not only by the possible increase in bus fare 
but also by the increase in the number of students enrolling in 
our schools, colleges and universities. 


Now I am happy to announce that all our fears were un- 
founded. Because no classroom shortage happened, no school, 
college, or university turned away a student, no transportation 


* Delivered at the COCOPEA-FAPE Conference, Philippine International Con- 
vention Center, June 21, 1977. 
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problem arose. But for some minor unavoidable problems, Ss, 
authorities concerned in these happily-solved crisis-to-be ¥ 
able to overcome them, making this school year’s ope: 

eventful one. : 


Even if we now consider education a social ae 
an economic investment in the future of our AL 
must lay out our educational guidelines that our | 


sectors in the development of our guidelines, 
be so designed that the whole of our people must 1 
possible type of education that both public and 1 
cation can offer. For it is here that the hur 
program of the government together with ‘the 
of the plans of the private educational sec: 
PEA may work best hand in hand for te 
society. 


Time was—when private educatio m7 
ness enterprise. 


Time was—when these very s 
being profit-oriented. 


I, for one, do not accepe = 
not for the private colleges and univ 
today would not be amongst 1 


I am therefore pleased. 
vate educational sectors have 
continually improving their 
are today two on-going studi 


ning/programming in high 
of higher education study, the 


with the direct participation of the bureau of higher education 
and private colleges and universities, many of which are mem- 
bers of the COCOPEA. What this study seems to suggest is that 
private education now intends to reexamine and reset its goals, 
to redefine its mission, and to develop plans that will make 
private higher education possible for the great-mass of our 
society. And this mission has been aptly described as the ICR 
triad. The first—is integration, meaning that private educa- 
tion is an integral component of the total system in pursuit of 
common goals for national development. The second—is com- 
plementation, meaning that private education is an active part- 
ner and complements the state sector (and vice versa) in deli- 
vering vital educational services to the people. And the third— 
is regional relevance, meaning that’ the private sector has con- 
tributed largely to the dispersal of educational opportunities to 
the countryside, responding to peculiarities and local needs. 


As you are well aware of, our cities, particularly Metro 
Manila, have expanded tremendously as a result of the unpre- 
cedented migration of our people from the countryside. In 
search of the good life, better jobs, better opportunities, better 
education, men have been drawn from their towns and their 
farms into the city. Perhaps it is time for us to reserve this 
unfavorable trend. Instead of attracting more of our people into 
the cities, let us encourage them to go to the countryside. Let us 
offer the countryside the many opportunities which are to be 
found in the urban areas. For, in so doing, we are not only 
solving the problem of overcrowding and congestion but more 
importantly, we are extending to the rural poor and the hope- 
less the opportunities enjoyed by the more prosperous urban 
dweller. With the identification of growth centers spread all 
over the land, I ask the members of the COCOPEA to take the 
iead in the upliftment of the countryside. 


Yet we realize that to disperse our colleges and universities 
outside of Metro Manila is not an easy task. Dispersal of edu- 
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cational facilities must form part of an over-all nae lan 
for the rural areas whereby their economic and social institus. 
tions are stimulated and the general living conditions improver 
You and I know that to relocate a building is not to relocate a 
educational institution. For together with the buildi ca 
include library facilities, science halls, theaters, and concert he 
museums, sport centers, and other major attractions thi 
city can provide. If the University of California was % 
build a “University City” at Irvine with great effect 
reason why we cannot build quality town colleges in the ¢ 
side. Let us build then, town universities for our } 
the future, what Dr. Robert M. Hutchins of the cent fe 
study of democratic institutions calls a “lez ning ‘ 
which every man is educated not to fit a a Sy: 


discover the richness of life.” : ma 


In Metropolitan Manila, it has been 0 0 ur dr 
“city of man.” Yet what would it amount t 
side we and nothing but poverty, subsi 
ployment and an inequitable dist ibaa 
Society, with its ideology of humeniet & 
the countryside. Even as we plan ¢ 
tryside development, we have always: Fe | 
of the universe. We plan for man Ww 
and an active member of an ite neues 


We tere 
and join te oe 
tem is changing. So r 
teach them how to live in a LC 
do want to have a thin 


not a manifestation that quality education, whether public or 
private, has not trickled down to the masses? Perhaps you, the 
educators, have the right answer and the - proper remedy to 
this apparent inequity. 


A university president once said that there is beauty in life 
and what is beautiful is understood best in the university. It is 
in the university—whether public or private, where we can find 
the gifts of beauty and genius, the excitement of learning, and 
the assets of our nation. They are found not only in the cities 
but also in the countryside. 


May I therefore leave you with a few poignant words taken 
from an ancient poet whose main concern is the betterment of 
his people and the society of which he is part: 


Go in ‘search of your people 
Love them 

Learn from them 

Plan with them 

Serve them 

Begin with what they knew 
Build on what they have. 
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The Worship of Health, Courage and Beauty 


I find myself standing once more before you to do a difficult 
task and... again faced by a dreadful dilemma. 


As you all know only too well, I have asked your support 
several times in the recent past and I have appealed to you, 
and involved you in many civic projects. And always, you have 
responded most generously. 


Time and again I promised myself that it would be the 
last time that I would impose on your goodwill and on your 
friendship and generosity.. And, believe me, each time I meant 
it, for it cost me more—in spirit—than it might have cost you— 
materially. Perhaps you did not realize it, for I always took 


* Delivered at the Launching of the Sports complex, Heroes Hall, Malacafang, 
August 19, 1977, 
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more ATES the role of a beggar. 


But—my friends—if I keep my pride aS: I let. you | 
all your HTS: we are all in danger of losing all oe 


or of physical sce and of 


We feel that one of the solutions is 
hopefully will serve the people of Met 
in general at the lowest level and p: 
of physical development, of psychi 
group spirit which the rich have 


pelota conte = pes poo 


that one compote ai co ss ] 
of the performer but develop the 


These competitions were applied to nearly all the arts—to 
pottery, poetry, sculpture, painting, drama and sports. The games 
therefore had a profound influence upon Greek civilization. We 
see here therefore athletics, religion and arts uniting to generate 
culture. 


So, today, drawing inspiration from an ancient civilization, 
we are gathered here to summon your support to make a vision 
for a sports complex to a reality. As envisioned, the sports 
complex will rise on reclaimed land by the edge of the sea near 
the Cultural Center of the Philippines. The project will initially 
cost P100 million. Twelve years ago we built a cultural 
center to help unite, motivate and inspire our people to what 
is good, true and beautiful in them. Thus by building the 
Cultural Center of the Philippines we ventured to set our goals 
end standards. 


Today it is our hope that the sports complex will meet the 
other basic needs of our people especially the youth. For the 
health of a nation is measured by the strength of its people. 
This will substantiate our commitment to the New Society, to 
the New Filipino. In the name of the Filipino people with whom 
and for whom we all work once again I ask for your enlightened 
support. 


With all humility, therefore, I appeal to your generosity 
and compassion. To many of you who have generosity given 
of themselves and their resources to many of our projects, I am 
truly indebted. 


Ages from now, let those who will come to this land discover 
that in our time, big business, the rich, and the private sector 
joined in partnership with the government for the fulfillment 
of a vision for the future. 
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Man is the Measure* 


In the name of the people of Manila, I am privileged to 
welcome you into our homes and into our hearts with the hope 
that you will seek not yourselves but us. Indeed, see us as we 
really are, living and laboring for a New Society which is nothing 
more than a reorientation towards a future based on our 
beginning, our roots. 


We ask, above all, that you enjoy your stay here in our 
beloved city and our fair country. 


The serious questions before you in this conference do not 
preclude, I hope, lightness of spirit, for after all, joy too is a 
human right. It has been said that joy is a stranger to modern 
life, especially life in a highly industrialized and developed so- 
ciety. If so, if to be modern is to lose the capacity for joy, 


* Delivered at the opening of the Manila World Law Conference, Philippine 
International Convention Center, August 22, 1977. 
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then we are far from having a profound idea of what hi 
rights are. a 


We have been taught from childhood that life, 
the pursuit of happiness are rights sacred and i r 
man, It is, alas, true that these are often aliena ta 
world. The reasons are many, not the least of 
spite of human advancement in many areas 
have yet to live with one another according t 
their highest moral sense. 


No enacted law, no stirring manife 
situation unless it is backed by a force mig 
cupidities of men and nations, specifica 
power. For the moment, such a force 
human conscience, a conscience exer 
sistently, not just for overcoming: a disat 
ing a ruined image. 


ae had a strong sense of h I 
many wars and revolutions to 2 

geny national pride and human 
lution is much more difficult 
a soldier with a gun but a s) 
same, as former colonized p 
of our historical experience 
mental human rights. 


We fought for o zat 
these rights. But 33 ye 


of a country and people could only bring about distortions, and, 
as we experienced, social anarchy. 


We now know from experience the chimera of liberty in a 
social and economic setting designed to promote what President 
Mareos calls, “The affloration of the few at the price of the 
degradation of the rest.” Hence the New Society which is es- 
sentially a redirection of our political and social sights towards 
cultural values long suppressed by historical circumstances. 
Equality, communality, collective responsibility are all inherent 
values in our native culture, where people do have minds that 
feel and hearts that reflect. Socially, they translate into con- 
cern and care for the poor and underprivileged, for the aged and 
the handicapped, on the part of those who have more and are 
able. 


But colonial heritage had imbued some of us, especially the 
elite, with mere competitiveness, materialism, and lack of social 
conscience. 


The restoration of what is best and noble in ourselves is 
thus primarily the motive force of our New Society in the mak- 
ing. This great effort can be felt in its urban setting in Metro 
Manila, where we are working towards the City of Man. Look 
around you and you will see a city of people, a people whose 
greatest wealth are their smiles because they are whole, whose 
first right is happiness, and whose human quality is love. All 
of them share a common dream, a common vision of a society 
shaped according to the heart’s desire. 


In the end, what is to be achieved is a compassionate society, 
a society imbued by an ideology which considers man not as a 
means but as an end in himself. Such an ideology we must call 
“humanist,” for it places the human being once more in the 
center of things, as it rejects neat, abstract philosophies, which 
do not consider human beings in their flesh and blood, their 
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our thought. 


The Tree of Life* 


On this special day, with trees as our source of inspiration, 
let us reflect on some fundamental truths and realities. 


Why does life so firmly implanted on the ground reach out 
for a sky that it can never touch? Why do trees seem to be 
totally oblivious of time? Why do trees never die of old age? 
As they watch the passage of centuries, they just grow bigger 
and taller and stronger until their lives are claimed not by the 
enfeeblement of time but by a deliberate act of God or man. 


But for us—human beings—time is a reality. We can feel it. 
We try to understand it. We try to gain a proper perspective 
of time, to resolve its ambiguities, to accept its relentless and 
merciless march into the unknown. 


* Delivered at the inauguration of the Seedling Bank Foundation, Inc., Quezon 
City, Septeraber 17, 1977. + 
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Some of us are said to live in the past—to linger abd 
on nostalgic memories, to love again as intensely as in y 
days, to relive the lessons and saga of history. i 


On the other hand, there are others who claim to liv 
for the present. They say it is the only things we : illy 
for the past is gone forever and the future is uncer 
is all that matters, and it must be lived and e $¢ 
limit before it passes us by. at 


Finally, there are those who are totally. 
obsessed with the future, seeing visions of a | 
possibilities. 


But we cannot live only in the ase fe 
must go along with it. We cannot live o 
that would make us merely dreamers and 
future is determined by what we do in t 
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live only for today because the meanin 


into unknown Be Wi 1 
of our past, we cannot be f ‘irml 
the challenges and the | p 
no direction, no meanir 


We must balance. 
this tension. Anchore 
present which is rez cl 
convergence of time t 
of eternity. 


And so, it must also be in the life of our country. Let us 
not be traumatized by our past. We must, however, not bury 
ourselves in our past. We must shoot above the ground into 
the present. Some of us would like to go back to the old ways 
of the past. But the fact is that we are growing and our growth 
cannot be stopped. Changes will happen whether we like it or not. 
By being progressive, we can become the masters of change 
rather than its victims. 


We are living in momentous times in the history of our 
country. For we have the opportunity today of making for it a 
historic decision—the decision to grow up into maturity as a 
nation. 


All of us, Filipinos, should participate in the effort launched 
by President Ferdinand E. Marcos to bring our country into 
manhood. Let us conquer ourselves and effect.a transition into 
maturity. Let us declare martial law on ourselves and find 
true freedom—the freedom to be ourselves and to love ourselves; 
not the freedom to abuse and destroy ourselves. 


History is to be made by you and me, all of us in this 
beautiful land of love and courage. We will need all that love 
and all that courage to fulfill a role that is uniquely ours today. 


We face today a serious problem concerning the denudation 
of our forests. Today is the day when we shall make this 
commitment not by an act of violence or destruction but by an 
act of creation. The planting of a tree is a dialogue of love 
between God and man in celebration of life. In His presence, 
we shall seek for the sanctification of our pledge. Our commit- 
ment will live and grow as these forests will live and grow to 
become majestic cathedrals wherein is reposed our undying faith 
and love in our own country. 


These forests shall be eloquent reminders to all of the 
sacrifice that we are prepared to make for the future of our 
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country. Twenty-five, fifty, a hundred years from today, futu 
generations shall see these tall and mighty forests as liv 
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™~ 


BA ; 


Vanguard of the Compasstonate Society” 


It is a privilege to be here. For most of us civilians, “wings” 
have always signified the thrill of dogfights, as if the air force 
were nothing more than a deadly, if glamorous, instrument of 
war. 


But your unit signifies a different kind of valor, a 
humanitarian glamor that underscores the peacetime uses of 
the winged force. 


The 205th Airlift Wing, of which you are all proud members, 
symbolizes the highest ideal of man’s humanity to man. Your 
record in the areas of search and rescue, disaster relief, weather 
modification, seed and fish seeding, and many other beneficent 
activities, have rightly earned you the presidential streamer 
many times over. The officers and men of your unit truly 
deserve the gratitude of an entire nation. 


* Delivered during the 25th Foundation Anniversary of the 205th Airlift Wing 
of the Philippine Air Force, Philippine Village Hotel, September 22, 1977, 
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To be valorous in war is a noble thing in man, but 


courageous in peace, with natural calamity and disaster | 
enemy, is nobler still. 


our compassionate society. You are the gallant 
our humanist ideology, which makes man the e¢ 


A Momentum for Authentic Internationalism * 


Mr. President: 


Allow me, first of all, to extend to you the felicitations of 
my delegation on your highly deserved election to the presidency 
of the 32nd session of the General Assembly, your distinguished 
career as a diplomat in the service of your country, in advancing 
the principle of non-alignment, and in developing constructive 
cooperation in the United Nations is the surest guarantee that 
the General Assembly will have the benefits of wise and effective 
leadership. 


Permit me as well to express our profound appreciation of 
the services of your predecessor, His Excellency Hamilton Shir- 
ley Amerasinghe, who steered this assembly wisely and well 
under trying circumstances. 


* Delivered before the 32nd Session of the United Nations General Assembly 
New York City, September 30, 1977. 
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And to Secretary General Kurt Waldheim, our sincere tri- 
bute for his numerous initiatives in the cause of peace. 


We warmly welcome the socialist Republic of Vietnam and 
the Republic of Djibouti to our midst and extend to them the 
assurance of our friendly cooperation. The Philippines co- 
sponsored the resolution on the admission of Vietnam as a sin- 
cere expression of our belief that the heroic people of Vietnam 
have much to contribute to the peace and stability of Southeast 
Asia and the world. 


Mr. President, the world today is marked by confusion and 
contradiction, there are reasons for hope amid portents of 
disaster. There have been dialogue and confrontation, challenge 
and conciliation. 


Plans for peace and the settlement of old conflicts are being 
patiently worked out in Namibia and Zimbabwe; while wars 
and threats of war overshadow other parts of Africa, and West- 
ern and Eastern Asia. 


In the Middle East, the Philippines is following with 
guarded optimism the progress of the effort to reconvene the 
Geneva conference for the resumption of negotiations on the 
protracted conflict. A new spirit of conciliation and acecommo- 
dation seems to move all parties to the dispute. We hope that 
enduring peace can finally be restored to this anguished region. 


In another field, the industrialized countries are trying to 
maintain the momentum of their economic recovery, while the 
developing countries stagger and sink to their knees under a 
burden of debt now amounting to about 200 billion dollars. 


And in yet another sector, a European conference next 
month will review the progress in the implementation of the Hel- 
sinki accords. Today we may seek to ask, is respect for human 
rights growing or withering away? Are detente and world 
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security threatened by the development of more powerful and 
more accurate weapons of destruction? 


The answers must be tentative and conjectural. They are 
likely to be contradictory and confusing, as, indeed, they have 
always been. But our attention may be profitably engaged in 
a recent development that promises to give this session a new 
and positive significance. This is the changing attitude of 
nations towards one another. 


In the past, as we well know, the General Assembly has 
been driven by partisan passion. The early ideological conflict 
between east and west; the rise to the undoubted influence in 
this assembly of a massive number of small nations and more 
recently, the demand for a new international economic order, 
pitting as it were, north against south. All have fostered a 
spirit of intransigence and intolerance which hindered the com- 
mon search for generally acceptable solutions to world problems. 


There was, perhaps, a certain shortening of vision in mus- 
tering the so-called “automatic majorities”, as well as in the 
disdainful dismissal by the great powers of the decisions made 
by those majorities. There was a marked attitude which implied 
that what the leaders and spokesmen of Asia and Africa and 
Latin America demanded was of little account, since the fate 
of the world would hinge, in the last analysis, on the security 
of the western democracies and those cultural values that they 
had nurtured through many generations. 


It is fair to point out that there has now been a hopeful 
change in that attitude. It has not yet become general, but one 
may hope that it will spread. There is no doubt that there are 
those who will look askance at the moral basis of the foreign 
policy proclaimed by the new administration in the United 
States of America. I, for one, welcome it because it reinforces 
my advocacy two years ago, in this very chamber, of an inter- 
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national code of ethics, which might restrain ambition andy 4 
bared on the realities of life. 


effectively. Specific concerns like the environment, t 
of the world “desertification”, food and famine, h 
nations together in common programs of action, ev n 


in many widely scattered places—in Stokes 
est, Belgrade, Helsinki, Paris, Caracas, Mexic 
we were happy to play host to the joint 
International Monetary Fund and the Worl : 


Boards, and before that, to the group of 7. 
that perhaps peoples and eoveua ae | 


endowed with special importane = 
ee by the infi inite vari: 


experience of these factors : 
be reached. ar 


Of more immediate importance, however, is the unprece- 
dented interest, understanding and sympathy which now appa- 
rently pervade American foreign policy under the leadership of 
President Carter with regard to the developing countries of 
Asia, Africa and Latin America. It is not unwarranted to sense 
in this policy a lively desire to devote closer attention to the 
problems of the developing world. 


We need no longer emphasize that developing countries do 
matter; that the Asian, African and Latin American nations 
and peoples can neither be ignored nor dismissed as of no ac- 
count, and their problems swept under the carpet. 


The willingness to be involved on the part of the western 
democracies was apparent in their meaningful high-level parti- 
cipation in the recent United Nations meetings on apartheid 
and racial discrimination; and even more positively, in the ini- 
tiatives taken to achieve independence for Namibia and propose 
a settlement in Zimbabwe—which should fully and fairly satisfy 
the demands of the majority for emancipation and equality. 


The Soviet Union and other socialist countries have con- 
sistently shown their support for the elimination of all forms 
of discrimination, oppression and exploitation. On its part, the 
People’s Republic of China has always identified itself to be one 
of them. By that very token, I trust they will welcome such a 
change of attitude in the western democracies, and its conse- 
quent reinforcement of a movement in which they have taken 
an active role. This development is surely a contribution to 
world peace. 


Unfortunately, there is another aspect to this interest in 
the developing countries, and that is why I say these are confus- 
ing and contradictory times. 


To being with, we know how nations in the developing 
world are severely hampered from improving their condition 
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ing countries. 


Similarly, a successful conclusion of = 
on the law of the sea is of vital mnporiane 


to develop as it will, to 
cipate in such endeav 


Asa develope cou uw 
44 million inhabitants—th 
striving to give our i 
Ferdinand E. Marcos, a 


system that will assure them the basic human rights to life, to 
self-fulfillment, to self-determination and to equality, and eman- 
cipation from the feudal and oligarchic oppressions of the past. 


The Civil Administration and Constitutional Government of 
President Marcos can stand proudly on its record of political 
stability, economic development, law enforcement, social progress 
and respect for human rights. 


In our international relations, we have assiduously fostered 
relations of friendship and cooperation with our neighbors in the 
Association of Southeast Asian Nations, or the ASEAN. In an 
unprecendented gesture of regional solidarity, in the face even of 
some domestic criticism, our government has openly taken steps 
to withdraw her claim to Sabah. 


In various parts of the world today, other regional commun- 
ities express the desire of neighboring or kindred nations to 
cooperate for peace and progress. These communities, particularly 
those which are specifically addressed to economic and social 
goals, are important touchstones in the development of a world 
society. 


Surely that is why the charter of the United Nations provides 
that the General Assembly can be convened anywhere in the 
world. So far, it has met only in Europe and the United States. 
Would it not be possible, and would it not be helpful even, if 
it met on occasion somewhere in the third world? 


If memory does not betray me, the Security Council met 
in Panama City some time ago, and it is not mere conjecture 
that this meeting within sight of the physical issue in controversy 
may have eventually led to the successful conclusion of the 
negotiations on the Panama Canal. 


Who knows what subtle influence might be exercised on 
our deliberations if the General Assembly were to consider the 
question of nuclear proliferation in Hiroshima? or the Palestin- 
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ian problem in Gaza? or the problem of famine ¢ and d fo 
in the Sahel? or the issue of Apartheid Soweto? Di 


Mr. President, my country does not] ive 
mories or such agonizing issues. But it i 


among an expanding population, 
industrialization and the mee 


content of its youth, the b 
individual ne and | 


in their solution. We can do so most successfully in one another’s 
homes. 

Mr. President, your excellencies on behalf therefore of Presi- 
dent Marcos and the Filipino people may I invite you all to our 
home, Manila. 
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The Vanguard of National Striving * 


Isang karangalan sa akin ang mabilang sa palatuntunan 
nitong Pambansang Katipunan ng mga Punong Bayan ng Pi- 
lipinas. Bukod sa mga barangay, kayong mga punong bayan 
ang siyang pinakaunang kapangyarihan ng ating bayan sapag- 
ka’t kayo ay nasa piling ng ating mga mamamayan sa araw- 
araw. Kayo ang tinig, kayo ang damdamin, at dahil dito ay 
isang mabuting kapalaran sa akin na makipanayam sa inyo. 


Although it has been sometime since we gathered in a con- 
vention of this magnitude, I think the interval is well worth the 
waiting. For we come here today at the forefront of significant 
changes that have occurred in our respective areas of respons- 


* Delivered before the convention of Metro Manila Municipal Mayors and 
officers, Folk Arts Theater, November 23, 1977. 
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ibility and jurisdiction. Nobody can deny the fundami 
changes that have been going on throughout the country & 
particularly in the way we are governing ourselves amt 
localities. Through the political and administrative refor 
have instituted, we have made it possible to give real pe 
our citizens through the barangay. Through the reform 
municipal and provincial boards by expanding them int 
guniang Bayan with broad-based representation, we we 
tively able to set aside the gracious polities and nz pe v 
ing that used to bedevil our efforts at hones 


constituents. 


These reforms, these changes for the betters n ow 
decision-making and administration systems h 
us to improve the physical arrangements and li 
communities, our human settlements. Starting y J 
nila, we are now enlarging the scope of town devel 
land use planning through the National Coord jinating 
town planning, housing and zoning. SS 


To give ourselves concrete targets, we 1 
170 of our country’s most critical human s 
areas for town planning and development. These 
the regional capitals, all provincial capit als, al 
and about 60 rapidly developing towns. 

We gave ourselves eight months te 
so that at its end we can present to t 
people, as well as the pabonee 2a 
evolved. = 


unlaran at Ang Sangguniang Bayan,” ang sabi ay ganito: “Lub- 
hang mapang-anyaya ang lungsod sa paningin ng mga taga 
nayon. Subali’t tumbalik sa kanilang inaasahan, ang lungsod 
ay lalong malupit... magulo... makulay lamang sa larawan 
subali’t salat sa katotohanan.” 


Neguni’t hindi kailangang malupit ang lungsod. Hindi kai- 
langang magulo... hindi kailangang tumalikod sa katotohanan. 


A city need not be cruel or chaotic. It does not have to be 
a stranger to truth. For the essence of a city is the truth of 
human progress, hence to be of the city is to be civilized. 


That article of Sanggunian speaks of a city that has not 
risen to the challenge of civilization. It is the city that we knew 
in the old times, governed by greed and social indifference. 


In Metropolitan Manila, we are restoring the city to its lost 
prestige as the crown of a country’s culture, as the vanguard of 
national striving for the true, the good, and the beautiful. 


It is not that we want to turn a whole country into a Metro- 
polis but to impart into it the wisdom of the city: That we should 
seek our advancement, our happiness, our shining truth in our- 
selves, right in our own backyard, in our very own neighborhood. 
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Spiritual and Mental Pollution* 


It was in this very same forum that we articulated two 
years ago our ideas about the City of Man. As we had pledged, 
we proceeded from thereon towards building an environment fit 
for urban humanity. The challenge then was the decaying city 
end it was imperative, therefore, to halt the process of 
deterioration and to establish those social services which would 
enable the urban Filipino and other city dwellers to move more 
efficiently, breathe more freely, and generally to live in a more 
civilized manner. 


In sum, we began to lay the groundwork for the City of 
Man, working first on the sinews of the Metropolis, the vast 
physical environment—the Metropolitan ecology. We continue 
to do this, expanding the social services, in terms of the health 
and physical well-being of our people in Metro Manila. The task 


* Delivered before the Rotary Clubs of Manila, Philippine Plaza Hotel, Novem- 
ber 24, 1977. 
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is by no means finished. We suffer from the constr 
and resources, even as we hold that everything ig 
city is a priority. But we are producti 
good progress. 


The physical environment is, however, | 
The urban ecology is not only a matter f air 
more than markets, efficient tra » ace 
other social services. It is more th 
in the air and in our rivers, — 
matters which enable all of us to f 
a little more creativity. = 


We have in the last two yee 
in the City of Man. Now, we m 
the City of Man. a 


Having proceeded to el 
now pay more attention tot 
measures against physical 
spiritual pollution. We go 
ment, from the external | 
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we see, the sounds we hear—from newspapers to radio, radio to 
television, television to motion pictures. 


You are all aware that the outer environment reflects the 
inner being. Our way of life is determined by what is in our 
minds. The pollution without is a manifestation of the filth 
within. 

A false report or distorted opinion in the newspapers 
promotes a false or distorted world. Perverse values in the 
radio, television, and movies find their way to reality. Our 
senses are shaped and nourished by what we see, read and hear; 
thus is our inner being fed and thus is our reality shaped. Not 
only theologians but secular philosophers and psychologists know 
this to be true. The way we think is the way we act. The mind, 
no less the heart, is “a lute in which all winds play.” A foul 
wind makes a foul mind, a foul heart. 


The media makes for what is called “conditioning” process. 
If we are conditioned by the ugly, the base, so shall we act in 
society. A report or newspaper column which rewards cor- 
ruption, glorifies violence, or portrays sadistic conduct debases 
all of us. A motion picture or entertainment which scorns virtue, 
promotes brutal and heartless behavior and ridicules justice, 
compassion and kindness inures us to vice. When it exploits 
sex, it perpetuates womanhood as a mere sex object, the very 
thing which enlightened opinion all over the world is up against. 
When it exposes all the gory details of that greater obscenity— 
violence—it makes a mockery of all of civilization, all media— 
whether print, radio or film, which feature callous, malevolent, 
and spiteful persons and events, which glamorize murder and 
subversion, which gloat over misfortune, do not deserve to exist. 


It is often pointed out that, after all, the people in the en- 
tertainment industry have to make money and must give the 
people what they want. I do not believe that you will respect 
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a political leader who does that, who will appeal to the baser 
instincts of his constituents. As businessmen and industrial- 
ists, I do not think that you will manufacture substandard goods 
on the ground that you have to make money. The producers of 
filth, because they must make money, will not themselves buy 
canned goods with impurities or machines with defective parts. 
But when it comes to their own products, they do not mind pur- 
veying impurities. If food poisoning can kill the body, mental 
poisoning kills the spirit—the humanity in man. Is there a 
moral difference between the two? 


Let me say that anyone who sees nothing wrong with enter- 
tainment which purveys false and distorted or brutish values 
should himself not complain of shoes that pinch, ill-made clothes; 
inefficient transportation, inadequate schools, and inedible food? 
But no. All of us want the best of outward comforts. It is 
time, then, for us to demand inner excellence. We do not care 
to build a City of Man in which the environment blooms while 
its humanity is rotten. As with the physical environment, our 
approach needs to be total. It is for this reason that I recom- 
mended to President Marcos the abolition of the Board of Censors 
and in its stead, the creation of the Media Quality Board. Cen- 
sorship is too negative, insulting to a free people. We do not 
merely want to do away with objectionable portions of a film 
or radio entertainment. We want excellence. What we want 
is to improve its quality, for quality of entertainment has a dir- 
ect influence on the general quality of life in the City of Man. 
We must aim at raising our consciousness to a higher level, we 
must learn to look at the stars rather than wallow in the mud. 
We must look not at human frailty but at human nobility. Our 
pursuit is not to establish prohibitions but to promote standards 
of excellence. As one perceptive art critic said, “it is our human- 
ity that art must portray, not our bestiality.” 
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Kindly understand that we are not setting up shop as the 
moralists of Metro Manila, but as civilized human beings, as 
true urbanites, we should know that there is a real distinction 
between private and public acts; that, essentially what distin- 
guished the City is the anchor of democratic principle: the right 
to privacy. A government becomes despotic the moment it vio- 
lates the boundary between what is public and what is private. 
Why, then, should we tolerate and even reward the same viola- 
tion in the field of art and entertainment? 


We are horrified by the exploitation of the working masses 
in factories and other work places. Why should we be less hor- 
rified by their intellectual and moral exploitation? Those who 
debase our masses this way are themselves guilty of the worst 
oppression, the oppression of the spirit. Our trade union leaders 
should take note. 


Not are we to be misunderstood as promoting naive, polyan- 
na entertainment; that would be idiotic and unreal. We know 
that life has its ugly and beautiful aspects, although there are 
many philosophers who go beyond these. But good or true, artists 
know that the emphasis of creative expression is the human 
spirit. 

Thus, in constituting the Media Quality Board, its members 
must pass two tests. One, is the test of artistic knowledge, a 
devotion to the true, the good, and the beautiful. Second, is the 
test of dedication, for the Board is a full-time job. The most 
virtuous man or woman in the community may be the least quali- 
fied because of ignorance and mere narrow-mindedness. Good- 
ness must be enhanced by artistic perception and intellectual 
integrity. I do hope—I am sure—we can find in Metro Manila 
enough men and women to comprise the Media Quality Board. 


What we desire, my friends, is the renascence of man in our 
Metropolis. In the same way that I appealed to you to support 
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the projects of the City of Man, two years ago, 1am now appeal. 
ing to you to lend your minds and hearts in the renewed battle _ 
against spiritual and mental pollution in the making of the City 
of Man. > 

We cannot humanize our environment unless we 
humanize ourselves. 


i ee 


The Bridge of Consciousness * 


It is a great privilege for an amateur diplomat like myself 
to be addressing a gathering of seasoned diplomats. By attend- 
ing and graduating from this program, you have displayed the 
unmistakable mark of a true professional: the humility and 
capacity to learn. Perhaps I should sum up and simplify my 
diplomacy and then sit down. That I was born to diplomacy 
because of love and I will survive because I know love is eternal. 


Indeed, the task of diplomacy in the modern age requires 
the roundness of a renaissance man and the fortitude of a saint. 
A diplomat has to endure hardships, confront strange percep- 
tions, and abide with many unexpected situations. He is, in 
reality, a man for all seasons. And as much as possible a man 
or woman who muakes his or her own seasons. And although 
Henry Kissinger has been distinguished for “shuttle diplomacy,” 


we must remind ourselves that the first diplomat was Hermes, 
the messenger of the gods. The reason is simple; the diplomat 
is the bridge of consciousness among diverse peoples and nations. 


* Delivered before the Graduation Rites, Foreign Service Institute, Maharlika 
Hall, Malacafang, November 26, 1977. 
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I am sure that no one here subscribes to the definition I 
a diplomat “is an honest man sent abroad to lie for his count 

That simplistic jest stems from the fact that a diple 
utmost care in the use of language, a quality whic 
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made agreements easier. 


As one who have had the privilege of representing our coun- 
try in many diplomatic missions abroad, I am, of course, a strong 
advocate of personal diplomacy and I must admit that I have 
developed a taste for it in my meetings with the leaders of Rus 
sia, China, Libya, and other countries, for I have seen how inter- 
national issues are better clarified with the human, personal 
touch. With the human touch, the nuances of conflict come to 
the surface, instead of being concealed in the orthodox diplomatic 
manner, 


Modern technology points to the necessity and desirable- 
ness of the new diplomacy. The jet-powered airplane and com- 
munication satellite enable leaders of negotiating nations to 
speak directly to one another, noting one another’s inflections, at 
times revealing one another’s motivations. This, of course, 
makes supreme demands on international leaders, for a careless 
word may distort a policy. I am sure you have seen the heights 
of such diplomacy in detente, and, in friction, in that well-known 
scene between a fictitious American President and an equally 
imaginary Russian President resolving a nuclear crisis caused 
by human error. 


It is for this reason that diplomatic work in our times has 
become highly sophisticated. It is no longer enough for a diplo- 
mat to be familiar with antiques and snifters. What is required 
is not only book-learning or political intelligence but fine sensi- 
tiveness. Feeling is of the essence, in our own word “pakiram- 
daman,” for one charts the human heart without a reassuring 
map. Armed with reason, one must know feelings. 

Diplomacy then is a consummate artistry, an artistry on 
whom nations and, in many ways, the future of human civiliza- 
tion depend. There are many instances in which an incompe- 
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tent diplomat may be a greater threat to peace than a 
general. Thus every diplomat carries in his attac 
future of his country and perhaps in a Way, Of im 


There is a kind of cynicism prevalent now WE 
since international relations are primarily aflu 
politics of the big powers, a small and weak ii 
concern itself with diplomacy. “ 
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world. 
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cy must discount dogma as dangerous. In a game where the 
stake is the human race itself, sensitivity is important as flex- 
ibility is imperative. 

We must desist from the old thought that diplomacy is just 
another means of waging war. It is not just a substitute for 
war; it is the road to peace. And peace is a very personal mat- 
ter with all of us. 


Thus above all the forbidding terms of modern diplomacy, 
terms like crisis operations, deterence, step-by-step diplomacy, 
brinkmanship and others, stand the compelling words: human 
survival. That is why the involvement of diverse personalities 
in diplomacy does not diminish it, for even an amateur like me, 
with the right motivation, has to appreciate the importance of 
diplomacy. Consider, as another example, Mrs. Rosalyn Carter, 
who also started off personal diplomacy in her South American 
tour. 


Not all diplomats will have the historic privilege of opening 
up international relations or negotiating treaties, but all diplo- 
mats must face from day-to-day the forging of international re- 
lations through personal contacts. This is not often recognized 
by foreign service and other government bureaucrats who draw 
up the budget for diplomatic missions. We believe, indeed, that 
with our program of producing better diplomats must come the 
wherewithal for enabling them to perform as they should. We 
must tell them that unless they are prepared to sacrifice time, 
effort and the totality of oneself for the survival of their country 
and mankind, they will not succeed. Diplomacy is the new fron- 
tier in the salvation of humankind. 

To be in the foreign service is not just a passport to visit 
and see other countries. But for us to be able to do something 
for one’s country and people in the world’s quest for peace. 
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Love and Dignity for the Disabled* 


We, in Metro Manila are deeply honored to welcome the par- 
ticipants to the Second International Conference on Legislation 
Concerning the Disabled. The significance of this Conference is 
underlined by the entire array of your concern, which includes 
those of health, education, social, economic and other special 
fields. As you proceed in your absorbing task, it is our hope that 
you may experience the essence of the New Society of the Phil- 
ippines which is a just and a Compassionate Society. 


We should like to think that the Rehabilitation International 
has deemed it appropriate to convene its Second International 
Conference in Manila as a token of recognition that in the Philip- 
pines the disabled and the handicapped have a special place in our 
hearts. 


_—_———_ 


* Delivered before the Second International Conference on Leyislation Concerning 
the Disabled, Philippine International Convention Center, Junuary 16, 1978. 
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In the truest sense, in Metro Manila where we are working ~~ 
towards a single social sector, the Metro Manila Sector, we do as 
not segregate the disabled and the handicapped from the rest of 
the citizenry. Here we believe that infirmity should be no barrier 
to achievement in whatever field of human endeavor. There are 
many instances where disability is compensated by extraordina: iz 
abilities. If one were to listen to the “Moonlight Sonata”, a be: 
tiful music composition, who would have thought that this 
composed by an already deaf Beethoven? Wasn’t the im 
author of the Odyssey and the Iliad the blind Homer? The 
of the Philippine Revolution and its first Foreign ] re 
a paralytic by the name of Apolinario Mabini. ee 


like the Population Center, Nutrition Center and others will con- 
solidate and coordinate all groups at present concerned with the 
welfare of the disabled and handicapped. 


With all the plans, legislations and programs to help the 
disabled, we learn the lesson that for all such efforts to succeed 
we must be moved and guided by one thing that matters. . . 
love. 


In our own little way, here in Metro Manila, we have tried 
to do our share to give justice and dignity to our disabled. As 
a modest symbol of what we can do, may we invite you all not 
only to our institutions for the disabled, but also to a park, the 
most important and popular park of Metro Manila—the Rizal 
Park. There the deaf, the blind, the dumb, the sick, the gifted 
who are materially disabled, and the so-called socially disabled, 
the ex-convicts work together in public with the rest of the com- 
munity entitled as we all are, to a life of justice and dignity made 
possible through love. 


For to lack love and to be unable to give love would be the 
true and only real disability. This is the task we address our- 
selves in this Conference. 


To all I wish you love and utmost success. 
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The Teacher in the City of Man* 


My Friends! It is not only a pleasure but also a privilege 
for me to be with you today. I would like to address you dis- 
tinguished public educators but then I will be emphasizing your 
administrative duties rather than your vocation. I would prefer 
to greet you by that which is your calling and that which will 
always be yours and by no circumstance can be taken away from 
you—that of teacher. 


All of us are teachers in one way or another. By precept 
and example, we teach our children, our loved ones, our friends 
or fellow human beings. But the person who makes his or 
her vocation has a special place in human civilization without 
the teacher, mankind through every generation will have to learn 
the same things over and over again. There should be no human 


progress. 


* Delivered before the Principals of the Metro Manila, Maharlika Hall, Mala- 
cafiang, February 14, 1978, 
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It follows that the teacher has a special role in the Metropolis 
that we are trying to build: The City of Man. As you all know, 
such a metropolis makes the human being the measure of all its 
aspirations, labors, and achievements. Its emphasis is on the 
quality of life in a changing society in a fastly changing world. 


All the infrastructures that we can erect, all the facilities 
that we may provide, have but a single purpose, which is: the 
continuing humanization of every citizen. We all know he 
some of the great metropolises of the world dehumanize and 
alienate the human being. They offer facilities vi 01 
passion, they exalt structures rather than civility. This hi yp 
because in the blind march to progress, the environme: 
destroyed, while slums, smut, and indifference pollute 
and the spirit. 


We cannot blame the greed of certain businessme 
nor condemn contractors, engineers, architects anc 
technicians for having exercised their skills in the 
modernization and progress, for if we look dot ti 
we realize that they were once young pupils and sti tud 
ever they have learned, whatever values they n 2 ay 
must come from somewhere or someone, had 
by experience to act as they have acted. — 


There were, in short, teachers before then om. 
school had been ineffective, then the teacher o1 
—the harsh teacher called experience—must ha 
way they were. Experience is a cold t we 
or dehumanize a person. a 


But a human teacher can and must t 
how to organize and interpret experience ing 
mane, and even noble way. Isn’t it rather f 
same experience happening to two different pi 
one nobler and another cynical. Poverty touches 
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he turns to crime. Poverty touches another young boy and he 
turns out to be a model citizen. 


Poverty is not always a breeder of crime, for otherwise all 
the great criminals will always come from the poor, and not, as 
it happens, among the rich. But were mass poverty exists, the 
criminal is society. For it is a society without compassion that 
will countenance mass poverty. This wisdom, my friends and 
co-teachers, do not come to the untutored mind. 


We are, however, tutored in many ways and places other 
than the classroom. For the rest of our out-of-school lives our 
teachers are our neighbors. That is why it is tragic if our city 
loses its neighborliness. Without our crisis government, that 
neighborliness would have been lost in the impersonal life of 
the city in the old society. 


All the same, the fundamental education of human being 
begins with, and attains its fullest dimension, in the classroom. 
As administrators, on the other hand, your finest distinction 
would not be in our power but in the fact, sometimes forgotten, 
that you are teachers among teachers. 


Your values, your relationships with those below you in the 
hierarchy of administration, your policies and attitudes, are 
often reflected by classroom teachers to their students and pupils. 
That is why it is important that you be the vanguard of education 
in our Metro Manila. Your influence on the young does not 
cease simply because you no longer stand before a class. 


What is administration really but another form of teaching? 
The City of Man, in one respect, is designed to teach all of our 
fellow citizens the habit of self-reliance and self-fulfillment. 


All of our projects, whatever successes that have been 
achieved, derive, in some way, from the fact that we are willing 
to learn and profit from our mistakes. To be of our metropolis 
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is, indeed, to be a ready pupil to some and a willing teacher 
others. That is how civilized societies are always going to te 
built. 


At this juncture, I would like to ask for your recommenda 
tions and advice as to how to improve the educational system in 
Metro Manila as we, in the Metropolitan Manila Ce 
proceed to crystalize our policy and budget for the year 1978. 


Fellow teachers, let me commend all of you on your devo 
to duty and may I take this occasion to ask you to ; 
yourselves to our people’s vision of a metropolis whose gre 
achievement will be its determination to bring to ben the bi 
of a life totally lived because it was totally |} 


How beautiful it is that we meet today—V: 
OF oe ate nn al 
affection—Metropolitan Manila. said 

On this day of love let us maximize th 
of man—love. Love my friends is serving, 
life and love is God. And today it 
only things we keep are those we gi 

ow ee Se 


om \ 


te 


Muhammad Belongs all Mankind* 


I am deeply privileged and honored to be invited to celebrate 
with you the Maulid An-Nabi. 


I understand that the institution of the Maulid An-Nabi 
serves as a public demonstration of praise for the prophet. It 
was during the Baghdad Caliphate that this celebration began 
to assume considerable proportions. 


Since then it had been customary for the various Muslim 
communities to annually hold such a religious celebration. But 
the Maulid An-Nabi is much more than a mere demonstration 
of public praise. 


It is a veritable remembrance of the prophet—his character, 
his work, his achievements, and most importantly the manner 


* Delivered at the annual celebration of “Maulid An-Nabi” (Birthday of the 
Prophet Mohammad) Maharlika Hall, Malacanang, February 19, 1978. 
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he was chosen to serve as a vehicle for Allah’s message t | 
kind. 7 


it is a remembrance that serves to reinforce the atte 
sincere Muslims to have the prophet serve as their ir 
the development of their character and attitudes ¢ 
their dealings with the moral re of ps? a 


a religiously inspired individua 
The prophet never for a = 


condition. 


The belief of the p 
gifts gave his inspire¢ 
so influenced the | 7 
ed from a group of lw 
one another into a force tk 


boring empires and create another one representing a new moral 
order. 


The strong personality of the prophet was due to the result 
of that rare combination of divine contemplation and obedience 
and the attempt to be constructive in the human order. He cor- 
rectly saw in himself a being with a spiritual and earthly func- 
tion. 


Moreover, to him, there was nothing in the life of an indivi- 
dual or society that could be divorced or disassociated from the 
divine order. According to a tradition, the prophet is reported 
to have said: “I have never seen anything without seeing God 
in it.” 

This is a simple statement but possessing a high degree of 
profundity. One of its implications, among many others, is that 
even a created human being can develop in himself qualities that 
are divine in character. Such a possibility is suggested by the 
Qur’anic verse referring to God’s creation of Adam or mankind 
for that matter:... ‘I have made him and have breathed into him 
of my spirit. . .” 


The glorious Qur’an says: “Truly in the messenger of 
God you have a good example.” As all Muslims are taught, life 
cannot be compartmentalized but must be viewed as a totality. 
It is therefore necessary for Muslims to integrate all of their 
inclinations, actions and relations with others into one harmo- 
nious whole having the prophet as a model in the manner he dealt 
with his self, others, and God. 


The prophet’s control of the ego or self was demonstrated 
in the control of his passions, his temperance and moderation, 
his self-discipline, his love of work, and utter disregard of luxury. 


These characteristics signified his inner strength. In his 
relations with his fellowmen, the prophet was generous, con- 
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siderate, easy to forgive, and gentle. This constituted his mer- 
ciful character he was truthful and as a lover of truth he was” 
always respectful of intelligence and knowledge. 


In relation to God, he was full of his pian 
pious, and had an unquestioned trust in his creator. It y 
trust that made him patient and serene in the face of adve 
while humble in victory. ss 


As all Muslims are well aware, among the so-called beat 
ful names of God—Asma Ul Husna—are found those very na 
of qualities which the prophet had so successfully deve : 
himself and which he desired others to develop slong di 
scriptions. } 


And if all men would develop such qualities, we : 
mean that the divine is found in his creation? tims I 


ale 


As such he belongs to all mankind. | 
In recognition of this profound. trut 


ago a decree creating the Philippine Pilgr 
government—your government—respect 
pillars of Islam is the pilgrimage to Mec 
prophet. Experience has shown tha 
in the pilgrimage has been benetber 
untoward or regrettable i inci 


Presidential Decree 1302 er 
Authority is another measure 
along with other measures, 
laws emphasizes the basic 1 
Christians, in the New Society. 


As salamu Alaikum! _ Ra * 
Thank you and good day so ‘ 


Children: Our Inheritors * 


With profound gratitude I accept the generous donation of 
the Filipino Chinese Amity Club on behalf of the millions of 
Filipino children who are the beneficiaries of the Nutrition 
Center of the Philippines. 


I understand that this donation represents the proceeds from 


the performances of the Chungking Acrobatic Troupe which 
visited the Philippines last year. 


Our minds are still fresh from the excitement of seeing the 
young acrobats of the People’s Republic of China perform feats 
of strength and agility. They are certainly worthy of emulation 
by the world’s youth. 


More importantly, however, is the continuing cultural ex- 
change between the people of the Philippines and the People’s 


* Delivered before the Filipino Chinese Amity Club, March 15, 1978, 
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Republic of China which has heen made possible by you 
Association, the Filipino Chinese Amity Club and the eS clati 
for Philippines-China Understanding. 


For developing countries like ours, culture, atl 
nutrition are simultaneous priorities most speci: 
children are concerned. We must note with pric 
People’s Republic of China has placed great e 


welfare of the young, possibly more than any 
the world. 


Nt still recall vividly my visit to ie cl 


for its SHEEN 


We are doing our share in the 
Chinese, we, too, are very much concer 
being and future of our children. After 
tors and they are, above all, the futu 

I am happy, therefore, to — : 
Amity Club shares the same sentiments 


now that I wish you all success. 


Now that you are holding you 
I hope that you will conlnbe: vot 
both of our peoples. 
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Health by the People * 


It gives me great pleasure to inaugurate the Esperanza 
Barangay Medical and Health Center, That through your untir- 
ing efforts this medical and health center was built, makes this 
inauguration the more meaningful and sublime. For what do 
we cherish the most other than those we built through the labor 
of love? 


When we first conceived of the City of Man, it was in our 
agenda to use all our human endeavors to improve the quality 
of life in our metropolitan environment, For unless the quality 
of human life is uplifted, development will never be truly 
achieved. 


* Delivered at the inauguration and blessing of Esperanza Barangay Medical 
und Health Center, 286 Teresa St., Sampaloc, March 16, 1978. 
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In the drafting of our metropolitan plans, th 
have sought to portray the inevitable relationship 
ty, malnutrition and disease. And in response 
maladies, we have introduced measures whose 


We have introduced specific i 
hygiene, effective delivery of clean rte 


In our social service stratenieeg we has 
which would eradicate the conditions: 1 
the old order. 


But what is most significant in : 
realization by the public that the e 
of health and medical services is Ss n¢ 
the government. 


Because of her vision, = 
better health care and are 
in medical science. 


Historically, Metro Manil: 
community, a group of interacti 


of pride to express to you that our city, in spite of urbanization 
has maintained the spirit of community life. The heartheat of 
the city is its pulsating communities. This medical and health 
center I would like to call ‘‘Health By The People.” For it was 
established by the people of this community, the government he- 
ing a mere assistant and guide. I therefore should like to recom- 
mend to our action officers for health services for Metro Manila 
the feasibility of relocating the Esperanza Barangay Medical 
and Health Center approach to community health services. 


Using the power of self-determination, community organi- 
zation is the starting point of health care services. Primary 
health care is, therefore, shaped around the citizens it serves 
while manpower, materials and funds for the center are generat- 
ed from the community itself. 


The government therefore will only provide the necessary 
support services and linkage between community health services 
and the metronolitan and national health system. 


All these elements to community based health care centers, 
we are happy to find in the Esperanza Barangay Medical and 
Health Center. This community must, therefore, be commended 
for having supported such a noble cause — the establishment 
and maintenance of a medical and health center of and for the 
community. 


With your unceasing support and firmer commitment, all 
of us shall — together — never waver in our cherished dream 
to build a City of Man, a happy, thriving and progressive com- 
munity whose inhabitants have direct access to all opportunities 
and privileges that will enable all of us to develop into a digni- 
fied, complete human being. 


Maraming salamat po. 
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Propagation of the Asean Ideal * 


In the best tradition of our people, allow me to welcome you 
all to our country. This is a tradition of hospitality we share 
with our brothers in Southeast Asia. But more than the mere 
extension of a sincere weleome to all of you, we would like to 
make you all feel truly at home. 


Indeed, we sincerely feel that you will find in the Philip- 
pines a number of things that will remind you of home. For 
underlying this feeling of being at home in our country is the 
common historical experiences we have gone through, the 
striking similarities in our social and cultural lives, the challenges 
and the opportunities we perceive together in the process of 
development and our geographical closeness to each other. 


As a member of the Asean community of persons, I can only 
find fulfillment in being a witness to the staging of the first 


——— 


* Delivered before the Asean Public Relations Congress, PICC, March 28, 1978. 
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may be held, is itself a distinet milestone ir 
Asean from a vision to a reality. Thee 


athees of transcending the barri 
to one another. 


We are at this very mome 
tory to rectify errors aie 


come strongly aware of 
of adding a t 


sustained by a e : 
feeling and in ca 


Within the . 


of my perceptions re 
is a sign of a gro 


propose to play that role that we can spell out success or failure 
for the whole Asean concept. 


We all share a primary responsibility for strengthening the 
economic and social stability of our region. It is only when we 
are economically and socially secure as a region can each one 
of us successfully pursue our respective peaceful and progres- 
sive national development programs. 


This must have been the motivating and compelling force 
that brought together the architects of regional cooperation ten 
years ago to create the Asean. 


However, let us recall that the establishment of a new social 
and economic order in Southeast Asia based on mutual respect 
for each other’s uniqueness and on our awareness of our com- 
monalities has had its history of failures and frustrations. 


We were more conscious of our western birthmarks than 
we were of our indigenous beginnings. In the process, we had 
become isolated compartments and easy prey to the subtle in- 
roads of the new colonialist. 


Worse, we had even been suspicious of each other. But 
gradually we came to perceive the barriers that had separated 
us. Out of this common perception grew a conscious and collec- 
tive effort to reach out to each other across our national bound- 
aries, to share our experiences, our ideas, our talents and cap- 
abilities, our resources, and even our dreams. 


And in time, the Asean was-born. We have gained much 
ground since then. Now the Asean is a reality. It has become 
an institution recognized all over the world. 


The Asean, however, is far from complete. As a young insti- 
tution, it has to grow. It has to be made firm and strong. We 
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have to nurture it until it beeomes a lasting reality even 
for the generations that will come after us. And this is the 
challenge that confronts all of us—to build a stronger Asean. 


Asean can only be a perceptible reality to the millions of 
people in the region if it truly aspires to be a place for the whole 
man. If it is moved by compassion for the poor and the weak, 
if its seeks the total development of the Asean person. This is 
an ideal to which we in the Philippines have committed ourselves. 
And I am sure you share this ideal too. 


Indeed, this is the task before you—to help in the propaga- 
tion of the Asean ideal within the region and the world. This 
task is addressed to all Asean communiecators—to journalists, 
writers, public relations professionals, moulders of publie opinion 
and attitude, and all change agents. 


Asean is not just regional economic cooperation or techno- 
logy complementation or a forum for the exchange of views 
among policy makers and technocrats. If this were so, then 
Asean would be far removed from the millions of people for 
whom Asean exists. We must first go to our respective identi- 
ties to our roots or our past from here proceed to the broad mass 
base, the people for without public support, without the involve- 
ment of the Asean masses in Asean affairs, Asean would be an 
irrelevant institution. We know only too well that an irrelevant 
institution gradually fades out in time. 


It is with this concept that this historic gathering of public 
relations professionalists in Asean is most timely and welcome. 
For we are all charged with the urgent task of winning public 
acceptance of Asean founded primarily that each member nation 
with Asean identities itself and find within this context what is 
common to all of us. As professional public relations persons, 
you are in a distinct situation of helping get the task done. 
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To promote the Asean ideal, we need professionals who can 
go on and in-reach and out-reach to communicate the Asean view- 
point to our people and to the rest of mankind. 


Here is where we call on your sensitivity your expertise and 
your ability to feel the public pulse, your perception of existing 
barriers to the proper understanding and acceptance of Asean, 
your skill in designing and structuring a communications and 
public relations program that is supportive of the Asean objec- 
tives based on its respective identity finding what is common and 
complementary in our respective cultures. 


Who else can communicate the Asean viewpoint better than 
Asean communicators? Who else can better assist the public 
sector conceive and impiement an organized program to win 
public support for Asean than the Asean public relations com- 
munity? 


It is my sincere hope that the First Asean Public Relations 
Congress is the beginning of a series of significant steps towards 
the ultimate fulfillment of the Asean ideal—when we can all wit- 
ness the Asean finding its roots in the hearts and minds of men. 


The journey is long and difficult, our roots are deep but with 
a mind that feels and a heart that reflects we shall all get there 
and once again find true Asean strength together. 


Thank you and good day. 
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Peace and Order: Society’s First Requisite* 


On this happy occasion, allow me to extend my warmest 
congratulations to you, the men and women of the Metropolitan 
Police Force for observing yet another milestone in your never- 
ending service to our people. I also wish to share with you the 
joy of inaugurating your home — the Metropolitan Police 
Headquarters. 

It was only two years ago when we put into motion our 
dream of making Metropolitan Manila the City of Man. We then 
articulated our noble goal of enhancing the quality of life of 
every citizen within this vibrant and dynamic metropolis. 


Today, as we look around us, you and I can truly — and 
proudly — declare that this is the Metropolitan Manila that we 


* Delivered at the Inauguration of the Metropolitan Police Headquarters, 
Spril 17, 1978. 
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want. A metropolis where growth, develo] 
abound. Seer: 

Yet, the citizens of Metro Mai 
the fruits of development were it - 


And the maintenance 
the Metropolitan Police Force 
which you maintain order 
and at times respond to t 


You have set t 
and not to mention 
you and your o 
populace. S 


network and an efficient records keeping. We are proud to say 
that the Metropolitan Police Force has not lagged behind the de- 
mands of Metropolitan Manila. You are indeed Metropolitan 
Manila’s Finest. 


As police officers, you are at all times expected to be the 
model of what a Filipino citizen should be. Even as you have 
always worn your badge with honor, much still is expected of 
you. The people always expect that in the fulfillment of your 
solemn responsibilities, you shall always weigh matters with the 
highest sense of fairness and justice. 


Metro Manila appreciates what you are doing. We com- 
mend you for the fulfillment of your tasks and mission. On 
behalf of Metro Manila therefore, I place their trust and faith 
in you in this, the “City of Our Affections.” 


Maraming salamat po. 
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The Moral Infrastructure* 


It is a pleasure and a privilege to be with all of you on the 
24th year of existence of your organization. Perhaps no other 
group of government functionaries could claim as much credit 
for transforming the face of our country in the incredibly short 
span of five and half years. 


You have, indeed, provided the sinews of the New Society. 
This must give you a profound sense of achievement. Some his- 
torians point out that the Roman Empire was primarily a sys- 
tem of roads for here travelled the Roman Imperial idea. 


It is not far-fetched to say therefore that a network of 
roads, highways and bridges constitute the material infrastruc- 
ture of civilization. They are the concrete manifestations of a 
national idea. 


* Delivered before civil engineers in Legaspi City, May 10, 1978, 
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They are, in any case, the beginning, « 
foundation of a greater infrastructure: 
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It is therefore the duty of high functionaries such as you 
to hold high the moral dimension of the infrastructure that you 
have so efficiently constructed for our people. 


All structures are dead things without the guiding hand of 
a moral wheel. . . the unifying thread of ideology. For the New 
Society, as President Marcos has said, is a moral principle of 
national transformation. 


In the work of national reform, you are not just civil 
engineers. You are social engineers. You are the agents of 
social change, which means you are judged by the authentic 
benefits that you render to the community, the province, the 
region and the nation that you serve. 


This means, in the ultimate sense that every man and woman 
who takes on a government position is obliged to share in the 
task of social, economic, cultural and political orientation. 


The task does not end when the last ounce of asphalt or 
concrete has been poured. It has, in fact, just begun. 


We in government may level mountains and macadamize 
every little road in every nook and cranny of our country 
but if we cannot lift the hearts of the many, if we are unable 
to increase the confidence of our people in themselves, if in some, 
we have not made them realize their oneness with the national 
community, then we would have failed in our singular mission. 


No one can advise you on the technical aspects of construc- 
tion. You are the experts. But our people are the experts in 
national existence. Serve them. Do right them. And they will 


do right by you. 
Thank you and good day. 
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The Triumph of the Future * 


We are gathered here tonight not merely to celebrate the 
victory of a party but the triumph of an idea and a vision. It is 
the idea that our people when confronted with a clear choice, 
would be mature and wise enough, to prefer the future to the 
past, and affirm honest achievement against dishonest rhetoric. 


We would not be naive enough to suppose that our people 
consider the government to be perfect in all respects, but their 
vote of affirmation emphatically indicates that they are with 
their government and with that party which is dedicated to their 
interest, the wider interest of the nation. 

Ours is not the victory of individuals but the triumph of a 
collective will. None of us can claim to be above all the others, in 
spite of his position in the election returns. 


* Delivered at the KBL testimonial dinner, Philippine Plaza Hotel, May 17, 1978, 
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Sa President Ferdinand E. Marcos. | 
[ wish that I would not be the person to sa; ; is, 1 


Only those with se unde 


mee 


In thus giving this 
also connie 


cor nor recriminati 
nestly into their 


We shall invite them to return to their real home: the Phil- 
ippines. Mr. President accept, then, on behalf of the people of 
whom you have dedicated your life, mind, will, and honor, the 
testimonial of those who, from hereon will be your loyal part- 
ners, ¢o-workers, and comrades in realizing our political 
destiny. 


Tonight, we have as a people gathered to celebrate the victory 
of the Filipino people and yours. Mr. President, we can only 
pledge to serve in our totality a country and a people we all so 
deeply love, the Philippines and the Filipino people. 


To you, Mr. President, and to all maraming salamat po at 
tanggapin po ninyo ang walang atubiling sagisag ng aming pag- 
mamahal at pakikisama at ating bagong pagsisikap sa ilalim 
ng Bagong Lipunan. 

Maraming salamat po. 
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Girl Scouts of the Philippines: 
Perspectives and Performance * 


Let me begin by saying that it is a pleasure to be with you 
fellow girl scouts, especially in celebrating the 38th year of our 
movement’s existence. 


May I likewise extend to you brotherly greetings from the 
Chief Boy Scout, President Ferdinand E. Marcos. The President 
and I wish to express that it is a distinct honor on our part to 
be members of this noble organization—scouting. 


This three-day national forum that we, girl scouts, are hold- 
ing is indeed a timely but challenging one. After 38 years of 
fruitful existence, perhaps it is well for us now to evaluate 
the Girl Scouts of the Philippines movement based on contempor- 
ary perspectives and past performances. 

But as we go on with this performance evaluation, let us 


first ask ourselves whether we have achieved the dreams of that 
dynamic and dedicated social worker, Jose Llanes Escoda, who, 


* Delivered at the 38th Anniversary of the Girl Scouts of the Philippines, 
May 27, 1978. 
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ities. 


I, for one, feel that girl scouting te 
work in the development of our young. Tr 


our youth, girl scouting has sought toi 
spirit of our citizenry. 
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like to see the movement spread to the grass roots level; to reach 
down to the out-of-school youth of our nation. 


There are still many of our young girls and young women 
who need the teaching, the training, and the aspirations of girl 
scouting. And since majority of our people live in the rural 
areas, it would perhaps not be asking too much if we set our eyes 
more toward the barrios—the countryside. 


As our government is now reorienting its focus from the 
cities to the countryside, so must the Girl Scout movement re- 
directs its thrust toward the same direction. Let us therefore 
go into all the barangays and offer their young girls the benefits 
and privileges of scouting. 


As we, therefore, continue in the propagation of girl scout- 
ing, let us make our movement a true and dedicated participant 
in the changing life of our scouting. And let us give our utmost 
best, inidvidually and collectively, in the building up of our ins- 
titutions, remaking our values, and recreating our cultures that 
we may be able to rise above the legacy of domination. 


Thus, as we rededicate ourselves to the Girl Scout move- 
ment, we at the same time must offer ourselves to a New Society 
dedicated to the welfare and prosperity of our people. Let us 
continue making ourselves pillars of national development. 


Finally, allow me to reiterate how proud I am to be a part 
of this noble movement. The devotion and unselfish services of 
the many members of the Girl Scouts of the Philippines has, in 
more ways than one, inspired and encuoraged me to pursue fur- 
ther what is expected of me by our own people. 


Let us, therefore, continue in our own various ways of serving 
our people. 


Maraming salamat po. 
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Medical Technocracy* 


On behalf of President Marcos and of my own, I should 
like to express our warmest felicitations to the Makati Medical 
Center in serving its nine years of comprehensive medical and 
health services to the nation. 


There is no doubt that for the past nine years, Makati 
Medical Center has maintained the highest quality of profes- 
sional medical care to a great number of people requiring 
hospitalization and medical care services. 


I should like to add however, that despite the mistaken 
impression that Makati Medical Center, perhaps because of its 
imposing edifice and its impressive facilities and equipment, it 
is less compassionate. I can bear witness that Makati Medical 
Center has given medical technocracy to people in all walks 
of life. 


* Delivered at the 9th Foundation Anniversary of the Makati Medical Center, 
May 21, 1978. 
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Much suffering has always been man-made; ma 
is a record of enslavement and exploitation, war, 
and pestilence. Modern man has also invent 
industrial nemesis. 


It is only in the art of healing a = 


In the New Society, w 
system consists of a netwt 
efforts of government, 


And it is because pe 
or love for our fellow 
ical workers are fr 
developed countri 
patient’s needs, 
try’s advancem 
hospitals have 
where the leg: 


not only to the de 
provinces like t 


It is truly heartening that today Makati Medical Center’s 
compassion to the public is once again manifested in the launch- 
ing of its school of nursing and the barangay health and man- 
power exchange program. Our human resources is our priority 
resource in the New Society and it is basic to established essen- 
tial functions like training and education within the broad 
structure of public health service to our people. 


To the young men and women of the Makati Medical Center 
and to the participants of the barangay health and manpower 
exchange program, I wish you well in the sharing of your 
expertise and love. Your success will not only bring the improve- 
ment to our existing human settlements but also realize for our 
country a strong and healthy society for the future. 


Finally, I wish to express my sincere gratitude to the 
management of the Makati Medical Center for naming one of 
its function rooms, the Remedios Trinidad Romualdez Memorial 
Hall. From the bottom of my heart, thank you, for giving true 
meaning of my eternal appreciation to a mother whose love and 
wisdom taught me early in life that the reason for being was 
to love and serve our fellow human beings. 


I know that Dr. Tito Manahan is in the forefront in all these 
humane and compassionate endeavors. May I tax further his 
generosity in helping us in the need of establishing maternity 
hospitals and centers throughout the country not only to de- 
congest hospitals but to give a beautiful introduction of this 
world, especially the Philippines, to every newborn Filipino. 


And may this shall provide a setting which will support our 
medical workers in their struggle to preserve human life and 
aid to patients in their recovery and rehabilitation toward 
becoming healthy and productive members of our society. To one 
and all, maraming salamat po. 
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A Cherished Dream* 


On the eve of Philippine Independence Day and as the 
founding chairman of the Cultural Center of the Philippines, 
it is my honor and extreme pleasure to launch a book, “The 
Philippines”. 

They say, we Filipinos are generous to a fault, thus it was 
always a cherished dream for Filipinos to have a book on the 
Philippines, where we may share the good, true and beautiful 
in our people and in our land, the Philippines. 


Today, our eternal gratitude goes to a group of enlightened 
civic minded Filipinos headed by Mr. Patricio Lim, Mr. Luis 
Yulo, Fr. Cruz and Mr. Bert Sabido who conceived of making 
this cherished dream a reality. 


* Delivered at the launching of the book “Philippines,” CCP Library, June 11, 1978. 
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A few years ago, a young journalist, Richard 
Executive Editor of Newsweek, landed in our shores. 1 
correspondent of many conflicts who had reported on 1 she © 
tical wars of Europe and the Middle East and a ve of n 


through the vivid description of Mr. | 
wonders of the photography by Mr 
Jeffrey Aas. They travelled the Ph 
almost five months. This book 
our people’s many arts, the sophisti 
and their crafts. Its islands, zine 


and the rural areas. oe 


And when one has finally @ gor = 
one can truly say, this is the Philipp 


We are also fortunate that the 
by Abrams Publishing Company, > of 
book publishers, to be the first in a serie 
countries. TS cae 
Prior to this book, “The Philippines,” it p nb ii 
on the Himalayans and one on Africa. We are, ther 
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ored and happy to be chosen as the first country to be so published 
as an individual country choice. To Mr. Richard Chesnoff and 
to the photographers: Mr. Sechrist and Mr. Aas, and the Abrams 
Publishing Company Board of Directors, our many thanks. To 
our patrons and guests, may you find pleasure seeing and possess- 
ing this book, as much joy as it had given us, who were privileged 
to participate in the making of this book, ‘The Philippines.” 
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In Celebration of the Germanic Ideal * 


I have always been thankful to such institutions as the 
Goethe Haus for their contributions to the achievements of 
that understanding among peoples which seems to be so severely 
wanting and so necessary in the world today. But I refer to 
Goethe Haus, particularly as an institution because that is what 
it has become to many Filipinos. During the years in which it 
has been in operation, Goethe Haus has not only afforded Fili- 
pinos a glimpse of German culture but has also encouraged an 
interest in the arts among our people. 


I am aware, for example, of your series of film festivals 
through which our people have become familiar with the names 
of Herzog and Fassbinder among others. Through these efforts 
then, Filipinos have not only become aware of developments in 


* Delivered at the Inauguration of the German Cultural Center, June 19, 1978, 
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the new German cinema but more importantly, have | en arged 
their visions of culture. By ee 


You are doubtless aware that for a very long time, 
dominant cultural influences in the Philippines had 
what limited. Filipinos tended to think that the 
world culture was limited to one or two countri 
congruence of events, had assumed a dominant » 
culture. This was a rather stifling situation ; 


I am — . pleased at the interere Soethe 
shown in disseminating the best of German cul 


Philippines, and it is certainly gr that Germa 


of this new, better quae for 
our conviction that the underst 2 
is one of the surest guarante es 
brotherhood of men which all of 


The world today, more cane at any ¢ 
last two decades, seems to be ent tering 
tension. It is through understaneas hat 
can be achieved. And it is mutual awar 


culture which is the primary means through which understanding 
can be realized. 


It is easy for nations and peoples to fall into the dangers 
of regarding others in stereotyped terms: political, economic 
and geographical barriers can easily divide people from one 
another. But being sensitive to each other’s culture, sensitive 
to people’s feelings and aspirations, we will know where and 
how to begin in our quest for understanding and peace. 


Culture will serve as lenses through which views and under- 
standing of peoples can be realized. It is through mutual 
understanding of each other’s culture that these lenses will 
emerge and surface the true picture of humankind everywhere 
in the world. 


May I then congratulate therefore the embassy of the 
Federal Republic of Germany, headed most humanely and ably 
by his Excellency Ambassador Eger and the Staff of Goethe 
Haus for this manifestation of Germany’s continuing generosity 
and commitment to disseminate German culture in the Philip- 
pines. 


My congratulations and my best wishes to the German 
people for their enlightened vision in their quest for peace. 
And for the service and awareness you are rendering to our 
country and people which is invaluable for our own culture. 
From the bottom of our hearts, thank you for your generosity. 
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Human Settlements for Filipinos * 


Mr. President and Prime Minister 
Honorable Colleagues, 
My Countrymen: 


It is more than a trifle presumptuous of me to direct a 
briefing on human settlements, when scarcely a fortnight ago 
I was quite as blissfully ignorant of its intricacies as any 
layman could be. 


Nevertheless, long-abiding interest and love for our fellow 
human beings sustain such overnight expertise. And so, there 
are a number of concepts we wish to share with you today, 
more for your questions about than for ultimate answers that 
we can provide. 


* Delivered before the Interim Batasang Pambansa, June 20, 1978. 
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Perhaps, it is my quixotic dream of a ie 
which deters my enthusiasm for fashionable ¢ 
for the latest modernism or technology, and ir 
you all today an orthodox briefing. E 


This seems to me to be the sad fai U 
endeavors. Even today, we are at 
assembly so that we might proffer o 


of life, of nobility of i insti 
spirit or feelings. 


_ Every facet of ae 


—-~ 


It is in this light that we must create a total humanistic 
environment guided by the ideology of humanism. Again, as 
always, we must begin with man. 

From the Metro Manila experience, we find that in aiming 
for the City of Man, with man as the center of our affections 
and attentions, everything followed—from cleanliness to flood 
control, from beautification to tourism. Indeed, we found our- 
selves providing for all the basic needs of man. 

This was because in the service and welfare of man, we 
considered the whole man or the total human being on his 
three levels— 


His body, or physical being 
His mind, or intellect, 
His spirit, or feelings. 


And if we intend to reach man and help him to be whole, 
or to be a total human being, we must give him an environment 


which promotes— 
The health of his body 
The development of his mind, 
And utmost sensitivity of the spirit, of feeling. 


For the physical being of man, we must provide an environ- 
ment that will not only develop his physical well-being but that 
will also enhance his physical senses, namely— 


His hearing (audio), 
sight (visual), 
touch (tactile), 
taste (gustatory) and 
smell (olfactory). 


and development of his intellect. 


Our education must be rooted in xu 
vironment. This i is very hae for too 


Recognizing the two major components of a human settle- 
ment, which are at the same time its major resources, we can 
identify what are the basie needs of a human settlement. 


There are eleven: 


1. Water 

. Power 

. Food (agriculture) 

. Clothing (cottage industries) 

. Economic base (livelihood) 

. Medical services 

. Education, culture and technology 

. Ecological balance 

. Sports and recreation 

. Shelter (housing and land use) 

. Mobility — a) roads 
b) transportation and traffic 
c) communication 
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The goal, therefore, of the Ministry of Human Settlements 
is to make all these eleven basic needs for human settlements 
available in varying levels and degrees for all towns and cities 
of the Philippines. 


Again, from our Metro Manila experience, we so early real- 
ized that having Metro Manila alone of the Philippines’ 1,700 
cities and towns rehabilitated, planned, developed and made 
beautiful, resulted in a virtual invasion of people from all over 
the country, averaging 300,000 new residents every year in the 
2% years that we had governed. 


In effect, what have we gained? For now, we have an 
explosive social situation in Metro Manila where almost one- 
fifth of the national population resides, the problem of the 
emptying and deterioration of cities and towns all over the 


country, and the increasing congestion of one—Metro Manila. 4 
And yet for those who came, I have nothing but: compassion, q 
for they come justly to partake directly of the gains of the 
New Society. i z ; ee ic 
With the creation of the new Ministry of He 1s 
ments, we hope to bring simultaneously to all 
eleven basic needs of a human settlement, that they 1 
experience the better he of life brought abc 


economy. But these farsighted polled rograr 
must now toucli the life of every individual Fi 
the delivery of the basic needs to ever’ 


To do all these, we must star 
resources of tie people themselves 
ments. Our approach is not only rea 
but totally humanistic. For if we 
of Human Settlements, we should 
resources, both human and natur: 
that each city and town may achie 
with its own distinctive identity é 


Thus, we are compiling a co 
total human and natural resources, 
throughout the country. Data and 
instantly through computer te 


avoiding excesses and wastes, “oh 
resources. : 


ments—pragmatie experts who will plan, implement and monitor 
the delivery of every basic need to every human settlement. 
For example, water, Hydrologists and other experts will tell us 
exactly what our water resources are, existing and potential; 
how these resources must be tapped to provide for present and 
future needs; how we must manage our water resources to our 
best advantage. Ecologists would help ensure the wholesome- 
ness of our environment, while environmental engineers could 
devise inexpensive and culturally-based sanitation systems for 
the masses of our people. Infrastructure consultants would 
design facilities and utilities that take account of man’s habits 
and needs, instead of rigid systems designed with little thought 
for man. 


The men and women we hope to enlist will be drawn mostly 
from existing agencies already involved in the provision and 
delivery of our basic needs. For I must repeat that the func- 
tion of th Human Settlements Ministry is really catalytic and 
coordinative. 


As such, we must develop at every level leaders who are 
selfless, flexible and sensitive to the needs of the total man and 
his community. 

I hasten to add the following pieces of information to 
demonstrate that there need be no fear of our new ministry 
overlapping into existing fields of activity in a manner that 
would render such other offices unnecessary. 

Besides vesting the administration of the Metropolitan 
Manila Commission in the Minister of Human Settlements, the 
decree creating the ministry places the following offices and 
agencies under the Ministry of Human Settlements: 


1. National Housing Authority 
2. National Housing Corporation 
8. Home Financing Commission 
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._ Home Mortgage Finance Corporation 
5. National Pollution Control Commission 

. National Environmental Protection 

. Technology Resource Center __ 

. Human Settlements Regulatory 


and the newly-created Human | ettlem 
ration. ae 


as attractive to the individual | 


It has been said that the r mi 


ed by the bazaar psychology— 
jobs, entertainment, art, cultur 


quality of life in ‘minis 


minimum whole, and working towards a maximum whole, using 
and maximizing first whatever resources are available, for we 
will be starting with a very small budget, much less than one- 
half of the budget of the smallest ministry of the President’s 
cabinet. 

We hope to start with a small core organization, hoping 
performance will prove our worth. 


We will need the support of the Ministry of National De- 
fense to insure peace and order, which is a prerequisite for dev- 
elopment. We shall coordinate closely with the Ministry of Lo- 
cal Governments for the help of the governors, mayors and baran- 
gay leaders in motivating the political will of the people. In- 
deed, we shall work closely with all other implementing agencies 
of government for a unified development thrust that is truly 
humanist. 


Our whole ideology is expressed in the very simple design 
or logo which we chose to symbolize the Ministry of Human Set- 
tlements: man at the center and core of the whole, served by ele- 
ven basic needs, represented by the rays, which converge in man 
as beneficiary; and surrounded at all times by the good, the true 
and the beautiful. The color white, for the totality of man; red, 
symbolizing the good for the body; blue, for truth of mind; yel- 
low, for beauty of spirit. 

And yet, no matter how abstract the terms by which we can 
express the ideology of humanism, we know and realize that our 
practical task in the Ministry of Human Settlements is really 
housekeeping of the biggest order for 46-million Filipinos. 

But with the support of all—especially of my esteemed col- 
leagues, the members of this august assembly, the interim Bata- 
sang Pambansa, who shall be my mentors, partners and fellow- 
doers—sustained by our enthusiasm and love for our country 
and the Filipino people, we cannot fail.’ 
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Mabini: Symbol and Inspiration * 


I am moved and humbled by the honor bestowed upon me 
this evening. I received the Apolinario Mabini award on behalf 
of the accumulated work and sacrifice of the men and women 
in the foreign service who made this great honor possible. 


May I extend my warmest congratulations to my esteemed 
colleague, the Honorable Carlos P. Romulo, Minister of the 
Premier Department of the Cabinet, who should really be the 
recipient of this award, and to all the officers and personnel of 
his ministry on this historic founding anniversary of the Minis- 
try of Foreign Affairs, 


* Delivered following the conferment of the Mabini Award, Maharlika Hall, 
Malacafiang, June 23, 1978. 


To the distinguished and eminent members the bo 


judges and officers of the Ministry of Foreign / 


given me the honor to hold this award as a symbo of | 


service for country and people, goes my dee 


I will value and shall always cherish the h 
generously been conferred this ater 
the name of Apolinario Mabini, one of — 
heroes, the gentle genius who was our 
and who is justly the symbol and i 


For it was he who showed us the w visd 
strength of sacrifice, service and the - 
country for in his own words, | he ss said 
country given to us by God. 7 2 
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The Healers of Humankind“ 


Today in its 71st year of continuous existence the Philippine 
Medical Association has seen two revolutions in the science 
and art of medicine. You have seen how your art has developed 
from the treatment of organic ailment into a consideration of 
the health and well-being of the whole men. You have seen the 
development of medicine into a social concern, for, indeed ad- 
vances in medical science and technology have affected whole 
societies. 


A dramatic instance is that the prevention of disease and 
the conquest of plague have had repercussion in population 
growth, the prevision of food and other basic necessities. 


We are now told that medical science can prolong human 
life to more than a century, and, what straight out of science 


* Delivered before the 71st anniversary convention of the Philippine Medical 
Association, PICC, April 19, 1978. 
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fiction it can produce human beings by the process ea 
“cloning,” and preserves cells through eryonism. : 


Where medical art borders on scientifie advan 
whole, it raises new ethical issues, now the le 
euthanasia and the bionization of human orge 
son, medicine based as it were on the biolog 
science of human life itself, in that life is 
healer, the physician of man. Since ti mn 
sician has been the champion of life, this ]i 
life. Our Lord, whose trade was car 
brought the dead back to the world « 


We do not know whether it is ¢ 
of enslaved peoples number physi 
country, we have Dr. Jose Rizal 
cure for a cancerous society. — 


It seems inevitable 


lective mankind or the 
required of all of you 


Mankind’s proble 
come so on 


believe that t. 
and women 


by strong hur nit 


can only mean that society is corrupt. Thus, the physician must 
heal himself first in order to heal society. 


All these years, the New Society has been the innovator. 
Perhaps in the medical field the time has come for the Philippine 
Medical Association to take the initiative. With your experience 
of a direct and intimate involvement with the sick of both the 
rich and the poor, you can now draw up a medical service plan, 
both long range and short range. For too long has the govern- 
ment and the private sector isolated themselves from each other. 
As a developing country and as sophisticated citizens, the private 
sector and government can now work together and separately 
from one another. It is now time that since the goal of both 
is man, both can work together wherein each sector will make 
and will have its own sphere of responsibility. 


For the physician will inevitably move to the bigger body— 
the people and the country. All these years, the New Society 
has shown the way seeking advice and recommendation from 
the medical profession as it pursues its medical program for the 
people. Perhaps it is now time that the Philippine Medical 
Association takes the initiative and be entrusted to plan a truly 
humane medical service program for our people. 


From rural health service to sophisticated regional hospitals 
and consequently a national medical hospital. With your 
expertise and nationalism, I have no doubt that each area of 
medical service will be a source of national pride. In a sense, 
all of us who are committed to bring forth a New Society in this 
fair and only land of ours are physicians. We diagnose the 
social ailment and then propose a cure. We do not appoint 
ourselves to the task; we are elected by the pressure of 
circumstances. 


One has complete knowledge and knows all the answers. 
As Rizal proposed in his preface to Noli Me Tangere, let us 
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display the afflicted on the steps 
compassionate ba would ‘proj 


La Divina * 


There was in her art the fullness of life, and in her life, the 
magic of art. Jovita Fuentes was verily divine, the first Filipino 
artist to be so distinguished. 


It was not just her mellifluous voice, nor the roles she port- 
rayed, such as Madame Butterfly and Salome, which she made 
more universal with her native genius. But above all, it was her 
life—the magnificent passion with which she pursued her art and 
the art of others. 

She founded organizations so that music might live in the 
hearts of millions. She gave encouragement, support, and material 
assistance to her fellow artists, young and seasoned, thus proving 
to us all that the true, genuine artist is first of all, generous. 


* Pagdadalamhati, a final homage to Jovita Fuentes (National Artist), deli- 
vered at the Cultural Center of the Philippines, August 14, 1978, 
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We shall miss Jovita Fuentes, our National 
shall always be reminded of La Divina in every 


our stage and the world of music. Her s pirit 


ES 


in them, reminding us always of the immortalit 


bution to the growth of the human s spirit 


She was a living presei ce for 
Filipino artists and audience; 
for many more generations 


A New Protection of Technology * 


It is a pleasure to welcome all Sony officials headed by Mr. 
Akio Morita to Metropolitan Manila and the Philippines and to 
personally offer all of you my best wishes at the opening of the 
Sony International Conference. 


I know that in this beloved city of our affections Metro Ma- 
nila—where the Filipino people’s political, technological and 
cultural heritage are at their best—you will find all there is 
necessary for a successful meeting. 


Those of you who know the Philippines, as well as those 
who are here for the first time will find that Manilans in parti- 
cular and Filipinos in general, are generous with their smiles 
because they are optimists and positive, are always flexible, ready 
to please, tireless, patient and completely susceptible to foreign- 


* Weleome address of the First Lady Imelda Romualdez Marcos, Sony Inter- 
national Conference, June 26, 1978, PICC. 
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on ‘all occasions. This courage, curiosity and pre 
vity has not only enriched Filipinos ue ie 
whole and total. 


For a number of decades now, Sony. 5 orpc 


logy. Because of the extraordinary ¢ 
character of its engineers and scient 
devices, new equipments, new rese¢ 
are found in the electronics _ mar 
over the world. a 


It goes without saying 
for having pioneered in th I 
television sets, and hand | neld 
And it is indeed an — 2 


“that extreme case of the condensed literature which captures 
and compresses into artistic form the fleeting intuition and emo- 
tion of the moment.” 


Here in the Philippines fully aware of the important uses 
and the potential of technology, have a technology resource center 
whose main function is to see to it that the technology introduced 
to the Filipino must be adoptive to our national culture—for it is 
our belief too that for technology to succeed its systems must be 
based on life and nature, and however advanced—it must be 
compatible with man’s traditional or cultural social systems and 
geared towards the improvement of a better quality of life for 
man. 


With Japan as a model, countries of the developing world 
should also be able to absorb the impact of sophisticated techno- 
logy yet retain their own cultural norms and values. 


I am particularly glad to welcome an esteemed friend, Mr. 
Akio Morita, one of the most enlightened, dynamic and humane 
businessmen of the developed world, who has expressed his firm’s 
goals succinctly with these words: our foremost desire at Sony is 
to utilize our technology, our brains, our know-how for the needs 
of humankind, all over the world. 


Sony’s expressed objectives are a refreshing parity indeed 
in the industrial and business world. There are not many busi- 
ness magnates today who would be so bold or so noble as to say, 
Mr. Morita has said, that their interest is humankind and the 
needs of human beings. Such sentiments naturally strike a res- 
ponsive chord in me as governor of Metro Manila and in the 
citizens of this city which we have learned to think of and to call 
Metropolitan Manila the city of man or human beings. 


If I may inject another personal note, I would like to point 
out that Sony’s auspicious and significant time for me, coming 
as it does, only a few days and weeks after my election and 
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appointment, as member of the new parliament and to the newes 
ministry of President Marcos’ cabinet—the ec i um 
Settlements. 


Sony’s goals and the pronouncements of its Preside 
sent an uncanny parallel to the intents and purpt 
Ministry of Human Settlements and the Compassi 
of the Philippines. We too are interested in serv 
of human beings, we too are pledged to the cause 
development of human beings. We too, recogni: 
and technology hold out the best promise of this dev 
we, too, have chosen electronics the science 
future as one of the vehicles for man’s better 


The Ministry of Human Settlements v 
to head, is a result of historical and social che 
The rapid increase of our population, the 
our natural resources, the various and 
and abroad, the push and pull of Intern: 
have brought home to us the need to r 
problems of human life in a total, w 


To the original functions of ou 
we have had to add a coordinative | 
move all the national resources in one t 
that will immediately affect and impro’ 
We have had to contend with the ¢ 
human nature and we nie h 


Because the stucture of g 
wide range, we have had to « 
forces in the New Ministry, an 
nated eleven areas of concern 


nomic base (livelihood), medical services, education, culture, and 
technology, ecological balance, sports and recreation, shelter 
(housing and land use), mobility, meaning roads, transportation, 
traffic and communication. 


We are beginning to move in these eleven directions simul- 
taneously, for we realize that unless we develop totally we shall 
succumb to congestion, to rapid decline and final destruction. 
We realize that if we do not make a total effort at each and 
every single human being, we shall never attain our goals. 


We are determined to move, from the minimum whole to 
the maximum whole. What we mean by this is that we will 
start all together at the same pace and towards all directions 
the self-same objectives, leaving no single barrio or town behind, 
playing favorites with no one, but making one concerted push 
that will make the whole country and every citizen with it, make 
a quantum leap into the good life, yes, but the good life for all. 
We know only too well, that, if we don’t hang together, we shall 
hang separately. We have decided that we shall never more be 
separate again. That is the rationale for the Ministry of Human 
Settlements. 


The focus of our attention and affection as always, is man. 
Too long has man been the servant, the victim, the exploited. 
Through the ages, man has suffered and endured the impositions 
of the elements and matter. Man shivered when rain fell in 
torrents upon his head, man was scorched by the sun or the 
terror of accidental fire, man bowed to every whim of nature 
and now of the machine. 

But now, the Ministry of Human Settlements of this repub- 
lie is animated by the desire to place, to order and position every- 


thing for the convenience of man. Human beings will be the 
ruler and the master. It is his good that will be served, it is he 
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who will arrange his habitat around him, he who wil 1 
ecology and he who will dominate his environment. 
the other way arvund. z 
This dominance of man over nature, over ma nine es an 
over all of matter must start of course, as in all hum: 
pursuits in the study of man. From which, we appreciat 
man is made up of three elements and operates and 
on three distinct levels: body, mind and spirit. Man 
cal, and spiritual being or his feelings, a human trini 


Our credo of humanitas, or humanism redees 
to only one of the aspects that encompasses I 
sicisms that have ruled the world for many c 
based on the worship of matter expressed mon 2 
quently in numbers and monetary terms. V 


communism. Where money was transfern ed 
viduals to the state, the result was the for por 


dest pel has been that of S So 
could not tolerate the totalita 
in a furious speech at Harvard 
ocracies. He decried their = 
and concern for minor legal 
intolerable as communism, 
these pitfalls and tragedies, F 
man and his creator are never: 


Today, technology has r de 
the world to man thru the visual ai an 


man may sense, understand and pe tha 
today as Sony is in the forefro at of 


endeavor for man. It is, once again asked in this conference to 
reduce the complicated, maximum whole to a simple minimum 
whole that all humankind may justly and directly partake of 
the gains of world civilization in the 20th century. Man can 
now visualize a world made real, personal and intimate because 
of a technology made to serve man. 


To all the men and women of the Sony family my good 
wishes for the challenge before you. And congratulations and 
appreciation of our leader President Marcos and the Filipino 
people. 
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Law: The Liberation of Humankind * 


Welcome to this tiny spot in the universe which we call our 
own, the Philippines. It is ours only because our forefathers 
have labored and died here. It is ours by right of life and not of 
conquest. 


I say this—in welcoming you—because of Man’s continuing 
obsession with borders and precisely at a time when we are 
expanding our boundaries, reaching out to the stars and outer 


space. 


From land-based civilizations, humankind, with the aid of 
science and technology, looks to the sea thence to the strato- 
sphere. 


* Welcome address of the First Lady Imelda Romualdez Marcos, 58th Confe- 
rence of the International Law Association, Monday, August 28, 1978, PICC, 
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We are, in a world, reaching out further and further to ‘ 
ever more distant horizons. The paradox is that as we over- 
reach ourselves, our survival depends on how profoum’y we 
reach into our inner being. | ein 


As our human genius explores and claims the va 
it makes us realize how we are all one humankind i p 
that is one. 3 


The universe is us. And us the 


Therein resides our concern for the | La 
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We need authentic justice to bring about through law the 
liberation of humankind and end the harrowing division of 
humanity into rich and poor, big and small, strong and weak. 


Before the crisis of this century, law was parochial in that 
it promoted the advancement of the few over the degradation 
of the many. This has been the experience of human society. 
This has been the Filipino experience. 


In our own modest way, we have taken the first steps 
towards unity not only among ourselves but with all of humanity. 
We dare to regard the human mind and the human heart as the 
ultimate frontier, for it shares in our Creator’s infinity. 


For this is the purpose of all human striving that when the 
spirit reaches out into space and then delves into its inner being 
it finds the heart of creation. 


Whatever our situation, as human beings and nations—rich 
or poor, strong or weak—let us dare to sacrifice ourselves for 
what we could become. 


Let me then propose to you that the Law can be, and should 
be, the frontiersman of a new world of fulfillment for a oe 
humankind. BREET 


So long as we bound the universe according to our pred 
we shall lose it. But if the strong and privileged among us can 
accept the responsibilities and sacrifices of leadership while the 
rest struggle rightly as part of their responsibility, then we 
shall reap the fruits of oneness—of one universe, one world, 
one people. | 


Perhaps, I speak in very general terms but hopefully based 
on the totality of a vision. For humankind needs a vision to 
extricate itself from the narrow realism which alienates us from 
one another. The false division, imposed by sheer power, into 
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A Total Effort * 


On behalf of the host country the Philippines and as Found- 
ing Chairman of the Population Foundation of the Philippines 
and Governor of Metro Manila I welcome all the delegates to 
this International Population Conference on World Population. 
May you find your stay here most pleasant and conducive to 
the success of our joint and urgent undertaking. Population! 


Here in the Philippines you will see the humble and modest 
efforts of a country, its government and. people to bring about 
a better quality of life for every citizen, within our limited 
resources. In the past few years, we have taken a total approach, 
a tripartite approach to the population problem maximizing the 
efforts and resources of government, the church, and the private 
sector and international agencies, to hasten the achievement of 


_ “Opening Ceremonies of the 4th International Population Conference, October 24, 
1978, Plenary Hall, PICC 
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our population objectives in a manner that is humane, economic 
and efficient. 


But although we have brought down our : popula growth 
rate from 3.2 to 2.5 percent in the past few years, we still have 
much to do if we are to keep our ponte ogee! in 
relation to our resources. 25 


The threat of overponain ie is over 
Thirty years ago we had a population of 


population programs Se 
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from experienge that tote 
will automatically bring d 


fore, in the Philippines our broad development efforts are aimed 
directly at improving the quality of life in every human settle- 
ment. 


My humble experience as Governor of Metropolitan Manila, 
which led to the creation of our Ministry of Human Settlements, 
has taught us that when you deal with the problems of human 
beings, everything that touches man becomes a priority, that all 
levels of man—physical, intellectual and spiritual—must be 
reached to bring about his full humanity. 


But as we sought to fulfill these imperatives in Metro 
Manila, we simply attracted more migrants into the city, thus 
emptying the countryside and negating our efforts to create a 
city of man. And so, today, through our new Ministry of 
Human Settlements, our goal is that every community in the 
country may become a democratic, humanistic and self-reliant 
habitat. Justice dictates this. 


As man must be developed in totality, so must countries. 
The world has shrunk that every part of it has become equally 
strategic. Every nation is a priority. The problem of one is 
the problem of all, for we cannot, afford to confront the problems 
of humanity in parts, nation by nation, region by region, no 
nation, no bloc, acting alone can hope to succeed in one universe. 


All we in the developing world ask of the more privileged 
nations is a more enlightened sharing of their wealth and 
advantages with the rest of mankind. This conference takes 
place at a crucial time for all of us. May it bring forth deci- 
sions and programs which will make this sharing active and 
real. Instead of merely rendering lip service, let us join hands 
in a total effort to ensure that all mankind should enjoy a 
quality of life befitting our humanity. 


With man as our focus and the elevation of our humanity 
as our goal, we need not angry confrontations but positive 
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Direction to Growth * 


As we come to the close of this World Conference, I am 
heartened at the most fruitful and enlightening sessions of the 
past five days. While we have come close to many of the solu- 
tions we sought, some new questions and some new problems 
have been raised, while others have remained unasked. 


But this, after all, was to be expected. As each of us 
discussed the relationships between population and development 
and the implications of these relationships for community action, 
we were implicitly showing how differently we thought about 
development, how differently we defined the community, and 
how differently we viewed the relationship between the indivi- 
dual and the community in the process of national development. 


*Closing Ceremonies of the’ 4th International Population Conference, October 
28, 1978, PICC 
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may be mobilized to participate in the development of the large 
community that is the nation. But the very multiplicity of 
ways suggests that we must choose. The minute we speak of 
choice, we imply criteria. All too often, our criteria are over- 
whelmingly technical. 


I submit that the minute we make decisions that inflict pain 
and suffering on people, our criteria for these decisions should 
have a strong ethical component. 


Further, I will take the ethical position that when we choose 
among alternative ways to achieve development, that way is 
best that entails the least pain. I have at other times called 
this the principle of compassion. 


And while I recognize that pain and suffering is part and 
parcel of the process of economic development, I feel it instinc- 
tively repugnant that all too often, the persons who suffer most 
in the development process are the very ones who will benefit 
the least. I will therefore go one step further and say that 
when we choose among alternative ways to achieve develop- 
ment, that way is best which equitably distributes the benefits 
of development to those who have had to sacrifice the most. 
This is simple justice. 

It is in this context of justice and compassion that we in 
the Philippines have interpreted the world population plan of 
action and its definition of population as an inextricable part 
of the development process. We view our people as the “in- 
exhaustible source of creativity and a determining factor of 
progress.” 


It is in the context of this view of our people, a humanistic 
view rooted in the principles of justice and compassion, that 
we have launched what President Marcos in his keynote address 
regards as the latest manifestation of the Bucharest spirit and 
the most ambitious—the human settlements program. We have 
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taken the positive stand of developing people as our major 
resource for whom other resources and technology would be 
harnessed in a balanced and coordinated approach towards a 
better quality of life. 


Population which is recognized as the root problem is thus 
seen within the human settlements context, within which it can- 
not be solved by isolated, piece-meal crisis-response approaches. 


We have therefore identified 11 basic human needs, in a 
settlement namely: water; power; food; clothing; economic 
base; medical services; education; culture and technology; 
ecological balance; sports and recreation; shelter; and mobility, 
which must be met, and in varying degrees satisfied, before we 
can even begin to provide the beginnings to a lasting solution 
to the problem of population. The individual’s health, liveli- 
hood, education, and general well-being should be his personal 
responsibility but he can be held responsible only if the com- 
munity provides the necessary opportunities and resources. 
Apart from the necessary institutions providing employment, 
education and medical services, the community infrastructure 
must also make provisions for the proper ecological use of 
water and power resources, transportation and communication, 
and the necessary appropriate technology. It is the task of 
the Ministry of Human Settlements to be the technical arm of 
government in the satisfaction of these needs, by providing 
coordination, setting guidelines and acting as catalyst. 


In these efforts, the Philippines is blessed with a unique 
advantage: the network of functional communities—the ba- 
rangays and the Samahang Nayons—which the New Society 
has evolved from the traditional political institutions. Now 
made authentic vehicles—in the words of President Marcos— 
for the “realization of the exercise of real people’s power,” 
these political units under the Ministry of Local Governments 
provide the community Manpower Brigades that will insure 
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door-step delivery of services to satisfy the eleven basic needs. 
At the same time, the Barangay Brigades will guarantee the 
proper environment for the fulfillment af these needs with their 
mandate to provide for six other community needs: peace and 
order, the participation of youth, the importance of the role of 
women, provision for disasters, voluntary political participation 
and the role of justice and law. Together with municipal, 
provincial and regional government bodies, these barangays— 
all 42,000 of them—play an important role in linking the people 
with government. This chain of local governments communi- 
cates and interprets the needs and aspirations of the people, 
translating and organizing these needs and aspirations into 
more or less specific policy demands. On the other hand, they 
also communicate, interpret and where appropriate, implement 
government policies and directives responding to these needs. 


These efforts are integrated under the triad of authority 
consisting of the President, the Cabinet, and the National 
Economic Development Authority. The Ministry of Human 
Settlements is represented at every level of this chain providing 
coordination and guidelines. 


These efforts are aimed at the growth and development of 
a strong middle-class, which we define in its most positive 
terms: people who participate fully in bearing the cost and 
enjoying the benefits of a prosperous economy, an efficient and 
responsive state, and a rich and authentic cultural system— 
people who can share the costs and benefits because they have 
the knowledge, the skills, and the will to become part of their 
community. We see development as aimed at the wholeness 
of the nation, the wholeness of the community, and the whole- 
ness of the individual. In this light, the individual is the min- 
imum whole. He is the starting point of any development 
program, 
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age and so, the decision to limit births was a painful decision 
to sacrifice a portion of their social security. 


We have looked at the resources saved by the reduction in 
the population. We have seen these resources redirected to 
increasing our quality of life. We value these changes highly. 
We would value them more if the benefits that were won by 
our population program were distributed more equitably among 
those whose sacrifices made those benefits possible. 


To achieve this greater equity, we are duty-bound to give 
our people something more—to redirect efforts at providing 
them an environment that will help them blossom as total 
human persons. Thus, while family planning has been good 
for us, it is at best only a palliative and not the be-all of our 
efforts. The task is not so much restriction as enhancement. 
Human beings are not obstacles to development but the 
primary resource. In fact, human beings are the basic unit of 
development. 


The basic needs are the same from people to people. But 
the preferred ways of meeting these needs vary because every 
people operates within the matrix of its own culture. Some 
cultures see development as man’s mastery over nature; others 
see development as man’s fulfilling nature by being in harmony 
with it. Our development strategy should take advantage of 
these culturally determined preferences. 


When we are in tune with people’s cultural preferences, 
we win their hearts and minds. We can harness local resources 
far more efficiently. As Governor of Metro Manila, I have not 
had to raise taxes; but the judicious choice of programs has 
generated so much support from the other institutional sources 
that we now operate on a budget thrice that of three years ago. 
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Finally, it is in the context of justice and compassion that 
we should view the role of foreign aid in our population 
program. 


Assistance to family planning and other social programs 
has often made us overlook those non-aid policies that affect 
our national development—such as those concerned with the 
exploration for energy, the development of natural resources, 
the treatment of trade in sugar, copper, oil, and other com- 
modities. 


On the other hand, we speak of one world, of the total man, 
of the world community of nations. We speak of the fates of 
all countries being inextricably linked. And yet, it is ironic 
that at this very time, we seem to see many developed countries 
have, in the process of their rapid growth, tended to export their 
problems to us. Some of our own natural resources, for in- 
stance, all being depleted to foster development in the advanced 
countries. Yet all the time we have been admonished to sacri- 
fice, to tighten our belts. It is perhaps the time for both the 
developed as well as the developing countries to reexamine 
their policies with regard to each other as the developed 
countries urged the poor to limit their numbers, should they 
not do their share by restraining their propensity to excessive 
and wasteful consumption of the world’s limited resources. 


In the context of compassion and justice, the efforts of the 
poor to limit their numbers must be matched by efforts of the 
rich to control consumption. | 


On the other hand, I recognize that the Third World still 
needs the help of the rich nations. Self-reliance is all very 
well, but we cannot begin to be self-reliant, without some help 
from outside. I also recognize that by and large, the rich na- 
tions have proven themselves generous and — ay good 
intentions. 
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Three years ago, I posed before the UN General Assembly 
an International Code of Ethics appropriate to the new inter- 
national economic order. Today I reiterate that proposal, 
stressing at the same time that we do not take the posture of 
mendicancy. We do not, cannot expect the spirit of altruism 
to be the sole motivation in this enterprise. We believe that 
the principle of reciprocity operates here. We invoke the spirit 
of value for value; of enlightened self-interest. 


For in the long run, the rich have a vested interest in the 
development of the poor. In this rapidly shrinking world, all 
nations can survive only in an environment conducive to the 
productivity of each and every nation. Each of us has a stake 
in a healthy, humane, and rational world economy—an eco- 
nomy based not on the exploitation of massive sources of cheap 
labor, but on the effective utilization of an international pool of 
high-quality human resources. 


For authentic global development to take place, true part- 
nership must be accorded the Third World. The task is not 
just to set limits to growth but to set directions to growth. 


It is with this challenge to the rich nations—to their en- 
lightened self-interest, tempered by compassion and justice— 
that I close this conference. 


Let me thank the World Population Society for having 
accepted my invitation to hold this gathering in the Philip- 
pines. I acknowledge the support of the national governments 
and the international agencies. 


You have all honored us with your presence, enlightened 
us with your knowledge, and renewed our faith in the future 
of the whole man. 


May we leave this hall whole in spirit, mind, and heart. 
To one and all, Godspeed, 
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Love Your Children, Love Your Future* 


As a Filipino, I am happy by your choice of site for your 
congress. As a mother, I am touched by your choice of a 
theme, “Our Children, Our Future” for it articulates the basic 
sentiments of motherhood and also underscores the primary — 
responsibility of humanity today. 

Last week, we just concluded here in Manila the Fourth 
International Population Conference, where the Philippines 
and 22 other nations discussed ways and means by which we 
could meet the responsibility of providing a better quality of 
life to our people. 


As First Lady, when I had the luxury of priorities, the 
child was my initial and priority concern. Our population, 
nutrition and mental feeding programs, born of that concern, 
all started in the private sector, later incorporated into the 
national government program under the New Society. 


*Delivered at the XXXIIJ World Congress of the Jaycees International, Novem- 
ber 8, 1978 at the Philippine International Convention Center. 
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The Philippine Population Program has made significant : 
strides. In the past few years, our annual growth in popula ~ ‘ 
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In any case, the Philippines approach to the ima a. 
between population and resources is not limited to stab 
the population. While this is a necessary measure, 
a palliative. Since people are a country’s prime 
the object of our development, they deserve as 
to be nourished and cherished. See 


Several years ago here in the Philipp din 
we started a total program for children 
in the mother’s womb. Since life f 
ception, thus, our help must begin 
is conceived. We have a nationa 
1972. Here, we addressed o1 
the child from the time ci 
years of life. = 


A human being, avi s 
that is heredity; or genes ar 
ment, or external forces and i ni 
ality. While eugenics is unalt erab 
ibility for it is within control. § 
first trimester of a hid ts 
become complete. After this — 
only grows bigger until it is: r 

As soon as the child is be 0091 
constitute another critical stage ir 
child is not properly cared fc i) nf rot 
cause physical and mental ¢ 

If at this period the child do 


for hin bay, he may become 
not only be a loss, he may k 


For malnutrition at this age decimates not only the body 
but also the brain which is man’s principal organ of distinction 
from the earth’s other species. Science now also proves that 
the learning process of such supposedly sophisticated capa- 
bilities like language and reading can now begin before the 
child is three years old. 


Thus, one of the first steps in our National Nutrition Pro- 
gram was “Operation Timbang,” that was to weigh all pre- 
school children. A simple device was invented at the Nutrition 
Center that could be used accurately and cheaply anywhere. In 
the first two years six million Filipino children were weighed. 


Just by their weights we established their nutritional 
status by Philippine Standards and found out that 30 percent 
needed immediate rehabilitation. When this was brought to 
the attention of President Marcos, he saw the gravity and 
urgency of the problem. The Nutrition Program which was 
started as a private foundation was made a national govern- 
ment program. 


The Philippine Nutrition schemes include food assistance 
for malnourished children, backyard food production, health 
protection, and face-to-face nutrition education. Supplement- 
ary feeding is done in special centers, malnutrition ward in 
hospitals, nutri-huts and nutri-villages established all over the 
country. Today, we reach 3.2 million children daily through 
education and direct feeding. 


The Nutrition Center of the Philippines produces a variety 
of supplements based not on imported materials like milk or 
wheat but on indigenous foods relevant to the economic and 
cultural level of our people. These are foods not necessarily 
of the nature of hotel menus but is well known to the com- 
mon people. These include food such as dilis or dried small 
fish and mongo beans for protein, darak or brown powdered 
rice bran for vitamin B. | 
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We produce nutribuns, nutri-biscuits, nutri-noodles and 
nutri-paks. These are made in labor-intensive community 
operations that have since become profitable, earning added 
income for the nutrition program. 


In recognition of its merits, the Philippine Nutrition Pro- 
gram has become a model for other countries. And the Nutri- 
tion Center of the Philippines is now in its second term as a 
College of the United Nations’ World University, with tie-ups 
to Harvard-Massachusetts Institute of Technology, Cornell 
University and universities in Australia and the Netherlands. 


The National Nutrition Program has a tripartite approach, 
with the participation of the government, the private sector, 
and international agencies. It is organized in such a way that 
the initiative of the private sector and the assistance of inter- 
national agencies are encouraged and not diminished by the 
participation of government. . 


As President Marcos says, a nation has two resources— 
the human resource and natural resources. But man is the 
priority resource. Therefore he gave the Nutrition Program 
priority despite the fact that it was an added strain on our 
economy, struggling i in the midst of our. Se s economic ant 
energy crisis in 1974. fe : 


But to care for the child’s physical well- anes ‘was just the 
first step. For man to be made whole, one must give health 
to the body, education to his mind, and love for his spirit or 
feelings or emotions. ee ee: 


To reach the pre-school child in his totality, we arrived at 
our second vital program, also made a national program by 
the President—the Mental Feeding Program to prepare the 
child even before he enters school. 


Tie. a 
In the first three years of life, the child’s mind is most 
receptive, most malleable, and most retentive. This is when 
his consciousness takes shape, when he forms his first im- 
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pressions of himself, his fellow human beings, his surround- 
ings and his world. 


While we are still developing and enhancing the child’s 
physical senses: his audio-visual, olfactory, tastes and tactils, 
we begin at this point to stimulate his mind. In our Mental 
Feeding Program, we now have illustrated children’s books in 
Pilipino, called Aklat Adarna, which introduce the child even 
before he can read to basic integrated totality of knowledge: 
the alphabet, arithmetic, geography, science and other useful 
subjects preparing him for formal education at school. 


Once the child reaches school age, the government carries 
the responsibility for his development, through educational 
system. The Philippines has 600,000 teachers from both the 
private and public schools to attend to the education of our 
youth. Education is free from grade school to high school. 


We pride ourselves in a literacy rate of close to 90 per- 
cent throughout the country, and as high as 97 percent here 
in Metro Manila. Besides our system of formal education, we 
have widespread schemes for skill training, out of school youth, 
Manpower Development and Adult Education. 


The third and most difficult level in the development of 
the child is the development of his emotions. This can only 
be done positively through selfless caring and love. For every 
human being must achieve an integrity, a wholeness, a balance 
between his physical, intellectual and spiritual selves. 


We must provide our children with the total ambience to 
achieve this integrity—a humanist environment. Here I speak 
of humanism, for this philosophy is appropriate, and indeed 
forcefully relevant to our times as it was for the age of en- 
lightenment. 

Eventually, the child spreads out from the limited environ- 
ment of his home and school to the wider community and greater 
range of interactions, not only with his fellow human beings 
but with his environment. 
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Here in the Philippines we try to pursue development with- 
in our modest means. But while they say that small is beauti- 
ful, let me say it is also difficuit, especially after 400 years of 
colonialism gaining independence in the midst of the ruins of 
World War II. Here in the Philippines we were children 
brought to adulthood deprived of our rightful nurturance and 
tutelage. 


We are not blind to the fact that we live in a world without 
borders, a world of ever-increasing interdependence. We speak 
of a world community of nations whose fates are inextricably 
linked. And so, while we base our development on self-reliance, 
we still need the technology and the economic experience of the 
developed nations. 


We cannot expect the spirit of altruism to be the sole 
motivation for this relationship. We believe that the principle 
of reciprocity operates here—in the spirit of value for value, 
of enlightened self-interest: for the Third World, a direction 
of growth towards development in its totality and wholeness. 
For the rich and developed countries, a direction of growth 
away from their excesses and wastes. 


You of the Internationnai Jaycees can be of immense help 
in bringing about this new morality among nations. Your or- 
ganization cuts across international lines. And as individuals, 
you are in the unique position of being able to influence your 
superiors, as well as your subordinates. In a few years, many 
of you will occupy positions of far greater responsibility in 
your own countries, and in multinational corporations that even 
now can be more powerful than nations, 


And if people tell you that the developing countries are 
nothing more than children, remind them of your theme in 
this congress that children, after all, are the future. President 
Marcos has said that the role of the New Society in the Phil- 
ippines is to bring about a New Filipino, firmly anchored in 
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his own roots—environment and culture—one with the universe, 
enjoying a quality of life befitting our humanity. : 
We are all teachers and models for tomorrow. In our 


grave responsibility, let us remember that there are no delin- 
quent children, there are only delinquent parents and teachers. 


At the risk of being simplistic, I would say that all it takes 
to nurture our children well is love, which guides us’ 
to reach them on all three levels of their a 
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A Timeless Gift* 


A I look around me this afternoon, I realize more and 
more that few industries have the reservoir of ability, talent 
and dedication that the advertising industry has. The most 
brilliant and experienced practitioners of the fine and lively 
arts of industry and commerce, are represented here. 


Writers, painters, composers, musicians, actors, business- 
men and bankers—all participate in one of the most dynamic 
activities known to modern man, the production of advertise- 
ments and commercials. 

Art, science and the marketplace pool their particular 
skills in the advertisement. Indeed, the artistic creativity of 
the advertising trade is matched only by its commercial genius. 


A study recently conducted by the Development Agademy 
of the Philippines proved that among all the occupations, 


*Delivered at the 11th Asian Advertising Conference, at the Philippine Interna- 
tional Convention Center, November 17, 1978, 
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the most prestigious. ie 
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Surely you are aware all the time of this power which 
you wield. But are you always equally aware of the awesome 
responsibility that goes with it? Not, I hasten to add, that this 
has not been said before, and often. 


Let me say it again, anyway, because if one were to judge 
from the general run of advertising that bombards us constantly 
from all sides it would seem that the industry rarely wields its 
power with commensurate responsibility—to the human being, 
to society, to the country, to the region. 


We in government can only wish we could use the tools 
and techniques of mass communications as skillfully as you do, 
as we proceed with our commitment to growth and develop- 
ment for our country and people. We have great need of your 
skills to promote development—not just growth in numbers but 
in wisdom and values. For while it is true that man is partly 
a product of his genes—heredity or eugenics, from conception 
thereafter, he is molded by euthenics, or his environment, 
which you, the advertisers, control in great part. 


You are such masters of your profession—in the creation 
of desire—that you can motivate and give direction to growth 
and development. How wonderful then, if here in the devel- 
oping countries, you could channel the desire of our peoples 
beyond mere consumer goods to permanent changes in life, 
which will ultimately mean an improvement in their quality 
of life; if you could give them motivation for development, and 
not enslave them to the unattainable, because arousing desires 
which cannot be fulfilled can only lead to greater strains and 
pressures on our hard-pressed societies. 


In our. world today, advertising and the other mass media 
shape society and culture more directly than all our systems 
of formal education—because you are all-pervasive. More 
effective than legislation, for you persuade sweetly and bril- 
liantly. Your messages are more lingering and so precise that 
neither education nor legislation can act as effectively, for you 
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program your messages to act equally on all the levels of man’s 


Consciousness. 


As a result, his conscious self, abetted by his subconscious, 
does what you want him to do. In the process, he absorbs the 
values—right or wrong—implicit in your message. He incor- 
porates these values into his being, whether he knows it or not, 
whether you consciously intended it or not. 


How often do I hear some people being called angels, others 
devils. And yet, in truth and in fact, each of us is both an 
angel and a devil, rolled into one. One-half of us is good and 
the other half bad. Here as human beings we exercise our 
initial and basic human right or freedom whether to do right 
or wrong. Yet, as I have often said before there is only one 
right and freedom, and it is to do right and to do good. For 
if we do otherwise, nature, our humanity, and our Creator will 
punish us. 


You who belong to the privileged elite of society know that 
only by being positive in deeds, ideas and feelings can we 
surface permanently the good that is in man. You have the 
freedom and the options, the skills and the resources, to effec- 
tively do good. It may be that for the time being you can get 
away with negative advertising profiting from man’s weakness. 
But as a very common saying goes: “You can fool some of the 
people all of the time; you can fool all of the people some of 
the time; but you cannot fool all of the people all of the time.” 
And because you reach the public at large, this unseen process 
works simultaneously on vast sectors of the population. So 
that in time—in frighteningly short time—they come to share 


the same value systems, which then become ingrained into the 
culture. 


J am particularly aware of the effects of sensory bombard- 
ment because it is the same principle at work in one of my 
pet projects—the National Nutrition and Mental Feeding Pro- 
gram in the Philippines. The Mental Feeding Program is aimed 
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at children between three and six years of age—that stage in 
their development when they are most malleable, most receptive 
and most retentive. 


In the Philippine Mental Feeding Center, we program the 
children’s sensory inputs: visual, audio, olfactory, tactile, and 
gustatory. So that everything contributes positively to their 
total growth and development. To measure the effect of these 
positive inputs on the child, we employ a number of tests. 
For example, in a school-readiness test, administered to three- 
year-olds in Kapit-Bahayan in Tondo, before mental feeding, 
and again, eight months after mental feeding, impressive and 
significant improvements were realized. Seventy-one percent 
of the test group scored low before mental feeding, but this 
dropped to 26 percent afterwards, only nine percent scored high 
before mental feeding, compared to 40 percent afterwards. And 
those who scored average increased from 20 percent of the test 
group to 34 percent. 


In this connection, let me speak about our particular respons- 
ibility to the young. Though your sales pitch is principally 
aimed at the buying population, advertising messages reach 
everyone alike including children. 


Think in terms of the young minds you touch at every 
moment of the day, for you are marking them for life, you are 
shaping them for the future. 


A well-known expert on the mass media has referred to 
advertising as “the single most value-destroying activity of a 
business civilization.” A particularly cynical view, in think, 
because advertising can be the single most potent value-building 
activity instead. 


How could you go wrong if you abided at all times by that 
classic trinity of virtues—the good, the true and the beautiful— 
as your essentizl values, for these are the values that determine 
integrity, or wholeness. 
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Another specifie point I wish to bring up is the persistence 
in the industry of the colonial mentality we have been —- 
great pains to erase in government, education and the publ 
How sad to think that many advertisements are premise 1 on 1 
the supposed appeal and implied superiority of imported ge rOOC i) 
place and which is to say, of foreign standards, ae ee 


Again, do we not destroy values by implying tha 
we have is good enough, that the better ace : ust. 
or foreign? 


Even worse, when we do use our own, id 
to the Philippines, why must we pick out si 
and make fun of ourselves? Why can’t v 


to our roots, let us pick out the good ar 
nourish and cultivate. Why root and ¢ 
is alien and what is diseased? 


We can laugh at ourselves, all r righ 
we should expose ourselves to ridicule, I 
like the Westerners who have enou 5 
joke about. We Asians take out 
because we are our only instru: 
is better so, because living wit 
closer to life’s basie and fund ant 
our own values, not those of ot 
so, we have not really been dec om ¢ 
nationalist if he is not first a n 0 


It is one thing to know « 
But accepting it, in words, | ‘ 
haps, in your elite group, you uu 
for quality, standards that e 
ments for every country and 


culture, resouress, ¥aKian 
the many other ways in w 


dustry, can act immediately to discharge your grave respons- 
ibility more conscientiously and, I hope, lastingly. I hear that 
your association is sponsoring a nutrition program. My con- 
gratulations go to each and every one of you because they say 
nutrition is the first step to the enlightened nutrition of the 
mind and the spirit of man. 


With all the talent, technology and big budgets at your 
command, you have the power to move masses for good or bad. 
You can orient your consumers to growth and development. 
You have options but your wisdom will dictate that growth 
today means fruits reaped tomorrow. : 


If you concern yourselves with the whole human being, 
the returns will be total, love your buyers, and they will love 
your products. Your every success will be complete, enriched 
with satisfaction and fulfillment in the thought that your pro- 
fession—advertising—has brought a new dimension and direc- 
tion to growth and development for a people, a country, a 
region. This can be your timeless gift to yourself and to all 
mankind. 
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A Vision Fulfilled * 


This project, the Maharlika Village, is a vision we have 
long pursued. It is a vision borne out of concern for our Muslim 
brothers from Mindanao who have come to Metro Manila to 
pursue their own dreams of a better life. It is a project which 
responds to the felt need for a community which will be a home 
for our Muslim brothers among us. 


Maharlika Village as you can see is not impressive in mag- 
nitude. In its totality it will provide accommodation for 1,000 
or so families in a community which will be complete with all 
the amenities of a human settlement. 


Its meaning lies in what we have tried to achieve in making 
this project a reality. For this project is representative of the 
environment we are seeking for our people—it is a development 
that focuses on the total man and his needs—the needs of his 
body, his mind and his spirit—it is a project which symbolizes 
our desire as a people for the true, the good and the beautiful. 


"Delivered at the inauguration of the Maharlika Village, November 10, 1978, 
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This is the thrust of the Ministry of Human Settlements 
and the agencies under its supervision—to evolve a system whieh 
will deliver these basic needs of man to our people not only 
in Metro Manila but to towns and cities of this country. 


In keeping with your guidance, Mr. President, we have 
re-oriented the programs of all agencies under our supervision 
to bring the benefit of government to the level of the community 
of our remotest municipality. By doing so, we hope to demon- 
strate the government’s genuine concern and interest in specific 
regions, but in our people in general, 

Specifically, in the provision of shelter, we are undertaking 
steps to initiate the return of traditional Pilipino housing con- 
cepts and values by promoting the efficient use of indigenous 
materials available in each region in a manner that would reflect 
the unique Pilipino character—our way of life, our culture and 
architectural design. 


This is very evident in Maharlika Village. You must have 
noticed the deliberate attempt to follow the traditional Muslim 
design and the emphasis on indigenous materials—and this is 
despite the urban setting of the project. We intend to do the 
same in each region of our country where a distinct housing 
design predominates, 


Beyond this, we seek to inspire and mobilize in the Pilipino 
self-reliance and thereby achieve development under the theme 
“Sariling-Kakayahan.” 


We hope to achieve this by actual demonstration of self- 
help in community upgrading. 


We shall identify the most depressed community in each 
municipality—the slums as we refer to them in urban areas to 
make these poverty-stricken areas the object of our effort to 
upgrade and improve the quality of life of the people, These 
projects shall set the pattern for the local government of each 
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town and city for the implementation of their respective com- 
munity and slum upgrading programs. 


These programs rest on our confidence in the Pilipino as 
a people capable of self-reliance of the highest order. We believe 
that the bayanihan spirit is alive and can be re-kindled to release 
its full potentials to move a nationwide development program 
at the community level. 


We believe that the Pilipino family is the deal building 
block for the structure of the New Society. We see its cohesive- 
ness and resiliency as a strong foundation for the Pilipino 
community. We envision this effort at the community level to 
start a ground-swell that shall envelope the whole country over- 
coming the trivial irritants that have plague our people in the 
past. 


Maharlika Village is a small but earnest beginning. We 
chose to start our program here to signify the sincerity of our 
effort. We pick this day—the Eid’] Adha—the day of sacrifice 
—a Muslim holiday commemorating Abraham’s obedience to 
Allah’s command—to symbolize our selfless commitment to the 
task ahead of us. 

Mr. President, it is in this spirit, that I, in behalf of the 
Ministry of Human Settlements, of the National Housing 
Authority, and of the other national agencies which participated 
in the development of Maharlika village, present and turnover 
this project to Your Excellency as our token contribution to 
your determined effort to mold our people to your creed of— 
Isang Diwa, Isang Bansa— a people of one spirit—of one nation. 


We thank you for allowing us to participate even in a small 
way to your thrust to re-affirm our national identity under the 
New Society. 
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Compassion for the Prison Soctety~ 


You have done me honor in asking me to speak in this 
closing ceremonies of the First National Consultation on Prison 
Apostolate. The President joins me in expressing our sincerest 
appreciation to all of you who are laboring in the Lord’s vine- 
yard, a moving testament indeed that in our country there are 
many among our people whose hearts are filled with deep com- 
passion and abiding love for their fellowomen. 


My fellow members and volunteers in public service: Pope 
John XXIII, the Pope of unity and reconciliation, once remind- 
ed us in his revolutionary encyclical, Mater et Magistra, that 
in order for us to solve the many problems of our society, “it 
is necessary to arouse a sense of responsibility in individuals 
and especially among those more blessed with the world’s 
goods.” And I am indeed moved to be among those whose sense 
of responsibility has been aroused, thus motivating them to work 


* Delivered at the First National Consultation on Prison Apostolate, Pope Pius 
Center, 29 November 1978, 


among the often forgotten people the prisoners, You 
have heard the ery of anguish and despair, are t | 
Perhaps in no other “alienated subculture” than that f 
prison walls can we find men and women who, : 

may be their crime, are in dire need of sympathy 


and understanding. 


4 


When they were in prison, you visited 
them. You have ministered upon them the n 
blessings of a Christian Society. Through 
programs, you have brought about a confess 
remorse and a resolve to make up for tk ir eri rin 
guided them back to become responsible and lav 
of our human society. You have led es iC kt 
arms of their families. =a 


You the Volunteers in Prison § 
your motto “serviamus” meaning “we serv 
ment service are likewise fired up byt he s 
serviamus, we serve. | 


For men must always hes { 


that to live is not just to suf. fe ut | : 
This is the meaning of sacrifice in th 


In this Christian and humane society of ours, we would 
like to see man fully integrated within himself. We would 
like to see: him united in a happy wholesome unity with his 
family. We aspire to see man richly endowed and fully developed 
from the wealth of this environment; we see him a peaceful and 
progressive member of his community. 


We have not even forgotten the dead here in Metro Manila. 
Because of high costs of burials we are putting four Himlayan 
cemeteries for each direction—North, East, West and South 
of Metro Manila. In fact, the big joke of the Ministry of 
Human Settlements since I have placed cemeteries also under 
the National Housing Authority, is that NHA also stands for 
National Himlayan Authority. 


Penal service is a highly sophisticated work in any country. 
Perhaps my friends would be interested to know that in Metro 
Manila we monitor the crime rate in the Metropolis by weekly 
checking the increase and decrease of crime in all of the 1,600 
barangays of the 17 towns and cities of Metro Manila. 


And every time the crime rate goes up, we try to analyze 
the reasons why, by checking if a basic service of the 11 basic 
needs of settlement has not been delivered like water, power, 
food, shelter, clothing, education, technology, medical service, 
economic base and livelihood, ecological balance, sports and 
recreation and finally mobility meaning roads, bridges, trans- 
portation, communications and others. Our experience is that 
when one of the 11 basic services is not present or not delivered 
to the settlement or the barangay, immediately the crime rate 
goes up. 

The most impressive data is that only 20% of criminality 
in the city is due to lack of basic. services like water, power, 
shelter, food and others, but that 80% of the crime of the city 
is due to leisure time. Our social indicators show that 80% 
of the crime in Manila is due to excesses and not due to depri- 
vation. Here we see again how church and state can go hand 
in hand in the development of the human being. 
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Not too long ago when I was privileged to call on His” 
Holiness John Paul II, I told him that with the fast economic — 
erowth of our country I find many of our people lagging behi 
~ others. =ae a Sa I am most sensitive to. thie ee 


te ae || 


For the spirit is the domain of the church. 


Thus, in Maaila and in the — | 
we ty to attend to his body, mind and _ 


logy, a most sophisticated service 
committed group of the Church, y 
men and women can tea us in 


And as long as hee 
society, this mission of 01 
standing will — 
reformed prisoners. — 


We in covert 
entire strueture of Pe: 
counsel and accommoda: 
tion and education, while 
munity specially against 
is dedicated to them. 
predicament, if there 
sion to change, they — C 


Such dispersal pre 
Bilibid Prison | in Muntinl 
more effective and impr 


funds of 46 million pesos earmarked for the purpose, it is hoped 
that the implementation of our prisoners’ dispersal program 
will soon be accomplished. 


But even as we show the prisoner that he is not the for- 
gotten man that he may think he is, perhaps the old and classical 
goal of law should be the priority of the church and government 
to mold a society where there shall no longer be any need for 
prison walls. And this priority begins with the child because 
the child is our future. 


The Philippines is a young country with sixty percent of 
our people below 18 years of age. If we start with them giving 
them proper care, nutrition, mental feeding, education, moral 
and spiritual imperatives of Christianity, I have no doubt that 
we shall in the future have less problems with prisoners. 


Thus, as First Lady, we have initiated the womb to tomb 
projects like the National Family Planning, Maternal National 
Program, Mental Feeding, livelihood base, shelter, parks for 
people’s recreation and ecology. And perhaps you know of our 
giving thousands of ex-convicts job opportunity at the Luneta 
Park and other places. 


In the Human Settlements Ministry we have started the 
Big Brother concept to give job opportunities to each of the 
1,500 towns and cities of the Philippines so that people may 
have sources of livelihood. 


Last week, to start a National Housing Program we raised 
117 million pesos from the private sector to augment the limited 
housing resources of the National Government. Also, we are 
setting up health clinics and pharmacies or boticas in each of 
the 42,000 barangays. 


To each and every one of you I give my wholehearted sup- 
port and to the Episcopal Commission on Prisoners’ Welfare 
through its working arm, the Volunteers in Prison Service. Let 
us, the members of the trisectional society—the Church, the 
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Government and the private sector—join together in this noble 
mission. In the words of St. Paul to the Corinthians—“All the 
different parts of the body were to make each other’s welfare 
their common care; if one part is suffering all the rest, suffer 
with it. ow a2 = ? 


prisoners and their rani our create 
concern. To all the VIPs, the President and th 
give you all our undying Ape and app: 


stream of our human settlements. 


As we prepare ourselves once = 


may live. And whatever little 
of the least of our brethren, w 
part it is our intention to ¢ 
serve our fellowmen. __ 


Love Is The Teacher * 


As a Filipino, I am extremely happy over your choice of 
site for your pre-conference to the International Year of the 
Child. As a mother, I am touched by your theme, “The Child,” 
for it articulates the basic sentiments of parenthood and under- 
scores the primary responsibility of humanity today. 


It is auspicious perhaps for Manila to be chosen as site for 
this pre-conference on children for we are a child city. More 
than one-half of our population is below 18 years of age and 
we are overwhelmingly concerned with growth, with develop- 
ment and therefore with children. 


Even our problems are the problems of the young, a baby 
boom, inadequate resources, lack of discipline, swift and spec- 
tacular growth. Therefore as Governor of Metro Manila, my 
principal advisers are children. I have found children to be my 
wisest and most trustworthy advisers. Out of the abundance 
and purity of their hearts, they have taught me how to plant 


Delivered before the Regional Consultation on the International Year of the 
Child for Asia and the Pacific, PICC, 28 November 1978, 
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trees, to make music, to build houses and buildings, to create 
beauty and well-being and how to give our citizenry a better 
quality of life as we make Metro Manila a City of Man or a De 
for Human Beings. - 3g 


Today, may I speak of the Philippine exper eee in ‘the “s 
development and growth of our young, our children. — 


Several years ago, here in the Phil as Pint Lay sa 


tion, thus, our ants must begin raed a 
conceived: We have a National Nutrition Bs 


child from the time she conceives to the ¢ 
of life. ZB 


within control. Science tells. us eh t afte 
of a child in its mother’s wo 
After the first three month 3 
born. 


As soon as the child is a 


rients for his body, he m 
will not only be a loss, 


Thus, one of the first 
gram was “Operation Timbe 
school children. A simple d 
Center that could be used : 
the first two years, six mill 


Just by their weights we established their nutritional status 
by Philippine standards and found out that 30% needed im- 
mediate rehabilitation. When this was brought to the attention 
of President Marcos, he saw the gravity and urgency of the 
problem. The Nutrition Program which was started as a pri- 
vate foundation was made a national government program. 


The National Nutrition of the Philippines Program has a 
tripartite approach, with the participation of the government, 
the private sector, and international agencies. It is organized 
in such a way that the initiative of the private sector and the 
assistance of international agencies are encouraged and not 
diminished by the participation of government. 


As President Marcos says, a nation has two- resources— 
the human resource and natural resource. But man is the 
priority resource. Therefore he gave the Nutrition Program 
priority despite the fact that it was an added strain on our 
economy, struggling in the midst of our country’s economic and 
energy crisis in 1974. 


But to care for the child’s physical well-being was just the 
first step. For man to be made whole, one must give health 
to the body, education to the mind, and love for his spirit or 
feelings or emotions. 


To reach the pre-school child in his totality, we arrived at 
our second vital program, also made a national program by the 
President—the Mental Feeding Lee to prepare the child 
even before he enters school. 


In the first three years of life, the child’s mind is most 
receptive, most malleable, and most retentive. This is when 
his consciousness takes shape, when he forms his first impres- 
sions of himself, his fellow human beings, his surrounding and 
his world. 


While we are still developing and enhancing the child’s 
physical senses: his audio, visual, olfactory, tastes and tactiles, 
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we begin at this point to stimulate his mind. In our Mental 
Feeding Program, we now have illustrated children’s 

Pilipino, called Aklat Adarna, which introduce the chil 
before he can read to basic integrated tote ue 


jects preparing h him for formal education ae sch ool. 
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system. The Philippines has 600,000 teache , 
vate and public schools to attend to the edu 
Education is free from grade school to + 
brought about a literacy average of a ; 
97% in Metro Manila. 2 


achieve this intestine hu 
of humanism, for this philo: 
forcefully relevant to. 0 
lightenment. 


Eventually, the 
ment of his home an 


family, so, too, must. chil 
the community and ec | : 
or KB, a national ; youths \ 
Society through mb 
talents productively in se 
ing fulfillment to them a 


Therefore, the government under the New Society prepares 
its human settlements for the child to become part of the com- 
munity. Last June 12, President Marcos and Parliament creat- 
ed the Ministry of Human Settlements to insure that the basic 
needs of man are met by the delivery of eleven essential services, 
namely: water, power, food, clothing, shelter, health care, edu- 
cation, technology and culture, livelihood or economic base, 
sports and recreation, ecological balance and mobility, meaning 
roads, bridges, ports, communications and others. 


We have sought to stress here the personal humanistic 
components of development that all too often we overlook. We 
have sought to define the responsibilities of parents to children 
which find parallel in the responsibilities of leaders to people 
and community. 


There are many ways of defining development. To some 
development is simply an increase in capabilities: the capability 
of a nation’s economy to produce wealth in the form of goods 
and services; the capability of a nation’s government to rule 
wisely and effectively; and the capability of a nation’s cultural 
institutions to authentically define what is true, good, and 
beautiful. 


The basic needs are the same from people to people, but 
the preferred ways of meeting these needs vary because every 
people operates within the matrix of its own culture. Some 
cultures see development as man’s mastery over nature; others 
see development as man’s fulfilling nature by being in harmony 
with it. Our development strategy should take advantage of 
these culturally determined preferences. 


When we are in tune with people’s cultural preferences, 
we win their hearts and minds. We can harness local resour- 
ces far more efficiently. As Governor of Metro Manila, I have 
not had to raise taxes, but the judicious choice of people and 
programs has generated so much support from the other insti- 
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tutional and private sources that we now operate on @ budget 
thrice that of three years ago. 


And that is exactly what Philippine Policy and the New 
Society is all about: Human Development. Starting from the 
child we try to develop man in all three levels: we feed his body 
with everything that is good and wholesome to make it healthy. 
We give his mind all that is true, orderly and logical to make 
him educated. We endow his spirit with all that is beautiful to 
make him sensitive and loving. This is total human development. 


But surely it is children who are the blueprint of this 
development. For children are the minimum whole of mankind. 
They have in them everything that is needed to make perfect 
human beings—the maximum whole. They have bodies, minds, 
spirits and endless perfectibility. They only need to be loved 
and developed. They are a microcosm of perfect humanity. 


What an awesome responsibility then is being a parent to 
children and leaders to communities and nations. We as pa- 
rents and as leaders are responsible for all those who come 
after us. z 


For parents and leaders are moulders of the future. It is 
their attitudes, their behavior, their actions that will decide the 
kind of future that awaits future generations. — 


Thus, here in the Philippines under the New Society, chil- 


dren are our primary concern in our pee a Bos 
development. | 5g 


Today, I put it to you, Ladies and aS to take this 
responsibility with all the seriousness and dedication you can 
muster. For the role of parents and of leaders as moulders of 
the future is next only to that of God. It is a divine task, a 
godly task. The moulding of a new generation, is the making 
of the future is indeed a task of love, a taste of what is to be 
God. For love is our affinity to our Creator. ae 
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As I look around me, I feel certain that the future is in 
good hands. I know, deep in my heart, that your every thought, 
word and deed is dictated by love and informed with a godly 
desire for what’s best for our children, the world’s children. 


I congratulate you for this noble concern for humankind 
and I wish you every success in this conference. 


Delegates and friends of this Regional Consultation on the 
International Year of the Child for Asia and the Pacific, we 
are all of developing countries, the children in the family of 
nations. In our minds and hearts we are intimate with life’s 
direction for growth and development, that growth and develop- 
ment are only possible if we are positive in our deeds, thoughts 
and feelings to others, especially the young, our children. For 
ultimately and as always in our enlightenment and wisdom, we 
shall realize that only love can answer our needs and problems 
and that LOVE IS THE TEACHER. 
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Total Organization for a New Society * 


Minamahal kong mga kapatid: 


Sa araw na ito ako ay nagagalak na makapiling kayong 
muli. Matatamis na ala-ala ang aking binaon nang nagkasama- 
sama tayo. Ilang araw pa lang ang nakalipas. Ngayon higit 
na nag-uumapaw ang aking kaligayahan hindi lang dahil mag- 
kapiling tayong muli, ngunit dahil ngayon ang araw na ito ay 
ipinadakila ng inyong pagtatapos. Sa paglipas ng isang linggo 
niyong pagsasanay dito, kayo ngayon ay maituturing na nating 
mga tapat na kawal ng ating Bagong Lipunan. At higit sa lahat 
ngayon ay maituturing nating nasasapuso na ninyo ang taimtim 
na pagmamalasakit sa ating Inang Bayan at sa ating mga kapwa 
Pilipino. 

* Delivered at the graduation exercises of the Barangay Brigades at the National 
Arts Center auditorium, November 21, 1978. 
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My Friends— 


As I watched all of you, I could not ‘lp but feel proud 
for I know that the spirit which has guided you 
your training has been your desire to serve our eountry—to 
help our fellowmen. And now your training is over. Soon you 
will go back to your respective regions to do what you have 
learned; there to carve the visions you hase acquired in Ebi! 
stay here. ; 


And as you set your eyes on the futur ger é : e rer 
that this day marks merely a beginning. 
to be done to fulfill our dreams of a truly stron; 
Philippine Society. = 


this aS aa 


Our entire nation has witness the 
government towards the shaping of a 
with the development of man. ‘All th | 
ment has instituted—all its progre 
improve man’s condition, peso 
But perhaps more apparent t 
ernment’s continuing cOnttE itm 


Our people, too, in aon 
themselves in ‘ato tet ti 


ment’s programs in the | 
had it not been for our p 
own experiences —— to 
as much involved i s 
future as our go ca ent. / 
that our nation’s great 


The efforts of our people—their strong commitment to the 
New Society can be found everywhere. Metropolitan Manila 
itself is an arena where all these manifestations emerged 
triumphant. 


May I share with you now my humble experience in my 
efforts to serve the people of Metro Manila, as their governor, 
in our common aspirations to develop a true city of man. 


Hinged on the belief of the boundless potentials of man, 
we tried and implemented a general program consisting of 
volunteerism for civic work. With the help of our fellow workers 
in Metro Manila, we organized the brigades consisting of the 
volunteers, tanod, ladies, disaster and youth brigades. We 
mobilized willing hands to a clean-up drive, a traffic experiment, 
a crime prevention scheme and organized the youth for public 
service. At this point, specific examples depict our experiences 
in Metro Manila: 


— Nandiyan ang brigadang tanod na nag-roronda gabi-gabi at 
nag-aalaga ng kapayapaan at katahimikan. 

— Nandiyan ang paglilinis at pagtutulungan ng “volunteers” 
na nagpapagalaw ng ilan-ilang “civic projects.” 

— Nandiyan ang lumalaking pagsama at pagpapamalas ng 
galing ng ating kababaihn sa “Ladies Brigade.” 


— Nandiyan ang kabataan na nagpapakita ng kakaibang gilas 
sa paglulunsad ng iba-ibang gawain para sa kapwa. 


lyan ang karanasan namin sa Metro Manila. 


This is an experience which I believe should be equalled if not 
surpassed by the rest of the nation. 


For this reason and for the fact that man has limitless cap- 
acities, the Ministry of Human Settlements has planned a broad 
program of the total organization of Filipinos who shall bring 
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the winds of change and progress into our national life. The 
eleven areas or concern will augment the six basie political 
needs of man which are—legal and justice, peace and order, 
volunteers, women’s, youth, and disaster. All of these areas of 
human endeavor shall now be the targets of our efforts at the 
mobilization of our citizens committed to the New Society. 


You have already heard and are cognizant of our ‘eleven 
other basie needs namely—water, power, food, econo 
or livelihood, shelter, Medical services, pe id te 


government shall now go down and ‘reach i 
ries. This is the framework of change ae 


produced clear and visible henefits f or 
But the individual citizens: must ‘bel e 


selves. 


The Ministry of Human Settle m 
of the eleven areas of concern ca 
people to initiate the change from } b 


The concept of total organizat ti 
as the prineipal mechanism — to : 


This is why we have organized and bilized 
brigades. And this is the reason oe ve | 
For now the rest of the country beckons, — 
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You have undergone and completed this training and are 
now in the forefront of our drive for total mobilization of our 
country’s human resources. 


The task that lies ahead for each and everyone of you is 
difficult. For as you go back to your respective localities, each 
and everyone of you must undertake the task of enlisting the 
commitment of every single man, woman and child in your com- 
munity for our national development. 


You are the center of the movement now—your circle shall 
take shape, expand and ever widen into larger circles until the 
ultimate vision is in our grasp—one whole nation engaged in 
carving its own destiny. 


Kaya, aking minamahal na kababayan at kapatid, nawa’y 
pagpalain tayo ng Maykapal at patnubayan ang ating paglalak- 
bay tungo sa isang bansa, isang diwa. Maraming salamat. 
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Health in the Rural Areas* 


I am deeply honored to address this Second Franco-Philip- 
pine Medical Colloquium, a meeting between a fraternity of 
medical men who are separated by a wide span of continents, 
yet brought together by a similar oath—to heal. President 
Marcos joins me in extending to our French guests the warm 
welcome of the Filipino people. May you find your visit to 
Manila a pleasant one and this colloquium a fruitful encounter. 


This colloquium, I would like to believe, is not merely a 
meeting of medical specialists and practitioners between our 
two peoples but a continuation of the historic ties between the 
Philippines and France interwoven deeply in the political philo- 
sophy of this country. Embeded in the framework of the New 
Society on the ideals of liberty, equality, fraternity and it is be- 
cause of these ideals that the Philippine government today has 
committed itself towards the establishment of a just and hu- 


* Delivered before the Second Franco-Philippine Medical Colloquium, CCP, 
December 4, 1978. 
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mane society. This relationship forged closer by the recent 
inauguration of the Franco-Philippine Friendship Society, fur- 
ther reinforced by the cultural, technical and scientifie agree- 
ment between France and the Philippines was signed in Paris on 
November 18, 1978. 


This history of modern medicine in the Philippines also 
owes part of its development to the French people. On May 
28, 1871, the University of Santo Tomas, founded in 1611, 
was authorized to establish a faculty of medicine. The six- 
year curriculum of the college was strongly influenced by the 
French medical school, with its faculty staffed by French 
professors and textbooks translated from French authors. And 
to round this all up, the first dean of UST’s school of medicine 
was a Frenchman, Dr. Raphael Girard. 


This colloquium therefore promises to be a successful one 
in advancing further the frontiers of medical science towards 
helping our people achieve a better health and a better quality 
of life. 


My friends, it is said that in ancient China, a rich Chinese 
would only pay his physician if the patient stays healthy or, in 
Assyna, the doctor is punished if the patient remains ill-tem- 
pered or worsened. And even today, there are those who say 
unfairly if I may add, that physicians are a breed of men who 
thrive because of the misfortune and suffering of men. — See 


The development of medical and biological ‘science, | ow- 
ever, reveal to us that the physician’s calling is not only to heal — 
the sick; or to cure killer diseases; he is also deeply involved in 
making our human society relatively free of illness and dis 
For inside many hospitals and laboratories are men and women 
who are laboring to solve the still remaining impenetrable 
mysteries of the human body. In the words of an eminen 
American physician, Dr. Lewis Thomas of Sloan Kettering 
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Center, “the greatest surprises in medicine still lie ahead of us 
waiting to be discovered.” The unfinished agenda of world 
biomedical science include the total eradication of the major 
afflictions of man. 


As you therefore proceed with your colloquium, allow me 
to offer, as a concerned layman, some reflections of what I see 
as some of the problems of medical science today. 


The French theologian-scientist Pierre Tielhard de Char- 
din, once described man as “the ascending arrow of the great 
biological synthesis.” Man therefore is the center of medical 
science even as he too is the purpose of national development 
process. Both the layman and the physician have one thing in 
common: they both begin with man—a complete entity of life, 
of mobility, of instinct, of intellect, but above all, of spirit of 
feelings. 

And if we begin with man; if the object of the national 
development process is the promotion of man, perhaps it is for 
this colloquium to address itself to one fundamental issue facing 
the medical profession in the Philippines: health in the rural 
areas. 


In the Ministry of Human Settlements, one of the basic 
needs which we have targeted is the delivery of health and 
medical services to the rural areas. For it is in the rural areas 
unfortunately where we are met with serious handicaps in the 
way of improvement of health conditions primarily because of 
the great shortage of medical personnel to carry out our many 
medical and health projects. The concentration of doctors is 
just too high in the urban areas, claiming 10,000 of 13,000 
available physicians in the country, statistics show that 40% 
of Filipino physicians are in the United States and other coun- 
tries, 20% in Metropolitan Manila, 13% in other urban areas, 
and the rest distributed in the rural areas where 70% of the 
entire population live. 
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Such a disturbing situation most come to an end. Perhaps 
this colloquium may wish to discuss the issue of what appro- 
priate type of medical education is needed in order to redirect 
our physicians and medical personnel towards the rural areas. 


With some sense of urgency, there must be a broad and 
well organized medical training program by which interested 
and qualified physicians—and nurses—may be recruited for 


dispersal over the rural areas. For its part, the Ministry of 


Human Settlements has included in its basic needs approach on 


expanded health program, in coordination with the Ministry of 


Health, with equal emphasis on physical and service facilities. 
It is our hope that through rational allocation of our financial 


resources, we may be able to provide the rural areas effective 


and equitable access to modern health and medical care. 


Finally, may I remind this colloquium that even as you as : z 


scientists are able to communicate with one bes because 
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represents the bridge between service 
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Towards Improving Our Gross National 
Welfare ° 


Conferences have an interesting appeal. They provide 
excellent opportunities to confront situations, dissect them, and 
explore new ways of doing things better. For businessmen 
and producers like you, I know that this conference will follow 
similar other productive meetings as in the past where the 
sponsors discussed and resolved problems in a pragmatic and 
practical manner. 


I come to you this morning confident that the Fourth Phil- 
ippine Business Conference will be successful not only in terms 
of attendance, not only in terms of contracts signed, not only 
in terms of number of new friends made. This conference will 
be successful also in terms of new ideas generated, in, terms 
of commitments made, and in terms of renewed enthusiasm 
inspired. 


* Delivered before the 4th Philippine Business Conference, Philippine Village 
Hotel, December 5, 1978. 
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The magnitude of the task as well as the position of leader- 
ship you enjoy in your companies and industries demand that 
you produce not just a statement of aspirations, not merely 
expressions of wishes of things to do, but concrete, workable 
plans of action at the end of this conference. 


Participating in this three-day gathering are many of the 
most senior and knowledgeable officials of government. Make 
use of them. Seek their guidance in your discussions. Argue 
with them if you must. After all, the resolutions and reports 
you will submit to President Mareos when he joins you day 
after tomorrow will have to include the inputs of the govern- 
ment officials who are here with you. And the President will 
evaluate the success of your conference on the basis of whether 
you have been able to reconcile the competing and conflicting 
interests of the various sectors represented here into one 
compact program. 


This program, in turn, will have to blend with a still bigger 
problem—that of national development. It is the President’s 
concern that the various sectoral interests, plans and programs 
blend into one harmonious whole. 


The theme of your conference is exsell. By this, you accept 
the challenge to produce more and export more—to broaden 
the horizon for Philippine business and industry. This is why 
exsell stands for export selling. 


I take it, therefore, that exsell is your total commitment in 
the Philippine business community in your continuing efforts 
to contribute to the major thrust for economic development 
and progress through the expansion of exports. It is your 
commitment that convinced me to accept the privilege to speak 
before you, knowing that the people and the leaders I will talk 


to believe in the same objectives. These objectives are in line 
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with our commitments and objectives in the Ministry of Human 
Settlements. 


Like all of you, we at the Ministry of Human Settlements 
are not and cannot be textbook economists. We do not concern 
ourselves merely with gross national product, but with gross 
national welfare. Our per capita income is now computed by 
dividing GNP by the size of the population, because averages 
can be very misleading. Instead, it should be determined by 
whether our people are living a better life than they had five 
years ago, and whether they will be better off five years from 
now. For too long have we been obsessed with improving our 
national economic indicators and deluding ourselves that a high 
GNP, a positive BOP or BOT, and all those other high sounding 
initials automatically meant that we-are doing better. But let 
me point out that like you, we at the Ministry of Human Settle- 
ments make a distinction between the Philippines as a whole 
and each of the 47 million Filipinos. Together, therefore, we 
must pay more attention to actual benefits rather than statistics. 
By shifting our attention from old economic statistics to the 
individual human being around us, we are convinced that it is 
possible for a nation to improve itself and to achieve its economic 
growth targets but at the same time insuring that the benefits 
of such growth are enjoyed by every Filipino in our country. 


President Marcos himself has time and again enjoined every- 
one that more intensive efforts be directed to attain a more 
equitable dispersal of the benefits of economic progress. In other 
words, it is the development of the total Filipino that we must 
seek, 


It is a total humanistic environment that we must create. 
Guided by the ideology of humanism and, as always, the total 
development of man as the center of all our efforts and our 
concerns, we base all our development goals on a concept of a 
democracy by all and a democracy for all. 


Ho 


This is the greater concern of government now, and it is 
in this context that sectoral plans and programs, be they in the 
domestic or export markets, will be evaluated. 


Like the members of a philharmonic orchestra who are 
experts in the selection and use of their respective instruments, 
the economy must be properly conducted and coordinated. 
Together the members of the orchestra can produce a beautiful 
symphony. However, the moment one musician plays a different 
tune, or even the correct tune but wrong volume, or even the 
correct tune with the correct volume but at the wrong time, 
we all know that the result will be disastrous. 


In development terms, the different musicians are the 
different sectors of the economy. Each one has a role to play, 
using the instruments they have and presumably, where they 
are best at. But, in the same way that even the best musicians 
cannot be left alone if they must play beautiful music in sym- 
phony so much the different sectors of the economy not be allowed 
to go on their own without due regard to the rest of the country 
and people. And I am not referring to philanthropic concern. 
It is a sociological fact and pragmatic reasons that no sector of 
any society can be too far advanced in relation with the other 
sectors because ultimately the slower sectors will pull down and 
destroy the faster sectors. We must have some kind of an eco- 
nomic orchestration. This is why we have launched our Big > 
Brother movement—to get the leaders of business and industry _ 
to share their capital expertise and experience that they provide 
guidance to those, who, for various reasons, have been deniec 
better opportunities in life. ot 


It ts our hope that an Svlastey wil ba tea hae rocher 
each town and city. It is our goal that there will be one o 

industries as Big Brothe , will be able to set up a 
a livelihood or an economic to each of th 


towns of this country, to ensure economic movement growth 
in all human settlements in the hope to increase production that 
man’s quality of life may be improved. Today, I have also come 
to make you all aware of the Ministry of Human Settlements’ 
approach to development. 


We have seen the profitability of adopting a market-oriented 
approach to hasten development instead of the old traditional 
system that of look first to resources, land, equipment and other 
raw materials required to produce a given product, only to be 
foiled by a lack of markets. We in the Human Settlements 
Ministry have therefore decided to reverse the process of orien- 
tation by finding and identifying the markets first. We can 
ask our Ambassadors and commercial attaches all over the world 
to look for markets, bringing with them catalogues of our coun- 
try’s exportable goods. Perhaps the Human Settlements Min- 
istry can organize diplomatic trade missions to go to would-be 
markets in the world to sell for everyone who does not have the 
contacts nor the resources to sell. Only when markets have been 
assured, should we go into actual production. Jt is the market- 
to-production approach rather than production-to-market orien- 
tation that we intend to pursue. Thus lessening risks, wastes 
and losses, especially for those who can least afford—the poor. 


You are all aware that President Marcos has time and again 
enjoined everyone that more intensive efforts be directed at a 
more equitable dispersal of the benefits of economic progress. 
In entrusting to the Ministry of Human Settlements the respon- 
sibility for monitoring the actual impact of all the activities of 
the various government agencies and private sectors, we have 
accepted this difficult task with the understanding that in our 
new Ministry it is the development of man’s totality that we 
seek. 


Each sector, therefore, must recognize and accept its specific 
role in the national thrust. It is for this reason that the Ministry 


317 


of Human Settlements is deeply concerned with the more equit- 
able distribution of the rewards of development of the individual 
man. This is why our main preoccupation now is to insure that 
the greater majority of our people will get their share of the 
progress achieved and an equal opportunity to improve their lot. 


We are a country in the process of transformation and 
development. We are building a New Society, appropriate to 
our own spiritual and cultural capacities, our own idiosyncracies, 
our own traditions, our very own distinct culture. 


As responsible businessmen and leaders in commerce and 
industry, I am positive that you will leave no stone unturned 
in endeavors to contribute your utmost to be the continuing 
growth and progress of our country. We are counting on the 
Philippine Chamber of Commerce and Industry to take the lead 
and be the representative of our private sector’s efforts in this 
noble undertaking. May I mention too, that before coming I 
was at the Batasan members’ caucus at Malacafang where I 
asked the withdrawal of the bill on the nationalization of some 
industries. And I suggested that bills like this should first be 
discussed in party caucus instead of the halls of the Batasan 
to avoid untoward repercussion. 


Together with the government under the New Society, a 
humanistic society, I know we cannot fail as we give of ourselves 
to every Filipino, men, women and children the right to life. May 
our love and enlightenment cushion the path of our Filipino 
poor to progress. Christmas is soon here. Christmas is a time 
for giving, a time for love, a time for God and men. May we 
all resolve to give that others may live. May the New Year give 
all the time, opportunity and privilege to serve our countrymen 
in fulfillment and joy, as our people, the Filipino people look 
forward to a beautiful tomorrow in growth and prosperity. To 
all, thank you and Merry Christmas. 
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A Call For A Truly Philippine Architecture * 


Seven months since the creation of the Ministry of Human 
Settlements and approaching the seventh year of the advent of 
the New Society, we can now speak with optimism of the future 
of our country and of the well-being of the Filipino in the 
community where he lieves. 


This optimism is borne not by the dream and the vision 
that we have nourished in our interest and love for our fellow 
human beings and citizens, not by our daily confrontation with 
the basic necessities that pre-occupy everyone of us, but by the 
unity of interest and concern that we have discovered in the 
reciprocation that our initial efforts have earned. 


Seven months ago it would have been a trifle presumptuous, 
even quixotic, to take upon our shoulders the herculean task of 
housekeeping for the whole country. The recognized need to 


* Delivered at the Fourth Annual Convention of the United Architects of the 
Philippines, Manila Peninsula Hotel, December 17, 1978. 
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bring the concerns and gains of the New Society to the very 
doorsteps of 47 million Filipinos in the 1,700 cities, towns and 
outlying settlements of the country—which was the mandate 
given by the President to the Ministry—seemed more of inspired 
humanism among a small group of Utopians than practicable 
reality in the face of the enormity of the task. 


But we dared. The talisman in our daring is our ht mat Ir is 
that became the bedrock of our action plans and the apporac 
we use. Another is our unflagging confidence in the Filij 


In the belief that milestones begin with puny steps, and th | ee 
sincerity is only confirmed by immediacy, we launched but. a few = 


in many towns ara cities of the country. Our beautifica ion 
drive, the planting of trees along national highways, the crea ion 
af bar angay brigades to ee with coanileadan ne 


Se every ite and the training of human 
to serve the locality—demonstrat the i n 
every Filipino, his life, his con 
innate cooperativeness. But more i ae ( 
projects showed that the Bee ae 


singular cooperativeness w 
other eo. 

This 
private gro cai individ : 
grams that v we are Oreits 1 
needs through self-help ¢ 
through the development. of. loc: 


One such program considers the construction of houses 
within the means of income earners. This is a project where a 
group such as you, the United Architects of the Philippines, 
can use your collective and individual expertise as vehicles of 
involvement and cooperation in a national need. 


We have completed the structural framework for the setting 
up of a comprehensive housing program designed to put up 
500,000 houses, especially for low income families, in a period 
of five years. 


Shelter as a human need, has been integrated in the devel- 
opment of a total community package involving eleven basic 
services. The vackage includes water, power, food clothing, 
livelihood, medical services, education, ecological balance, sports 
and recreation and mobility. 


Thus, the housing program that we envision does not only 
consider the site selection and house construction. It also con- 
siders design and the human facilities and services that the 
community where it stands must have. It must look into the 
capacity of the owner to repay cost without overtaxing his 
capability to earn inorder to live. And it must agree with the 
ambience, the resources and life-style of the community to which 
it belongs. In short it must be economically viable both for the 
would-be owner, enterpreneur and government. 


The Bahay Pilipino Awards, headed by Dr. Hermilando Man- 
danas, given to the regional winners we honor today, paves the 
way for the return to historical traditions and styles where 
perhaps the true Filipino spirit resides and which have distin- 
guished us as a people with our own culture. It is also designed 
fo pave the way for the discovery and development of native, 
low-cost materials for the ocnstruction of affordable homes, for 
the birth of a new civic culture through a rebirth of native 
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architecture, and for the enhancement of the beauty of our 
regions and their distinction, one from the others. 


The Bigiang Bahay Program, the first winners of which 
we also picked today, is one way of giving out an instant lot 
and house to people at minimum cost to the government because 
the people themselves pool their money for this program through 
the ten pesos Biglang Bahay bond. This program shows our 
people self-reliance, how they can actually do many things for 
themselves on their own. My sincerest congratulations to the ~ 
happy homeowners and the brilliant designers who garnered the 
Bahay Pilipino Awards today. I must confess I was pleasantly 
surprised at the large number and high quality of entries from 
all over the country in the first architectural competition which 
we have called Bahay Pilipino. It was heartening to ‘realize 
that in the most unsuspected nooks and places of our archipelago 
there have been—all these years—many homes, lovingly lived 
in, comfortable and beautiful and <a true to Filipino 
esthetics. Spa ee 


Next, I would like to extend my congratulations ts | 
whom fortune has smiled today by maki he 
of the first seven houses of our now known ig ar 
They are only the first of a long line. st 
so blessed as a result of their faith in t 
of the Ministry of Human Settl om. 
new homes all the days to come 
them as a pledge of the sine 
of the New Society. And 
to the United Architects. 
for their ual conference 
architects whom they reyes 


Architect, is both a ¢ 
artificer or master buen 


ead ‘ 
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[ appeal for unity of environment. New architecture should 
not be and is indeed no longer limited to single units. No home, 
or office building, theater or factory can be ocnsidered alone, in 
splendid isolation, so to speak. The whole world is now only 
a global village. And so a town, a city or country must be 
considered one concrete whole, integrating all the people at all 
levels. A home or a building is only a part of the whole barrio 
or town, just as a town, a city, a community, a region are only 
parts of a whole country. A whole human habitat. Houses and 
buildings must relate to the environment and must be in har- 
mony to the community, and the surroundings. 


Architects, just as the action officers of the Mnistry of 
Human Settlements, must work from the minimum whole of 
individual dwelling units to the maximum whole of the country. 
Suecess lies in such a oneness. Give us architecture that is a 
response to the entire environment of man. 


Give us, your fellow countrymen, a new Philippine archi- 
tecture. Let us face once and for all the real problems facing 
this country’s desperate need for shelter. Give us architecture 
that uses relevant materials and technology. And give us archi- 
tecture that grows out of our psychological, cultural and racial 
roots. % 


Houses and buildings that have no roots in the cultural and 
productive bases of our communities have no reason for being. 
They are only pastimes for the elite, futile games for the rich, 
the silly and the ridiculous. 


By roots I mean rediioned values, shapes, traditional 
materials and construction methods, uses of space that are sacred 
to the racial memory: steep roofs with wide overhangs that 
keep out both the heat and the rain, wide windows and veran- 
dahs, elevated floors, lacy transoms, hardwood and coral, river- 
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stones and coconut and bamboo, shell and bamboo used in the 
thousand and one intricacies of our rich cultural past. 


But these cultural roots must grow strong in the loam of 
modern technology. The use of local materials, traditional] 
methods and cultural uses of space must now be enriched by 
modern processes, the latest engineering, the most advanced 
technology available. 


For example, let us use bamboo and nipa and coconut as 
we have seen in the slides and film presented here. Let us use 
them in new, innovative ways, according to the best designs and 
according to the scientific techniques, the international know- 
how available. I am not advocating a nativism that is parochial, 
that will return all of us to the grass shacks of our ancestors. 
What we want is a cultural nationalism that is vital, enlightened, 
enlivened, made possible bright, beautiful and modern by intel- 
ligent and creative applications of the most modern designs, 
engineering and technology. 


Like people in all other countries struggling towards devel- 
opment, Filipinos must forge a realistic link between form, 
material and cultural conditions. We must learn to work with 
the here, meaning what we have and what we are here in our 
own milieu or our natural habitat. But we must also work with 
the now meaning what is new, what is advanced, the latest 
practical discovery, the newest techniques. We must combine 
nature with man, culture with technology, are with science. Let 
us work here and now. 


Above all, as architects and as people in need of shelter, 
let us stop concerning ourselves only with there and then. Let 
us stop copying faraway places and long ago. Let us stop being 
spellbound by Spanish villas and Greek temples and California 
ranch houses. Let us stop looking back and imitating Hollywood 
of the 1920's or Granada of the 16th century or Mexico in the 


1890's. We are Filipinos of the 20th century living in a t 


archipelago between the China Sea and the Pacific Deear th at 
is afflicted with searing sunlight, scores of typhoons and oce: 


sional earthquakes, where millions of people urg 
vant and inexpensive homes right away. 


Let us be ourselves. Let us build f 
affluent Americans or for oil-rich 
Europeans. But for ourselves. And it 


come. Then and « 
Architecture. An 


The People’s Theatre * 


Ang gabing ito ay alay natin sa muling pagsibol ng Teatro 
Pilipino sa pamamagitan nang bagong Metropolitan Theater of 
the Philippines. Bago ang gusali nguni’t ang kaluluwa nito ay 
nagmumula pa sa kauna-unahang pagsilang nang Diwang Pili- 
pino sa pamamagitan nang dula at awit. Ito ang Metropolitan, 
ang teatro nang mamamayang Pilipino. 


Tonight is not merely a time for nostalgia. Tonight we 
witness the restoration of what was once the heart of cultural 
life in old Manila of the 1930’s and 40’s but which was render- 
ed desolate by war, neglected and soon forgotten. 


In 1976, the Metro Manila Commission repossessed it from a 
lapsed lease. Last year, knowing that the people of Manila 
needed more theaters, and Filipino performing artists needed 
more outlets, we planned its restoration. 


“Delivered at the inauguration of the newly restored Manila Metropctitan 
Theater, December 17, 1978. 
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But the old Metropolitan Theater means more to us than 
this memory of elegance and beauty. It is a monument to the 
free spirit of the Filipino. During the Occupation, plays were 
staged here to boost the spirit of demoralized people; and for 
their involvement, many stage artists were arrested and jailed, 
proving to all the indomitable will of the Filipino, demonstrating 
that neither war nor adversity could suppress the flowering of 
his art. 


This is a moment of pride for all of us gathered here 
tonight, united by our common desire to build this nation in 
its splendid wholeness. Nation building involves the creation 
of physical infrastructures but most of all the mind and spirit 
of man. 


For that is precisely what art is — it is the most potent 
liberating force in a nation’s history. Art liberates the expres- 
sion of a people’s maturing spirit. Is it not apt, for example, 
that this theater stand just outside the walled fortress of Intra- 
muros? Or that it stands on what we now more appropriately 
call Liwasang Bonifacio, in dedication to that fighter of oppres- 
sion and guardian of Filipino freedom? 


Tonight therefore we offer you a new Metropolitan Theater 
as the ancestral home of the Filipino heritage. 


Such is the Filipino—a collective character, a prism of 
cultures, an heir to various traditions, drawing successfully from 
those who came and went to these shores, Rather than deny the 
diversity of his cultural heritage, we seek to discover the true 
totality in ail these we seek the whole man, who is both the 
beneficiary and measure of all the efforts of the new society. 


Under the leadership of President Marcos we have many 
expectations. We would like to see, hear, and enjoy Filipino 
plays and musicals, A resident children’s theatre group will 
rescue our young ones from the almost exclusively western po- 


pular musical idioms they now get from radio, television and 
media. 


The original presentation we will all see for the first time 
tonight, Munting Alamat, is an example of the purest, most 
joyous, most original Filipino theatre, created by very young 
people from the Kabataang Barangay and the elementary schools 
children from 5 to 18 years of age. 


Its Director Rosauro de la Cruz, its writers, composer 
Winston Raval, actors and producers include our own daughter 
Imee. They were given complete freedom to indulge their 
creativity and the result has been—although I have yet to 
see it—something I’m sure completely pristine, free from exter- 
nal influence. We indeed have a lot to learn from our children, 
our future. 


Credit must also go to Deputy Minister and Engineer Aber 
Canlas who worked overtime with the nephew of the original 
Architect Juan Arellano, Mr. Otilio Arellano, the Architect de- 
signated to finish the rehabilitation of the theater. The Kaba- 
taang Barangay for their assumption of the responsibility for 
the presentation on opening night. 


To the Metropolitan Theater’s new Director Miss Conchita 
Sunico and her staff and also to Mrs. Zenaida Locsin goes 
our appreciation and congratulations for the accomplishment of 
multifarious details of this achievement. 


In the name of the Metro Manila Commission and the peo- 
ple of Metropolitan Manila, and on behalf of that spirit which 
makes us Filipino, I officially open the Metropolitan Theater 
of the Philippines. 


I welcome all of you to an evening — and many more 
evenings — of wit, charm, magic and inspiration. 
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